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O’ How We Love a Parade

No matter the weather – rain, snow, sleet or wind – the 55th Annual Newport St. Patrick’s Day
Parade will be held Saturday, March 12, beginning at 11 a.m. from Newport City Hall and progressing
down Washington Square, south on America’s Cup Avenue and Lower Thames to Carroll Avenue
at St. Augustin’s Church in the Fifth Ward. The parade is expected to last two hours and will include
eight pipe and drum bands, nine marching bands, three fife & drum corps, three clown units, eight
BORN FREE
THURSDAY,
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2011representing local, state and regional organizations
reenactment units,
and dozens
of 10,
groups
including police and fire units, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, social/fraternal groups, schools and others.
In this issue, Newport This Week lets you know the best places to park, to watch, and where to enjoy
Newport’s biggest and best parade of the year! NTW wishes you a happy–and safe–St. Patrick’s Day.
(Photo by Jack Kelly)

Council Gets Update on Island Traffic Study
By Tom Shevlin
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O’ How We Love a Parade

Council Gets Update on Island Traffic Study

Associates. Since May of 2009, VHB
has been collecting input from residents of each of Aquidneck Island’s
three communities, and using that
information to identify priorities for
improving the island’s traffic system.
Interviews were also conducted
with representatives from Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth
planning, DPW, and police departments; Newport Department of
Economic Development; Naval Station Newport; Old Colony & Newport Railroad; Newport County

the city would be given the authority to tax a variety of organizations in town including the Preservation Society, Newport Hospital,
and Salve Regina University, (SRU)
among others.
According to the city’s tax assessor’s office, SRU currently holds
property assessed at just shy of
$183 million. The Preservation Society of Newport County is a relatively close second with property
totaling $117 million in assessed
value. And Newport Hospital,

LOCAL NEWS MATTERS PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Where does this road go? (Pictured at center of photo, above) Nowhere. The AIPC, however, has
been working on a concept that could bridge the gap between state and local officials on what to do
with it. (Source: Google Maps)
Aquidneck Island.”
That plan, once finalized later
this year, will include most notably,
recommendations for short, medium and long range transportation

neck Avenue); and Route 214 (Valley Road)
And while the bulk of the envisioned projects are still a long way
off, several projects currently un-

tions are studying how local communities can reduce the number of
traffic accidents across the island.
Throughout the process, the
study has been highly data-driven.
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intersection of Green and Thames streets be renamed for the Irish
stonemason who left his initials in the roadway.
With a signature set in stone, yet hidden in plain sight, Jeremiah “JK”
Sullivan capped off his work in 1908 in grand style. J.K. Sullivan must
have thought it was an accomplishment worth commemorating.

cuss the latest happenings in Newport. Got any news tips for us? How
about an idea for a story you’d like
to see in Newport This Week or Newport-Now.com? Get out of the cold
and come for what we hope can be
a regular weekly meeting!
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TRAFFIC CONTINUED FROM PG. 1
put on the island’s existing multimodal transit options.
For Newport, the study recommends a variety of possible transit improvement options from the
mundane to the transformative.
On the more practical end, ideas
like providing additional bus service
along route 60 as well as limited service to TF Green and Kingston Station would appear to be among the
most easily achieved. Other suggestions like providing real-time bus information and branded bus shelters; strengthening and expanding
island-wide multimodal centers;
creating additional park-and-ride facilities; and implementing rapid bus
service are only slightly more ambitious.
For tourists and those in town
who cringe at the thought of driving through downtown Newport
during the summer, the study also
recommended the establishment
of a Newport jitney service which
could provide direct transportation
from downtown to the beaches. The
study also recognizes the city’s harbor shuttle service, and advocates
for the revival of the ProvidenceNewport Water Ferry during the
summer months.

And, as we first wrote in December, one of the study’s more ambitious plans calls for significant
improvements to the Pell Bridge interchange that would finally remove
the so-called Road to Nowhere, extend Halsey Street, and introduce a
series of roundabouts.
In Middletown, reconfiguring Two
Mile Corner – perennially one of the
island’s highest crash locations and
the second worst bottleneck areas,
according to an online survey –
would cost $4 million.
Other suggested improvements
focus on making the island more bicycle friendly by connecting missing links between suitable roads,
installing uniform signage, introducing shared-use paths along certain roads like West Main and Burma
roads, and placing others like East
Main Road and Memorial Boulevard
on so-called road diets.
On the pedestrian front, the study
recommends upgrading existing
sidewalks and installing new ones at
Coddington Highway, Admiral Kalbfus Road, and along Aquidneck and
Valley roads.
Adding crosswalks with countdown timers at heavily crossed areas like America’s Cup Avenue, and

creating an island-wide crosswalk
and sign standardization were also
mentioned.
Of course, each of these concepts
would come with a range of price
tags, and it remains to be seen which
projects could be afforded given the
worrisome financial picture facing
the state.
How expensive would some of
the projects be? Revamping the Pell
Bridge interchange, for example,
would cost an estimated $34 million, according VHB.
Meanwhile, other projects, like
making Burma Road into a viable
north-south corridor would cost an
estimated $20-25 million to improve
the existing two-lane road, and $40
million to expand it to four lanes.
The second half of the meeting
focused on the current status of the
Navy Hospital property just north of
the Pell Bridge.
Councilors Justin S. McLaughlin,
Jeanne-Marie Napolitano, Kathryn
E. Leonard, Charles Y. Duncan, City
Manager Edward F. Lavallee, and
Planning Director Paige Bronk all
took part in the meeting. Mayor Stephen C. Waluk and Councilors Henry F. Winthrop and Naomi L. Neville
were unable to be in attendance.
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