2021 Status Report
ISLAND WATERS
The goal of the Island Waters projects is to improve water quality on and around Aquidneck Island by
establishing an effective partnership for managing stormwater among the three Island municipalities.
AIPC works with its municipal partners in Middletown, Portsmouth and Newport, Aquidneck Land
Trust, Clean Ocean Access and Eastern Rhode Island Conservation District (ERICD) to leverage
approximately $1.8 million in funding.
The Island municipalities, RI DEM, EPA, NIEWPCC and RIIB have prioritized, designed and
constructed stormwater improvements, implemented best management practices, and have engaged
the public in support of community investments to restore water quality. These green stormwater
infrastructure installations benefit our shared coastal and drinking waters and were completed at
a fraction of what it would have cost for each municipality to implement them independently.
The first was a Wet Vegetated Treatment System (WVTS) on Island Drive in Middletown, which
improves the health of Sisson Pond in Portsmouth. The photos below capture pre-, during and
post-construction at Island Drive. The second was a Best Management Practice (BMP) at
Hoogendoorn Nurseries in Middletown which redirects polluted stormwater from flowing
down Berkeley Avenue to a catchment basin, improving the health of the Maidford River.
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In 2021, we executed on a major
project to install two additional Wet
Vegetated Treatment Systems
between Carriage Drive and
Oakland Farm in Portsmouth.
The timing and execution of this
project has been impacted both by
Covid-19 protocols throughout
construction as well as by three
named storm events (Elsa in July,
Henri in August, and Ida in
September) which caused delays
for rework and repair throughout
the construction period. A small
amount of remediation work on
these systems will carry into the
spring of 2022, whereupon
Aquidneck Land Trust will assume
responsibility for the maintenance
of the site. The photos below show
construction at Oakland Farm.
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AIPC also worked with the City of
Newport to secure funding for an
asphalt remediation project for
Almy Pond on Spouting Rock
Drive and has provided project
management for the effort. The
project is comprised of removing a
700 LF portion of Spouting Rock
Drive on a property that directly
abuts Almy Pond. The original intent
of this portion of roadway was to
serve future residential properties;
however, 13 properties were
converted to conservation area and
are no longer buildable property. As
a result, that portion of Spouting
Rock Drive is no longer needed and
can be removed. The remaining
segments of the road will be treated
with two bioretention basins. Refer
to Figure 1 and Figure 2 for project
location.

The primary purpose of this project is to improve the water quality of Almy Pond. The project
proposes to modify almost five acres (approximately two acres of which are impervious) to reduce
stormwater runoff and pollutants to Almy Pond. As a result, runoff will first discharge through an
expanded vegetated buffer and bioretention basin prior to discharging to Almy Pond.
The project, scheduled to be completed by October 2022, aligns with the Almy Pond
Conservation Area Land Management Plan and supports the City of Newport and Aquidneck Land
Trust’s conservation effort to preserve the ecological health of the pond in an environmentally sound
manner.
ELIZABETH BROOK
At the December 8, 2021 City Council meeting, Newport unanimously approved a request by the
Dept of Utilities to award a $158k contract to Jacobs Engineering of Boston, MA to conduct a flood
investigation of Elizabeth Brook and the Prescott Hall Watershed. For decades, flooding of this
watershed has impacted residential, commercial, City, State and Federal properties throughout
Newport’s North End. Once this study is complete, AIPC will work with the City and NAVSTA Newport
to secure project funding through Department of Defense Readiness and Environmental Protection
and Integration (REPI) grant dollars. This intergovernmental project demonstrates AIPC’s continued
commitment to secure new funding for Aquidneck Island water infrastructure projects.
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TRANSPORTATION
All three Island communities remain focused on meeting the challenges of increased
vehicular traffic and congestion on the island. Projects identified in the AIPC-sponsored
2011 Island Transportation Study continue to be implemented, and the three municipalities
are working to refine their priorities for future efforts. Based on AIPC’s past engagement in
transportation infrastructure, AIPC board members are currently serving in leadership roles
on the Pell Bridge Realignment project and the City of Newport’s Transportation Master
Plan teams. Road work is already underway in Newport and Middletown, and in
Portsmouth new road designs (including a roundabout for East Main Road in the
Clements Market area) are in the design planning phase. While these road projects are
necessary to handle increased private vehicle traffic congestion, AIPC will remain focused
on improving public transit options island wide, especially during the peak tourist season.
HOUSING
Affordable workforce and senior housing was identified by all three municipalities as a core
priority for 2021 and beyond. To help advance the goal of identifying solutions and a plan of
action for the island, AIPC has partnered with Connect Greater Newport in seeking to develop
10- and 20-year actionable plans for our Island’s housing. A $71,000 grant request has been
submitted to the van Beuren Charitable Foundation to cover the projected costs of this plan.
The proposed effort will involve two phases. Phase 1 will define in detail the current and future
housing needs, profile existing housing stock, and analyze the existing use of all real estate.
Phase 2 will involve development of the action plan for what is needed to support economic
growth and housing access for the region’s workforce as well as an implementation strategy. In
addition to AIPC, key proposed participants in this effort include the three Island municipalities,
Church Community Housing, RI Housing, Housing Works RI, Bank Newport, Smart Growth RI,
Newport Housing Authority, Salve Regina University, local developers, private employers, and
other community stakeholders.
WEST SIDE DEVELOPMENT
As part of its continuing effort to update the West Side Master Plan, AIPC’s leaders are working
with representatives from NAVSTA Newport, State legislators and community stakeholders.
One notable achievement in 2021 was completion of the Aquidneck Island Infrastructure Study.
Next steps are to commission an Economic Impact Study of Burma and Stringham Roads, and
to update AIPC’s West Side informational video in support of this effort.
BROADBAND
AIPC's Portsmouth contingent has taken a leading role in advocacy at the Rhode Island State House
and has developed regional partnerships with East Bay economic development committees in
support of the pro-fiber broadband bills H5148 and S0896. Part of the mission of AIPC continues to
be to facilitate cooperation between State and local officials to achieve broadband equity for all
Aquidneck Islanders through symmetric high-speed service without data caps, slowdowns and rolling
outages, usage throttling, tracking of users, or tie-ins with advertising platforms.
In accordance with the final rulemaking for implementation of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act, AIPC intends to serve as the primary entity collaborating with RI Commerce on utilization of
Rhode Island's share of the $42.45 billion in Broadband Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD)
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program funding. As the only regional body unconflicted by special interest dollars, AIPC is uniquely
positioned to help bring reliable, resilient, scalable and affordable fiber broadband to the businesses
and residents of Aquidneck Island.
BEAD funding will be dispersed in three phases. The first phase allows states to access up to $5
million each to support planning efforts, including building capacity in state broadband offices and
funding outreach and coordination activities with local communities and stakeholders.
The second phase requires states to submit an initial broadband plan to the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA). These plans must be informed by
collaboration with local and regional entities and will lay out how each respective state will use the
BEAD funding and other funds to bring reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband to all residents.
Once NTIA approves the initial plan, states will be able to access additional funds from their BEAD
allocation. States will then be able to access the remaining funds upon review and approval of a final
plan by NTIA. AIPC has an important role to play in all three phases.
SOLARIZING OUR SCHOOLS
Building on the success of AIPC’s Solarize Aquidneck initiative, we are currently working with
Newport Public Schools to secure “no cost” installation of solar equipment as part of the ongoing Pell Elementary School improvement work. Once completed, AIPC believes that this
project will serve as a catalyst to expand free or low-cost solar to schools and other government
facilities throughout Aquidneck Island.
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