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O’ How We Love a Parade 

See TAX on page 5

No matter the weather – rain, snow, sleet or wind – the 55th Annual Newport St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade will be held Saturday, March 12, beginning at 11 a.m. from Newport City Hall and progressing 
down Washington Square, south on America’s Cup Avenue and Lower Thames to Carroll Avenue 
at St. Augustin’s Church in the Fifth Ward. The parade is expected to last two hours and will include 
eight pipe and drum bands, nine marching bands, three fife & drum corps, three clown units, eight 
reenactment units, and dozens of groups representing local, state and regional organizations 
including police and fire units, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, social/fraternal groups, schools and others. 
In this issue, Newport This Week lets you know the best places to park, to watch, and where to enjoy 
Newport’s biggest and best parade of the year! NTW wishes you a happy–and safe–St. Patrick’s Day. 
(Photo by Jack Kelly)

Should 
City Tax
Non-Profits?

 Sunday, March 13 
at 2 a.m.

Council Gets Update on Island Traffic Study
By Tom Shevlin

Planners from the Aquidneck Is-
land Planning Commission and as-
sociated Aquidneck Island Reuse 
and Planning Authority updated 
city councilors here Tuesday on 
a range of projects which could 
well wind up shaping how we get 
around and enjoy Aquidneck Is-
land.

The meeting, which was divided 
into two parts, began with a pre-
sentation from AIPC Executive Di-
rector Tina Dolen, who reviewed 
the initial findings of a two-year 
transportation study aimed at in-
creasing alternative transit options 
and relieving traffic problems on 
the island.

The Aquidneck Island Transpor-
tation Corridor Study was compiled 
by the AIPC and consultants VHB 
Associates. Since May of 2009, VHB 
has been collecting input from resi-
dents of each of Aquidneck Island’s 
three communities, and using that 
information to identify priorities for 
improving the island’s traffic sys-
tem.

Interviews were also conducted 
with representatives from New-
port, Middletown and Portsmouth 
planning, DPW, and police depart-
ments; Newport Department of 
Economic Development; Naval Sta-
tion Newport; Old Colony & New-
port Railroad; Newport County 
Chamber of Commerce; Newport 
Dinner Train; Newport Accesibility 
Advisory Group; the Edward King 
House and others.

The study is the culmination of a 
nearly two year process started in 
May of 2009 that aims to develop 
a “balanced comprehensive multi-
modal transportation plan for 

Aquidneck Island.”
That plan, once finalized later 

this year, will include most notably, 
recommendations for short, medi-
um and long range transportation 
improvements suitable for inclu-
sion into municipal and statewide 
capital improvement plans.

The study area included the fol-
lowing roadways: Route 114 (West 
Main Road); Route 138 (East Main 
Road); Burma Road; America’s Cup 
Avenue and Memorial Boulevard; 
Admiral Kalbfus Road; Codding-
ton Highway; Route 138A (Aquid-

neck Avenue); and Route 214 (Val-
ley Road)

And while the bulk of the envi-
sioned projects are still a long way 
off, several projects currently un-
derway can trace their implemen-
tation to the study.

Already, work is being conduct-
ed to improve left turns off of West 
Main Road at Cory Lane, Hedley 
Street, King Charles Drive, Raythe-
on Drive and Union Street. West 
and East Main roads are also being 
primed for traffic signal retiming; 
and road safety audits at 16 loca-

tions are studying how local com-
munities can reduce the number of 
traffic accidents across the island.

Throughout the process, the 
study has been highly data-driven. 
A critical piece of that has been in-
put from the community. Over 500 
comments were received during 
public meetings, and another 300 
were tallied over the Internet. Still 
more were collected through some 
1,200 postcard surveys seeking in-

Where does this road go? (Pictured at center of photo, above) Nowhere. The AIPC, however, has 
been working on a concept that could bridge the gap between state and local officials on what to do 

with it. (Source: Google Maps)

See Traffic on page 3
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By Tom Shevlin

While communities across the 
state prepare for what promises to 
be a challenging budget season, 
a bill making its way through the 
General Assembly that would allow 
cities and towns to tax currently ex-
empt organizations, like universi-
ties and museums, has city officials 
keeping a watchful eye on Smith 
Hill. 

The bill, introduced by Provi-
dence Rep. John Carnevale, would 
give cities and towns the option of 
assessing up to a 25 percent fee on 
the value of a college or hospital’s 
tax-exempt holdings, to pay for po-
lice, fire, rescue, and other essential 
services.

As one might imagine, the bill 
has set off a debate among legisla-
tors who continue to grapple with 
a sluggish economy and non-profit 
executives charged with oversee-
ing some of the state’s most impor-
tant and intrinsically valuable insti-
tutions.

Carnevale recently told the Provi-
dence Journal that the bill is aimed 
at helping the Capital City close a 
projected $180 million budget gap, 
by effectively bringing onto the tax 
rolls, organizations like Brown Uni-
versity, Rhode Island Hospital, and 
Johnson and Wales University.

Newport, though nowhere near 
in the financial mess as is Provi-
dence, could also be facing a grim 
outlook for the upcoming fiscal 
year. While the city has yet to re-
lease any firm projections, it’s pos-
sible that councilors will be asked 
to find several million dollars in sav-
ings next year in order to account 
for decreased revenues and in-
creasing liabilities.

As it happens, Newport is one of 
more than a dozen communities in 
the state which would also benefit 
from Carnevale’s legislation.

The proposal is similar to one 
that then-Providence Mayor David 
N. Cicilline introduced into the Gen-
eral Assembly in 2009.

If approved and signed into law, 
the city would be given the au-
thority to tax a variety of organiza-
tions in town including the Preser-
vation Society, Newport Hospital, 
and Salve Regina University, (SRU) 
among others.

According to the city’s tax as-
sessor’s office, SRU currently holds 
property assessed at just shy of 
$183 million. The Preservation So-
ciety of Newport County is a rela-
tively close second with property 
totaling $117 million in assessed 
value. And Newport Hospital, 
which could also fall under the bill, 
has roughly $110 million in total 
assessed holdings.

Taken in sum, those three or-
ganizations would be responsible 
for over $5 million in city prop-
erty taxes if their tax exempt sta-
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George Brian Sullivan, perhaps better known around town as Dr. 
Love, and the driving force behind the Newportant Foundation, is 
sharing the love this St. Patrick’s Day.

After researching a small section of roadway outside of People’s 
Cafe, Sullivan has written a letter to the City Council asking that the 
intersection of Green and Thames streets be renamed for the Irish 
stonemason who left his initials in the roadway.

With a signature set in stone, yet hidden in plain sight, Jeremiah “JK” 
Sullivan capped off his work in 1908 in grand style. J.K. Sullivan must 
have thought it was an accomplishment worth commemorating.

The initials “JKS” along with the date, “1908” can be seen in 
the bricks of Thames Street. (Image has been enhanced to 
highlight the stonemason’s personalized message. Photo by 

Rob Thorn)
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put on the island’s existing multi-
modal transit options.

For Newport, the study recom-
mends a variety of possible tran-
sit improvement options from the 
mundane to the transformative.

On the more practical end, ideas 
like providing additional bus service 
along route 60 as well as limited ser-
vice to TF Green and Kingston Sta-
tion would appear to be among the 
most easily achieved. Other sugges-
tions like providing real-time bus in-
formation and branded bus shel-
ters; strengthening and expanding 
island-wide multimodal centers; 
creating additional park-and-ride fa-
cilities; and implementing rapid bus 
service are only slightly more ambi-
tious.

For tourists and those in town 
who cringe at the thought of driv-
ing through downtown Newport 
during the summer, the study also 
recommended the establishment 
of a Newport jitney service which 
could provide direct transportation 
from downtown to the beaches. The 
study also recognizes the city’s har-
bor shuttle service, and advocates 
for the revival of the Providence-
Newport Water Ferry during the 
summer months.

And, as we first wrote in Decem-
ber, one of the study’s more am-
bitious plans calls for significant 
improvements to the Pell Bridge in-
terchange that would finally remove 
the so-called Road to Nowhere, ex-
tend Halsey Street, and introduce a 
series of roundabouts.

In Middletown, reconfiguring Two 
Mile Corner – perennially one of the 
island’s highest crash locations and 
the second worst bottleneck areas, 
according to an online survey – 
would cost $4 million.

Other suggested improvements 
focus on making the island more bi-
cycle friendly by connecting miss-
ing links between suitable roads, 
installing uniform signage, intro-
ducing shared-use paths along cer-
tain roads like West Main and Burma 
roads, and placing others like East 
Main Road and Memorial Boulevard 
on so-called road diets.

On the pedestrian front, the study 
recommends upgrading existing 
sidewalks and installing new ones at 
Coddington Highway, Admiral Kalb-
fus Road, and along Aquidneck and 
Valley roads.

Adding crosswalks with count-
down timers at heavily crossed ar-
eas like America’s Cup Avenue, and 

creating an island-wide crosswalk 
and sign standardization were also 
mentioned.

Of course, each of these concepts 
would come with a range of price 
tags, and it remains to be seen which 
projects could be afforded given the 
worrisome financial picture facing 
the state.

How expensive would some of 
the projects be? Revamping the Pell 
Bridge interchange, for example, 
would cost an estimated $34 mil-
lion, according VHB.

Meanwhile, other projects, like 
making Burma Road into a viable 
north-south corridor would cost an 
estimated $20-25 million to improve 
the existing two-lane road, and $40 
million to expand it to four lanes.

The second half of the meeting 
focused on the current status of the 
Navy Hospital property just north of 
the Pell Bridge. 

Councilors Justin S. McLaughlin, 
Jeanne-Marie Napolitano, Kathryn 
E. Leonard, Charles Y. Duncan, City 
Manager Edward F. Lavallee, and 
Planning Director Paige Bronk all 
took part in the meeting. Mayor Ste-
phen C. Waluk and Councilors Hen-
ry F. Winthrop and Naomi L. Neville 
were unable to be in attendance.

Arts to Meet in 
Newport

The Arts & Cultural Alliance of 
Newport County invites the pub-
lic to its 19th annual meeting on 
Thursday, March 24, at the Newport 
Art Museum from 6 – 8 p.m.  The 
meeting will include a panel discus-
sion about arts spaces in Newport 
County, moderated by Tina Dolen, 
Executive Director of the Aquid-
neck Island Planning Commission.  
The County has seen a recent boom 
in the development of arts spaces  
in every community.  The spaces 
range from nascent ideas to long-
standing institutions.  Panel mem-
bers include Lisa Goddard of the 
Newport Art Museum, Eric Broudy 
from the Portsmouth Arts Council, 
Linda Phelan of the Middletown 
Committee for the Arts, Liz Dray-
ton of the Opera House Perform-
ing Arts Center project, Lisa Randall 
from the Jamestown Arts Center, 
Jennifer Sunderland from Tiverton 
Four Corners Arts and Gail Malloy 
from the Little Compton Commu-
nity Center. For more information 
and to join the Alliance, please visit 
www.newportarts.org

Coffee Hour with NTW
Join some of the Newport This 

Week staff at The People’s Café 
on Thames St. on Friday morn-
ing, March 4 at 10 a.m. to sit down 
and enjoy a cup of coffee and dis-
cuss the latest happenings in New-
port. Got any news tips for us? How 
about an idea for a story you’d like 
to see in Newport This Week or New-
port-Now.com? Get out of the cold 
and come for what we hope can be 
a regular weekly meeting!


