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TIVERTON

Shots fired
at yacht
a mystery

At 5:30 a.m. on June 15, 1926, two
shots were fired at the big bark-
rigged yacht Aloha. The incident

took place off
Watch Hill as the
yacht, owned by
Commodore
Arthur Curtiss
James, was en
route from New
York to Newport.
James, who was in
his berth when the
shots were heard,
rushed to the deck

to determine what was happening.
Capt. Peleoman Bezanson, whose

residence was in Newport, was at the
wheel and was proceeding slowly
through a heavy fog at a point three
miles southwest of Watch Hill.
Before the captain could do anything,
a second shot boomed and went over
the bow near First Mate Burns. The
shots were fired from so close a range
that Capt. Bezanson said he could
smell the powder from the gun that
fired the shots.

The 213-foot-long three-masted
yacht was brought to an immediate
stop and its siren was sounded to
indicate the stop as well as to seek a
response from the vessel that was
guilty of this unusual event.

For 10 minutes, the Aloha lay
rolling in a heavy sea. With no
response, Commodore James
informed Capt. Bezanson to continue
to Newport. At the request of the
yacht’s owner, a full report of the fir-
ing was made by the captain, and as
soon as the Aloha arrived in our har-
bor, the commodore sent a communi-
cation to the authorities in Washing-
ton protesting against such action. It
was not known whether the shots
were fired by a rum chaser or a rum
runner.

The next day, it was learned that
an investigation was started by offi-
cials of the New London, Conn.,
patrol area and section base No.4 of
the Coast Guard into the reports of
shots fired at the yacht. Coast Guard
officials said no patrol boats were out
from the New London base at the
time the yacht reported the incident.
The commanding officer of the
Watch Hill shore station said none of
his boats had done any firing at all. It
was possible, it was pointed out, that
one of the patrol boats from the
Block Island base might have been in
the Watch Hill area at the time.

Coast Guard officials said that if
shots were fired from a patrol boat,
the first would have been blank to
attract attention, and if a solid shot
was fired, it would have been direct-
ed well ahead of the objective.

The Daily News account concluded
that in a heavy fog, it is impossible
for the siren signal of the patrol boat
to be heard for any great distance.
The firing of a shot is the only way
the patrol boat has to signal another
vessel to stop.

NOT TOO MANY WEEKS AGO, a TV
report stated that a case of the
whooping cough had been revealed.
There are some of us who lived
through the whooping cough long
ago.

As an example, this item appeared
in The Daily News about a clinic
being held on May 26, 1942, in
Portsmouth. It read: “The fourth and
last of the whooping cough clinics
was held on Tuesday afternoon at 1
o’clock in the Red Cross rooms at
Henry F. Anthony School, with Dr.
Paul Thompson of the State Depart-
ment of Health in charge, assisted by
Miss Elizabeth Bellman, Red Cross
nurse. Three treatments are neces-
sary for immunization but as some of
the children have missed one treat-
ment, this clinic is held to take care
of them.”

ON AUG. 16, 1931, the choir of the
Swedish Methodist Episcopal
Church, 50 in number, of Worcester,
Mass., made its second annual visit
to the Swedish Methodist Episcopal
Church on Annandale Road, New-
port. The Sunday morning visit was
arranged by the Rev. Carl A.R. Lijew-
all, pastor of the Worcester church,
who formerly lived in Newport.

The service was in English and the
pastor, Rev. John G. Johansson,
preached to a large congregation.
What was described as a fine music
program included popular hymns,
but also included two Swedish selec-
tions.

LOOKING BACK: Dec. 4, 1909: The
Brenton Reef lightship received a
needed piece of equipment: a 36-foot
power surf boat.

Leonard Panaggio is a Daily News
columnist.
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Gurney-designed, locally built boat is unique
Boat: Gweebarra.
Owner: Bernice and Aaron Jasper,

Newport.
Designer: Alan Gurney, Islay, Argyll

and Bute, Scotland, U.K.
Builder: Ray Hurley, Middletown.
Year: 1987.
Length: 23 feet (7.01 meters).
Hull: Cored fiberglass.
History: Boat owners around the

world will recognize the Gurney
name. During the early 1970s, Gurney
designs were built by several manu-
facturers. Fiberglass hull construc-
tion still was relatively new at that
time, and in light of uncertainties, the
disposition of most builders was to
err on the side of caution by “over-
building” in fiberglass. 

The Carib 41, Islander 36, Whitney
41, O’Day 27 and Islander 41 are a few
of Alan Gurney’s designs. Perhaps
most famous is the 73-foot 1971 Trans-
Pac winner Windward Passage, which
is still sailing today.

Local audiologist Ray Hurley of
Middletown built the Gurney-
designed Gweebarra himself in 1987.

He kept the designed lines and shape,
but went with an updated construc-
tion technique of foam-cored fiber-
glass, making Gweebarra a one-of-a-
kind boat. He named the boat after
the bay in Ireland where his grand-
father lived. After a few years of use,

he sold the boat.
Local sailmaker Aaron Jasper rec-

ognized the potential of the boat and
the rest is history. Gweebarra lives
and sails in Newport. She will spend
this winter near the loft on Halsey
Street on her trailer.

“On the Water,” a weekly feature that
highlights local and visiting boats of
interest to the area, is produced by
freelance writer Will Tuthill.

O N  T H E  W A T E R
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WEEK AT A GLANCE

Regular features on the Local &
State section front:

Monday: ‘On the Water,’
highlighting local and visiting
boats of interest.

Tuesday: ‘Off the Clock,’ taking
a look at the extracurricular
activities Newport County
residents are passionate about.

Wednesday: ‘Remember
When?’ What was making the
news this month in history.

Thursday: ‘Then & Now,’
produced in conjunction with
local historical organizations.

Friday: ‘Student of the Week,’
shining a spotlight on local
students.

Green-energy hub proposed
By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

The Aquidneck Island Planning
Commission is looking to become a
one-stop shop for all things renewable
and having to do with alternative
energy.

Officials said the commission’s goal
is to become the key information
source on “green” energy to help area
residents, businesses and municipal-
ities to save money and the environ-
ment. Organizers want to get the pro-
gram up and running as soon as pos-
sible should there be interest and
appropriate funding.

Sarah Cookson, the planning com-
mission’s energy coordinator, said the
organization is not getting into the
business of building solar panels or
wind turbines. It hopes to provide per-

tinent information for anyone look-
ing for more details.

“There’s no guarantee we’re going
to be able to do this and it’s only in the
conceptual phase, but it just makes
sense,” Cookson said. “There’s more
and more interest out there about
alternative energy, and energy effi-
ciency is something that everyone is

talking about to help keep their ener-
gy bills down.”

Since the success of the wind tur-
bine at Portsmouth Abbey School in
Portsmouth, Aquidneck Island has
found itself as the epicenter of alter-
native energy in Rhode Island. Each
of the three island communities has
dealt with a variety of projects, with
the town of Portsmouth erecting a
municipal wind turbine on the
grounds of Portsmouth High School.
The construction was chronicled on
National Geographic TV.

Naval Station Newport’s plan to
build several wind turbines along the
island’s west shoreline has attracted
the most attention locally. While Navy
officials have said the proposal is a
long way from becoming reality, the
goal is to diminish energy costs,
which total about $10 million annu-

ally, at the military base.
Formed in 1985, the planning com-

mission has been involved in a num-
ber of high-profile efforts in recent
years, including the West Side Master
Plan and the first comprehensive
study of the local traffic system.

Cookson said she was struck by the
idea during a recent breakfast spon-
sored by the Newport County Cham-
ber of Commerce that the planning
commission should get more involved
in the alternative energy field.
According to paperwork recently sub-
mitted to the Middletown Town Coun-
cil, the commission would become the
countywide “energy clearinghouse”
for renewable and efficient energy.
The commission would become an
“expert” on renewable energy oppor-

Jacqueline Marque � Daily News staff photos

Christine Mello of Tiverton, left, watches Santa arrive by fire truck with her daughters, from left,
Rachel, 5, and Emily, 6 (who will turn 7 on Wednesday) and her sister Kaitlin Seyster on Sunday night
during a Christmas tree-lighting ceremony at Tiverton Town Hall.

Schools
may be
hard sell
By Marcia Pobzeznik
Daily News correspondent

Tiverton should look for a real
estate broker to market its two
vacant school buildings, the Town
Council has decided, but the old
brick buildings in the east and
south ends of town could be a hard
sell.

Town Administrator James
Goncalo points to nearby Fall Riv-
er, Mass., which advertised for bids
for five vacant schools. It got no bids
on three of them, a bid of $1,000 for
one of the former schools and a bid
of $1.98 for the other.

“That shows you the local mar-
ket for old schools,” Goncalo said.

The four-classroom Nonquit
School on Neck Road, across from
Nonquit Pond, and the old Ranger
School on Stafford Road were
appraised at more than $800,000
each a few years ago. Goncalo said
he did not know if a new appraisal
would have to be done to determine
what the fair market value is now.

Taxpayers made it clear they
don’t want to sell the schools for any
less than fair market value, Town
Councilman Robert Coulter noted.

The council also is leaning
toward selling the Community Cen-
ter on Judson Street, where the
town planning, wastewater and har-
bor master departments are
housed. But Goncalo asked that the
sale of that building be delayed
until the new town library is
built. Offices at the Community
Center could relocate to the Essex
Library on Highland Road, which
is a short distance from Town Hall,
he said. Moving those departments
any sooner will cost the town mon-
ey because it would have to lease
space someplace else in the inter-
im.

Six of the seven council mem-
bers agreed to ask Goncalo to adver-
tise a request for proposals for a real
estate broker to market both
schools. Brett Pelletier said Non-

Looking a lot like Christmas
By Marcia Pobzeznik
Daily News correspondent

Four-year-old Jennie Rose Pelchat
looked up at her mother just before
the tree lighting outside Tiverton

Town Hall Sunday
afternoon. “Did you
bring it?” she asked,

referring to “the list” that asked for a
Barbie doll and Barbie clothes.

Santa Claus arrived soon after the
25-foot-tall tree was lighted. He rode
in the cab of the town’s new fire
engine, which traveled — with lights
flashing — down Highland Road to
Town Hall in a mini-parade behind a
rescue truck and the Tiverton High
School marching band.

A few hundred spectators stood in
the Town Hall parking lot and listened
to Christmas music and Town Coun-
cilman Brett Pelletier read “’Twas the
Night Before Christmas” before the
multicolored bulbs on the towering
tree were lighted.

Bob Martin, the town’s mainte-

nance foreman, remembers planting
the tree many years ago when it was
just 6 feet tall.

“This is the biggest and best so far,”
Martin said of the tree-lighting cere-
mony, which also featured the Tiver-
ton High School chorus. Hot chocolate
and cookies were available inside
Town Hall, where Santa, seated in a
padded chair beside Mrs. Claus, greet-
ed children and listened to their wish-
es before they moved to a table where
they chose a stuffed animal as a keep-
sake before heading for home.

The town’s Recreation Commission
sponsored the event. “It’s all about vol-
unteers,” said Gary Rose, commission
chairman and master of ceremonies.

“After they see Santa, they get to
have a present,” said Ethan Roenlein,
an eighth-grader who sat inside Town
Hall working at the gift table and earn-
ing community service hours.

“Everybody likes stuffed animals,”
said Mitchell DaSilva, also an eighth-
grader. “We have tons of boxes (of
them) over here.”

Mae Edwards, a high school junior,
has attended every tree-lighting since
she was a young girl. She and her
father, Jay Edwards, walk from their
nearby home. She said it’s exciting to
see the kids she baby-sits waiting for
Santa to arrive.

Pelletier said he remembers the late
Gerry Leduc, a firefighter, dressing as
Santa and driving an old fire truck
around town, stopping at homes and
listening to children’s Christmas
wishes.

“I remember being frightened. I
was screaming my head off,” Pelleti-
er said of Santa stopping the fire
engine in front of his house when he
was about 5. No one questioned why
Santa was riding on a fire truck, he
said.

“I think we liked the lights, and it
was a big red truck. We liked that,”
Pelletier said.

Adrianna Simpson, 7, a first-grad-
er, attended the tree lighting with her

TIVERTON

Big crowd turns out for tree-lighting, Santa Claus visit

‘There’s no guarantee we’re
going to be able to do this

and it’s only in the
conceptual phase, but it just

makes sense.’

SARAH COOKSON
energy coordinator,

Aquidneck Island Planning Commission
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Shots fired
at yacht
a mystery

At 5:30 a.m. on June 15, 1926, two
shots were fired at the big bark-
rigged yacht Aloha. The incident

took place off
Watch Hill as the
yacht, owned by
Commodore
Arthur Curtiss
James, was en
route from New
York to Newport.
James, who was in
his berth when the
shots were heard,
rushed to the deck

to determine what was happening.
Capt. Peleoman Bezanson, whose

residence was in Newport, was at the
wheel and was proceeding slowly
through a heavy fog at a point three
miles southwest of Watch Hill.
Before the captain could do anything,
a second shot boomed and went over
the bow near First Mate Burns. The
shots were fired from so close a range
that Capt. Bezanson said he could
smell the powder from the gun that
fired the shots.

The 213-foot-long three-masted
yacht was brought to an immediate
stop and its siren was sounded to
indicate the stop as well as to seek a
response from the vessel that was
guilty of this unusual event.

For 10 minutes, the Aloha lay
rolling in a heavy sea. With no
response, Commodore James
informed Capt. Bezanson to continue
to Newport. At the request of the
yacht’s owner, a full report of the fir-
ing was made by the captain, and as
soon as the Aloha arrived in our har-
bor, the commodore sent a communi-
cation to the authorities in Washing-
ton protesting against such action. It
was not known whether the shots
were fired by a rum chaser or a rum
runner.

The next day, it was learned that
an investigation was started by offi-
cials of the New London, Conn.,
patrol area and section base No.4 of
the Coast Guard into the reports of
shots fired at the yacht. Coast Guard
officials said no patrol boats were out
from the New London base at the
time the yacht reported the incident.
The commanding officer of the
Watch Hill shore station said none of
his boats had done any firing at all. It
was possible, it was pointed out, that
one of the patrol boats from the
Block Island base might have been in
the Watch Hill area at the time.

Coast Guard officials said that if
shots were fired from a patrol boat,
the first would have been blank to
attract attention, and if a solid shot
was fired, it would have been direct-
ed well ahead of the objective.

The Daily News account concluded
that in a heavy fog, it is impossible
for the siren signal of the patrol boat
to be heard for any great distance.
The firing of a shot is the only way
the patrol boat has to signal another
vessel to stop.

NOT TOO MANY WEEKS AGO, a TV
report stated that a case of the
whooping cough had been revealed.
There are some of us who lived
through the whooping cough long
ago.

As an example, this item appeared
in The Daily News about a clinic
being held on May 26, 1942, in
Portsmouth. It read: “The fourth and
last of the whooping cough clinics
was held on Tuesday afternoon at 1
o’clock in the Red Cross rooms at
Henry F. Anthony School, with Dr.
Paul Thompson of the State Depart-
ment of Health in charge, assisted by
Miss Elizabeth Bellman, Red Cross
nurse. Three treatments are neces-
sary for immunization but as some of
the children have missed one treat-
ment, this clinic is held to take care
of them.”

ON AUG. 16, 1931, the choir of the
Swedish Methodist Episcopal
Church, 50 in number, of Worcester,
Mass., made its second annual visit
to the Swedish Methodist Episcopal
Church on Annandale Road, New-
port. The Sunday morning visit was
arranged by the Rev. Carl A.R. Lijew-
all, pastor of the Worcester church,
who formerly lived in Newport.

The service was in English and the
pastor, Rev. John G. Johansson,
preached to a large congregation.
What was described as a fine music
program included popular hymns,
but also included two Swedish selec-
tions.

LOOKING BACK: Dec. 4, 1909: The
Brenton Reef lightship received a
needed piece of equipment: a 36-foot
power surf boat.

Leonard Panaggio is a Daily News
columnist.
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Gurney-designed, locally built boat is unique
Boat: Gweebarra.
Owner: Bernice and Aaron Jasper,

Newport.
Designer: Alan Gurney, Islay, Argyll

and Bute, Scotland, U.K.
Builder: Ray Hurley, Middletown.
Year: 1987.
Length: 23 feet (7.01 meters).
Hull: Cored fiberglass.
History: Boat owners around the

world will recognize the Gurney
name. During the early 1970s, Gurney
designs were built by several manu-
facturers. Fiberglass hull construc-
tion still was relatively new at that
time, and in light of uncertainties, the
disposition of most builders was to
err on the side of caution by “over-
building” in fiberglass. 

The Carib 41, Islander 36, Whitney
41, O’Day 27 and Islander 41 are a few
of Alan Gurney’s designs. Perhaps
most famous is the 73-foot 1971 Trans-
Pac winner Windward Passage, which
is still sailing today.

Local audiologist Ray Hurley of
Middletown built the Gurney-
designed Gweebarra himself in 1987.

He kept the designed lines and shape,
but went with an updated construc-
tion technique of foam-cored fiber-
glass, making Gweebarra a one-of-a-
kind boat. He named the boat after
the bay in Ireland where his grand-
father lived. After a few years of use,

he sold the boat.
Local sailmaker Aaron Jasper rec-

ognized the potential of the boat and
the rest is history. Gweebarra lives
and sails in Newport. She will spend
this winter near the loft on Halsey
Street on her trailer.

“On the Water,” a weekly feature that
highlights local and visiting boats of
interest to the area, is produced by
freelance writer Will Tuthill.

O N  T H E  W A T E R

Will Tuthill photo

WEEK AT A GLANCE

Regular features on the Local &
State section front:

Monday: ‘On the Water,’
highlighting local and visiting
boats of interest.

Tuesday: ‘Off the Clock,’ taking
a look at the extracurricular
activities Newport County
residents are passionate about.

Wednesday: ‘Remember
When?’ What was making the
news this month in history.

Thursday: ‘Then & Now,’
produced in conjunction with
local historical organizations.

Friday: ‘Student of the Week,’
shining a spotlight on local
students.

Green-energy hub proposed
By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

The Aquidneck Island Planning
Commission is looking to become a
one-stop shop for all things renewable
and having to do with alternative
energy.

Officials said the commission’s goal
is to become the key information
source on “green” energy to help area
residents, businesses and municipal-
ities to save money and the environ-
ment. Organizers want to get the pro-
gram up and running as soon as pos-
sible should there be interest and
appropriate funding.

Sarah Cookson, the planning com-
mission’s energy coordinator, said the
organization is not getting into the
business of building solar panels or
wind turbines. It hopes to provide per-

tinent information for anyone look-
ing for more details.

“There’s no guarantee we’re going
to be able to do this and it’s only in the
conceptual phase, but it just makes
sense,” Cookson said. “There’s more
and more interest out there about
alternative energy, and energy effi-
ciency is something that everyone is

talking about to help keep their ener-
gy bills down.”

Since the success of the wind tur-
bine at Portsmouth Abbey School in
Portsmouth, Aquidneck Island has
found itself as the epicenter of alter-
native energy in Rhode Island. Each
of the three island communities has
dealt with a variety of projects, with
the town of Portsmouth erecting a
municipal wind turbine on the
grounds of Portsmouth High School.
The construction was chronicled on
National Geographic TV.

Naval Station Newport’s plan to
build several wind turbines along the
island’s west shoreline has attracted
the most attention locally. While Navy
officials have said the proposal is a
long way from becoming reality, the
goal is to diminish energy costs,
which total about $10 million annu-

ally, at the military base.
Formed in 1985, the planning com-

mission has been involved in a num-
ber of high-profile efforts in recent
years, including the West Side Master
Plan and the first comprehensive
study of the local traffic system.

Cookson said she was struck by the
idea during a recent breakfast spon-
sored by the Newport County Cham-
ber of Commerce that the planning
commission should get more involved
in the alternative energy field.
According to paperwork recently sub-
mitted to the Middletown Town Coun-
cil, the commission would become the
countywide “energy clearinghouse”
for renewable and efficient energy.
The commission would become an
“expert” on renewable energy oppor-
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Christine Mello of Tiverton, left, watches Santa arrive by fire truck with her daughters, from left,
Rachel, 5, and Emily, 6 (who will turn 7 on Wednesday) and her sister Kaitlin Seyster on Sunday night
during a Christmas tree-lighting ceremony at Tiverton Town Hall.

Schools
may be
hard sell
By Marcia Pobzeznik
Daily News correspondent

Tiverton should look for a real
estate broker to market its two
vacant school buildings, the Town
Council has decided, but the old
brick buildings in the east and
south ends of town could be a hard
sell.

Town Administrator James
Goncalo points to nearby Fall Riv-
er, Mass., which advertised for bids
for five vacant schools. It got no bids
on three of them, a bid of $1,000 for
one of the former schools and a bid
of $1.98 for the other.

“That shows you the local mar-
ket for old schools,” Goncalo said.

The four-classroom Nonquit
School on Neck Road, across from
Nonquit Pond, and the old Ranger
School on Stafford Road were
appraised at more than $800,000
each a few years ago. Goncalo said
he did not know if a new appraisal
would have to be done to determine
what the fair market value is now.

Taxpayers made it clear they
don’t want to sell the schools for any
less than fair market value, Town
Councilman Robert Coulter noted.

The council also is leaning
toward selling the Community Cen-
ter on Judson Street, where the
town planning, wastewater and har-
bor master departments are
housed. But Goncalo asked that the
sale of that building be delayed
until the new town library is
built. Offices at the Community
Center could relocate to the Essex
Library on Highland Road, which
is a short distance from Town Hall,
he said. Moving those departments
any sooner will cost the town mon-
ey because it would have to lease
space someplace else in the inter-
im.

Six of the seven council mem-
bers agreed to ask Goncalo to adver-
tise a request for proposals for a real
estate broker to market both
schools. Brett Pelletier said Non-

Looking a lot like Christmas
By Marcia Pobzeznik
Daily News correspondent

Four-year-old Jennie Rose Pelchat
looked up at her mother just before
the tree lighting outside Tiverton

Town Hall Sunday
afternoon. “Did you
bring it?” she asked,

referring to “the list” that asked for a
Barbie doll and Barbie clothes.

Santa Claus arrived soon after the
25-foot-tall tree was lighted. He rode
in the cab of the town’s new fire
engine, which traveled — with lights
flashing — down Highland Road to
Town Hall in a mini-parade behind a
rescue truck and the Tiverton High
School marching band.

A few hundred spectators stood in
the Town Hall parking lot and listened
to Christmas music and Town Coun-
cilman Brett Pelletier read “’Twas the
Night Before Christmas” before the
multicolored bulbs on the towering
tree were lighted.

Bob Martin, the town’s mainte-

nance foreman, remembers planting
the tree many years ago when it was
just 6 feet tall.

“This is the biggest and best so far,”
Martin said of the tree-lighting cere-
mony, which also featured the Tiver-
ton High School chorus. Hot chocolate
and cookies were available inside
Town Hall, where Santa, seated in a
padded chair beside Mrs. Claus, greet-
ed children and listened to their wish-
es before they moved to a table where
they chose a stuffed animal as a keep-
sake before heading for home.

The town’s Recreation Commission
sponsored the event. “It’s all about vol-
unteers,” said Gary Rose, commission
chairman and master of ceremonies.

“After they see Santa, they get to
have a present,” said Ethan Roenlein,
an eighth-grader who sat inside Town
Hall working at the gift table and earn-
ing community service hours.

“Everybody likes stuffed animals,”
said Mitchell DaSilva, also an eighth-
grader. “We have tons of boxes (of
them) over here.”

Mae Edwards, a high school junior,
has attended every tree-lighting since
she was a young girl. She and her
father, Jay Edwards, walk from their
nearby home. She said it’s exciting to
see the kids she baby-sits waiting for
Santa to arrive.

Pelletier said he remembers the late
Gerry Leduc, a firefighter, dressing as
Santa and driving an old fire truck
around town, stopping at homes and
listening to children’s Christmas
wishes.

“I remember being frightened. I
was screaming my head off,” Pelleti-
er said of Santa stopping the fire
engine in front of his house when he
was about 5. No one questioned why
Santa was riding on a fire truck, he
said.

“I think we liked the lights, and it
was a big red truck. We liked that,”
Pelletier said.

Adrianna Simpson, 7, a first-grad-
er, attended the tree lighting with her
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Big crowd turns out for tree-lighting, Santa Claus visit

‘There’s no guarantee we’re
going to be able to do this

and it’s only in the
conceptual phase, but it just

makes sense.’

SARAH COOKSON
energy coordinator,

Aquidneck Island Planning Commission
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Conservation is topic
of public workshop

PORTSMOUTH — Rhode
Island conservation districts
and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Natural
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice will hold an Eastern Dis-
trict workshop on Tuesday from
4:30-6:30 p.m. at the Portsmouth
Free Public Library, 2658 East
Main Road.

The workshop will focus on
various programs designed to
improve natural resource qual-
ity while enhancing agricul-
tural and forest production. Dis-
cussions will include forestry,
agriculture, livestock and
greenhouse operations. Atten-
dees will have an opportunity
to learn about their local con-
servation district, Rhode Island
Raised Livestock Association
and Rhode Island Resource Con-
servation & Development. 

Space is limited. For more
information or to register for
the workshop, call 934-0842.

A R T S  &
E N T E R T A I N M E N T
Museum will host
photography talk

NEWPORT — Newport Art
Museum, 76 Bellevue Ave., will
present an art history lecture,
“A Brief History of Photogra-
phy,” on Wednesday from 3:30-
4:45 p.m. The lecture, hosted by
Director of Education Shawn
Parker, will present a whirlwind
tour of photography’s evolution
during the past two decades. 

Admission costs $15 for
museum members and $20 for
nonmembers. For more infor-
mation, call 848-8200 or visit
www.newportartmuseum.org.

H O L I D A Y
H A P P E N I N G S
St. John’s offers
Festival of Advent

NEWPORT — The Schola
Cantorum of St. John’s will
offer its annual Festival of
Advent Lessons & Carols on
Wednesday at 6 p.m. at the
Church of St. John the Evan-
gelist, corner of Washington
and Willow streets.

The service is patterned after
that presented at King’s College,
Oxford, and made popular in
the United States during the
early part of the 20th century.
Repertoire will include ancient
chant, traditional Advent car-
ols and hymns, and new settings
of older texts.

A free-will offering will be
accepted. For more informa-
tion, call the parish office at 848-
2561 or organist/choirmaster
Jonathan F. Babbitt at 682-1630.

L O C A L  B R I E F S Gala gift says ‘thank you’ for service
By James J. Gillis
Daily News staff

NEWPORT — When Salve Regina
University Trustee David Nelson and
his wife, Gail, realized they were unable
to attend Saturday’s 35th annual Gov-
ernor’s Ball, they decided to give away
the seats at the table they had paid for
at the black-tie event at Ochre Court.

The Nelsons donated the places to
military personnel and Salve Regina
ROTC students. Army Capt. Anselm
T.W. Richards of Newport is one of
those who attended the ball, at which
Gov. Lincoln D. Chafee appeared, as well
as Maj. Gen. Kevin McBride, the state’s
adjutant general. 

“It’s nice when someone wants to say
‘thank you’ to those who have served,”
said Richards, who teaches military sci-
ence at Salve Regina. “People do say it,

and they say it a lot in Newport, it
seems. Maybe the Navy presence has
something to do with it, but people here
do tend to say ‘thank you.’ It’s not why
we do what we do, but it’s nice to be
thanked.”

Richards and his wife, Caroline,
attended the ball. Both are Salve Regi-
na graduates. Richards grew up in Penn-
sylvania and spent summers on Aquid-
neck Island. He was working for a law
firm in his home state when the terror-
ist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, took place
and he decided to enlist in the military.

He has served in Iraq and Egypt and
now works for the University of Rhode
Island ROTC program, which works in
conjunction with the smaller programs
at Salve Regina and Roger Williams Uni-
versity.

Also attending the ball as guests of
the Nelsons were Navy Lt. Cmdr. Col-
in Corridon and his wife, Kate, both of
Newport, and Army Maj. Robert
Phillips, also of Newport. Corridon
and Phillips served together in Bagh-
dad.

Salve ROTC students Christopher
Buckman, Andrew Maher, Deanna Cic-
carell, all seniors, and junior Steven
Benevides served as greeters at the ball
before taking their seats as guests at the
Nelson table.

“They had a chance to meet Gen.
McBride,” Richards said. “I think it’s
nice for the students to have this kind

of opportunity to have a bit of a break.
They’re getting ready for final exams.”

The night featured drinks and hors
d’oeuvres, as well as dancing to an eight-
piece swing-style band. The Nelsons,
whose daughter is a 1999 Salve Regina
graduate, said they donated their table
as a way to honor the men and women
who have served overseas.

In a prepared statement, Michael
Semenza, Salve’s vice president for uni-
versity relations and advancement, said
the Governor’s Ball began in 1977 with
help from then-Gov. J. Joseph Garrahy.
The event has raised $5 million in schol-
arship money, often through corporate
gifts. This year, Semenza said, the Nel-
sons are honoring military personnel
by “giving them a gift of a gala
evening.”

Gillis@NewportRI.com

‘It’s not why we do what we
do, but it’s nice to be

thanked.’

ARMY CAPT. ANSELM T.W. RICHARDS 

The 41st annual Christmas in
Newport celebration runs through
December. Highlights follow. For a
complete listing and updates, visit
www.christmasinnewport.org.

TODAY
GIANT HOLIDAY
GINGERBREAD HOUSE —
Newport Marriott Hotel atrium, 25
America’s Cup Ave., open daily 8
a.m.-9 p.m. Free with canned food
donation for charity. 849-1000.
BEAD FOR LIFE JEWELRY
FUNDRAISER — People’s Cafe,
282 Thames St., 7-9 p.m. Support
impoverished Ugandan women
who are lifting their families out
of poverty with their handmade,
high-quality beaded jewelry. 662-
7839 or www.beadforlife.org. 

WEDNESDAY
SKETCH A WINTER SCENE with
Newport artist Joseph Matose at
164 Broadway, 1-3 p.m. Learn how
to draw winter scenes. Limited to
10 participants. Advance
registration required. $50. 849-
5421. www.newportartist.com.
FESTIVAL OF ADVENT
LESSONS & CAROLS — The
Church of St. John the Evangelist,
Washington and Willow streets, 6
p.m. The Schola Cantorum of St.
John’s offers its annual Festival of
Advent Lessons & Carols. The
service is patterned after that
presented at King’s College,
Oxford. Free-will offering. 848-
2561 or www.saintjohns-
newport.org.
CHRISTMAS ACOUSTIC
CONCERT — Channing Memorial
Church, 135 Pelham St., 7-9:30
p.m. Area musicians perform
acoustic music for the benefit of
Lucy’s Hearth and the McKinney
Shelter. $15 adults, children with
adult admitted free. 849-4250 or
mgorman20@cox.net. 
THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
PUPPET SHOW — United
Congregational Church of
Newport, 524 Valley Road,
Middletown, 7 p.m. The ChiRho
Puppets present a larger-than-life
puppet show with angels, dancing
sheep and singing animals. Free-
will offering.
www.uccmiddletown.org.

THURSDAY
ART SHOW — Newport Yacht
Club, Long Wharf, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Art show by Newport students in
grades K-12 and unveiling of the
Postal Service commemorative
postmark for Christmas in
Newport. Free. 846-9410.
HOLIDAY CRITTER GLITTER
JEWELRY SALE — Potter League
for Animals, 87 Oliphant Lane,
Middletown, 6-8 p.m. “Guys Night
Out” featuring beer tasting and
appetizers, door prizes, gift
wrapping and personal shopping
assistance. Free admission. Sale of
jewelry benefits the Potter League.
Sale runs daily from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
through Dec. 11. 846-8276.
THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
PUPPET SHOW — United
Congregational Church of
Newport, 524 Valley Road,
Middletown, 7 p.m. The ChiRho
Puppets present a larger-than-life
puppet show with angels, dancing
sheep and singing animals. Free-
will offering.
www.uccmiddletown.org.

FRIDAY
TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY —
Family Skating Center, Newport
Yachting Center, America’s Cup
Avenue, 5:30 p.m. Music, carols,
refreshments, visits by Santa and
Mrs. Claus and more. Free. Public
ice skating available after the
festivities for $7 per adult and $5
per child (age 11 and younger). 846-
1600 or www.skatenewport.com.
THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
PUPPET SHOW — United
Congregational Church of
Newport, 524 Valley Road,
Middletown, 7 p.m. The ChiRho
Puppets present a larger-than-life
puppet show with angels, dancing
sheep and singing animals. Free-
will offering.
www.uccmiddletown.org.
“CHRISTMAS IN SONG” BY
THE NEWPORT NAVY
CHORISTERS — St. Lucy’s
Church, 909 West Main Road,
Middletown, 7:30 p.m. Concert to
benefit Christmas in Newport. $10
adults, $5 children younger than
12 and seniors, $20 families.
www.newportnavychoristers.org.
SERVICE OF LESSONS &
CAROLS — St. George’s School,
372 Purgatory Road, Middletown,

7:30 p.m. The birth of Jesus told
by lesson and song.
Congregational singing and carols
by the school choir. Free. 847-
7565 and www.stgeorges.edu.
CHRISTMAS CHORAL
CONCERT — Salve Regina
University, 100 Ochre Point Ave.,
8 p.m. SRU Chorus, Madrigals,
Men’s and Women’s Ensembles
perform a variety of choral
masterworks to holiday favorites.
$8 general admission, $5 seniors
and students. 341-2945.

SATURDAY
FORT ADAMS FESTIVAL OF
LIGHTS — Fort Adams, Harrison
Avenue, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Tree
lighting at dusk and decorating
contest. Stroll the grounds and
admire the trees, enjoy local high
school band performances. Hot
soups, hot drinks and sweets
available for purchase. $2
entrance fee. To decorate and
sponsor a tree, call 619-5801 or
846-0340. www.fortadams.org. 
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE —
International Tennis Hall of Fame
& Museum, 194 Bellevue Ave.
Open house 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.,
reading of “’Twas the Night
Before Christmas” at 2:30 p.m.
and a visit from Santa at 3 p.m.
Free admission with donation of
nonperishable food item for
charity. 849-3990.
www.tennisfame.com.
“KEEPING CHRISTMAS WITH
THE WHITEHORNES” — Samuel
Whitehorne House, 416 Thames
St., 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Glimpse the
simple Christmas festivities of the
early 1800s in a Federal-style
Newport home. Meet the two
Whitehorne daughters and learn
about the history of the holiday
and why some less tolerant
colonies had outlawed holiday
celebrations. Sample one of Mrs.
Whitehorne’s desserts and take
away a booklet of authentic
Colonial recipes. $5 per person,
children younger than 5 admitted
free. Saturdays and Sundays
through Dec. 18. 846-4152 or
liz@newportrestoration.org.
“UNDECKED HALLS: BEHIND
THE SCENES AT DORIS
DUKE’S MANSION IN WINTER”
— Rough Point, 680 Bellevue Ave.,
10 a.m.-3 p.m. (last tour at 2:30
p.m.). An authentic view inside

heiress Doris Duke’s Newport
mansion in the winter. Experience
the quiet first floor of the house,
visit the decorated staff wing,
hear about Miss Duke’s tropical
holiday spent in Hawaii, and learn
how Rough Point’s winter
caretaking traditions have
remained the same for the past
half century. Tours offered every
half-hour. Refreshments served.
$10 adults, $8 children younger
than 12. 847-8344 or
liz@newportrestoration.org.
HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR — Potter
League for Animals, 87 Oliphant
Lane, Middletown, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
and Sunday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free
admission. 846-8276.
“HOLLY DAYS” AT THE
NORMAN BIRD SANCTUARY —
582 Third Beach Road,
Middletown, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Holiday
celebration in nature with animal
presentations, story time, nature
crafts and Mabel’s Polar Express.
$5 adults, $3 children age 3-12
years, free for children younger
than 3. 846-2577, Ext. 15, or
kbotelho@normanbird
sanctuary.org.
BOXING DAY AT THE WANTON-
LYMAN-HAZARD HOUSE — Tour
departs from the Museum & Shop
at Brick Market, 127 Thames St.,
11:30 a.m. Hear the unique history
of the 1760 house and learn how
18th-century residents made their
way through the winter. $15 per
person, $10 for Newport Historical
Society members. Reservations
required. 841-8770.
KIDS’ COOKIE DECORATING
PARTY — Hyatt Regency Newport
Hotel & Spa, One Goat Island, 1-
2:30 p.m. Children are invited to
decorate cookies, participate in a
snowball relay race and pin
clothes on a giant gingerbread
man. Hot cocoa served. Bring an
unwrapped toy to benefit the Girls
& Boys Clubs of Newport County
or make a monetary donation to
“Give Kids the World.” 851-1234.
NEWPORT COUNTY INNS AND
BED AND BREAKFAST
CHRISTMAS TOURS — Various
establishments, 3-7 p.m. and
Sunday, 3-7 p.m. Tickets can be
purchased at the Newport Visitors
Center, 23 America’s Cup Ave., or
at the first house each day of the
tour. Light refreshments served.
$10 for one day. 855-8701 or
www.newportinns.com. 

WEDNESDAY
BLOOD DRIVE — Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Community
Center, 20 Dr. Marcus F.
Wheatland Blvd., Newport, 10:30
a.m.-1:30 p.m. 846-4828.
LECTURE — Newport Art
Museum, Griswold House, 76
Bellevue Ave., Newport, 3:30-
4:45 p.m. “Art History of
Photography” presented by
Shawn Parker, director of
education. $15 for members,
$20 for nonmembers. 848-
8200.
FILM SCREENING — The
Meeting House, 3850 Main
Road, Tiverton, 7:30 p.m. “Meet
John Doe” (1941), a cynical
satire by Frank Capra about a
publicity stunt that turns into a
popular political movement.
Free. 624-2600 or
www.fourcornersarts.org.

FRIDAY
POETRY READING —
Portsmouth High School library,
120 Education Lane,
Portsmouth, 7 p.m. Featuring
Nassau County (N.Y.) Poet
Laureate Linda Opyr. Open to
the public. 683-6404.

SATURDAY
HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR —
Potter League for Animals, 87
Oliphant Lane, Middletown, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Aquidneck Island
artisans will showcase a variety
of merchandise. 846-0592 or
www.potterleague.org.
“SANTA ON THE SEA” —
Departing from 2 Bowen’s Ferry
Landing, Newport, 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m. & 3 p.m.-4:30 p.m. Newport
Majestic cruise featuring family
photos with Santa, cocoa, child-
friendly menu, Christmas carols,
face painting and crafts. $25 for
adults, $15 for children age 3-12
years and free for children
under age 3. 849-3575 or
www.NewportMajestic.com for
tickets.
HOLIDAY BAZAAR — The
Village House Nursing Home, 70
Harrison Ave., Newport, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. Craft goods, jewelry,
raffle items, gift baskets, white-
elephant items and baked
goods. 849-5222. Also,
Donovan Manor, 19 Chapel St.,
Newport, 9 a.m.-noon. Food,
white-elephant items and
Christmas decorations. 847-2117.

SUNDAY
HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR —
Potter League for Animals, 87
Oliphant Lane, Middletown, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Aquidneck Island
artisans will showcase a variety
of merchandise. 846-0592 or
www.potterleague.org.

C A L E N D A RC H R I S T M A S  I N  N E W P O R T

tunities as well as the appli-
cation processes for such
undertakings.

The clearinghouse would
provide answers to questions,
examine possible savings and
help interested groups to
install energy-saving or
renewable-energy opera-
tions. The group would work
with existing energy special-
ists such as National Grid,
the state Office of Energy
Resources, the University of
Rhode Island Energy Center
and others to leverage its
reach.

Cookson said it is not
anticipated the clearing-
house would partner with
any private businesses in the
field, but rather act as an
independent agency in keep-
ing with its nonprofit status.
The organization’s office is
located on Broadway in New-
port.

“A lot of times, people or
businesses are interested in
(green energy), but they’re
not sure where to turn,” she
said. “We think there’s a role
we can fill to help provide
information in a timely
manner all in one place.”

“It’s an exciting idea,
where we could be a hub of
renewable energy and alter-
native energy,” added Tina
Dolen, the planning commis-
sion’s executive director.
“We’re not going to be per-
mitting or constructing any-
thing, but we’d be involved in
just about every other seg-
ment of energy in Newport
and Bristol counties.” 

Sheley@NewportRI.com

quit is unique and the coun-
cil should go along with the
committee that studied the
town buildings and recom-
mended that options be
sought for Nonquit before it
is sold.

The property most likely
will end up as a residential
use, Council President Jay
Lambert said.

Council Vice President
Cecil Leonard said it is diffi-
cult to talk about selling
Nonquit because his children
attended the school and his
family has fond memories of
it. “But reality is reality, and
we need to move forward,” he
said.

There will not be “a line of
buyers” for either Nonquit or
Ranger, Leonard said.

Any potential buyer of
Nonquit will be told the prop-
erty is believed to contain

Indian burials. Notifying
interested parties the site is
a known burial ground is
required under state law,
Town Solicitor Andrew Teitz
said.

Bob Martin, the town’s
maintenance foreman, was
a member of the committee
that studied town buildings
and made recommenda-
tions about which ones
should be kept and which
ones should be sold. There
is “no proof ” the Nonquit
property contains Indian
burials, he said.

‘They said they may have
found bones,” Martin said of
witness accounts of items
found during a construction
project at Nonquit decades
ago.

“But instead of Indians,
they may have been Por-
tuguese navigators,” Martin
said. “No one knows.”

Pobzeznik@NewportRI.com

Energy
Continued from A3

parents, Melissa and John,
and baby sister, Samantha, 15
months. Adrianna has been
talking about Santa for about
two months and said she
wants a laptop computer, an
iPod Touch and a Baby for
Real, a doll that eats real food.

“She comes with lots of
diapers,” Adrianna said.

Did she question why San-
ta arrived on a fire engine?

“She’s seen him at the
mall, on TV. Santa’s got all

kinds of avenues for getting
around,” John Simpson said.

Things were much less
stressful than two years ago,
when Martin was on vaca-
tion and Rose had to call him
on his cell phone shortly
before the tree lighting to ask
where the switch was locat-
ed. Martin directed him
through the basement of
Town Hall as Rose’s cell
phone weakened.

As it turned out, Martin
had put the tree on a timer so
the lights would go on exact-
ly as planned.

Pobzeznik@NewportRI.com

Schools
Continued from A3

Christmas
Continued from A3

MIDDLETOWN
TODAY
Middletown Police
Department award ceremony,
6 p.m., Town Hall.
Town Council, 7 p.m., Town Hall.

NEWPORT
TUESDAY
School Committee, 5 p.m.,
administration center.
Beach Commission, 6 p.m.,
Easton’s Beach Rotunda.

PORTSMOUTH
TODAY
Town Council, 7 p.m., Town Hall,
Council Chambers.
TUESDAY
Tax Assessment Review
Board, 7 p.m., Town Hall,
Portsmouth Room.

TIVERTON
TODAY
Arts Committee, 9 a.m., Town
Hall.
Wastewater Management
Commission, 5 p.m.,
Community Center.
TUESDAY
Planning Board, 7 p.m., Town
Hall.

M U N I C I P A L
M E E T I N G S

Westerly promotes
officer to police chief

WESTERLY — Westerly offi-
cials have selected a longtime vet-
eran of the police department as
its new chief.

Capt. Edward St. Clair had
been Westerly’s acting police
chief since Edward Mello retired
in September to take a similar
job in Jamestown.

The 47-year-old St. Clair
accepted the offer last week to
permanently take over as chief,
and contract details were being
worked out to present to the
Town Council today.

St. Clair has been with the
department for almost 23 years,
moving through the ranks in
positions such as school service
officer, detective sergeant, patrol
lieutenant and captain.

Town Council President Don-
na Serra said St. Clair has their
“full respect and support.”

A swearing-in ceremony is
scheduled Dec. 12 at Town Hall.

Deer hunting season
is open in Rhode Island

PROVIDENCE — The first
phase of Rhode Island’s deer sea-
son opens Saturday on both pub-
lic and private lands.

Shotgun hunting will be
allowed on state management
areas on the mainland through
Dec. 11, then again from Dec. 26
through Jan. 1. Hunting is per-
mitted on private lands in certain
areas through Dec. 18 and again
from Dec. 26 through Jan. 1.

The bag limit on state land is
one deer of either sex and one
antlerless deer. Hunting hours
run from a half-hour before sun-
rise to a half-hour after sunset.

State to form unit
to combat child abuse

PROVIDENCE — A new unit
is being formed by state prose-
cutors in Rhode Island to combat
child abuse.

Attorney General Peter F. Kil-
martin is set to announce details
today about the effort. The
announcement will take place at
Day One, an agency that serves
victims of sexual assault, domes-
tic violence and other violent
crimes.

Organizers say Day One will
also discuss the reaccreditation
of its Child Advocacy Center by
the National Children’s Alliance.
The center works with children
who have been sexually or phys-
ically abused.

Day One said the National
Children’s Alliance awards
accreditation based on an
agency’s compliance with 10
national standards.

Woman dies in crash
that ignited one car

NARRAGANSETT — Narra-
gansett police said a woman has
died as a result of injuries she
received in a collision that
caused one car to burst into
flames.

The crash late Saturday at
Route 108 and Clarke Road
involved two cars, including one
in which a 61-year-old woman
was critically injured. She later
died at South County Hospital.

One of the vehicles burst into
flames, but everyone was out by
the time fire crews arrived. 

� Associated Press
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Conservation is topic
of public workshop

PORTSMOUTH — Rhode
Island conservation districts
and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Natural
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice will hold an Eastern Dis-
trict workshop on Tuesday from
4:30-6:30 p.m. at the Portsmouth
Free Public Library, 2658 East
Main Road.

The workshop will focus on
various programs designed to
improve natural resource qual-
ity while enhancing agricul-
tural and forest production. Dis-
cussions will include forestry,
agriculture, livestock and
greenhouse operations. Atten-
dees will have an opportunity
to learn about their local con-
servation district, Rhode Island
Raised Livestock Association
and Rhode Island Resource Con-
servation & Development. 

Space is limited. For more
information or to register for
the workshop, call 934-0842.

A R T S  &
E N T E R T A I N M E N T
Museum will host
photography talk

NEWPORT — Newport Art
Museum, 76 Bellevue Ave., will
present an art history lecture,
“A Brief History of Photogra-
phy,” on Wednesday from 3:30-
4:45 p.m. The lecture, hosted by
Director of Education Shawn
Parker, will present a whirlwind
tour of photography’s evolution
during the past two decades. 

Admission costs $15 for
museum members and $20 for
nonmembers. For more infor-
mation, call 848-8200 or visit
www.newportartmuseum.org.

H O L I D A Y
H A P P E N I N G S
St. John’s offers
Festival of Advent

NEWPORT — The Schola
Cantorum of St. John’s will
offer its annual Festival of
Advent Lessons & Carols on
Wednesday at 6 p.m. at the
Church of St. John the Evan-
gelist, corner of Washington
and Willow streets.

The service is patterned after
that presented at King’s College,
Oxford, and made popular in
the United States during the
early part of the 20th century.
Repertoire will include ancient
chant, traditional Advent car-
ols and hymns, and new settings
of older texts.

A free-will offering will be
accepted. For more informa-
tion, call the parish office at 848-
2561 or organist/choirmaster
Jonathan F. Babbitt at 682-1630.

L O C A L  B R I E F S Gala gift says ‘thank you’ for service
By James J. Gillis
Daily News staff

NEWPORT — When Salve Regina
University Trustee David Nelson and
his wife, Gail, realized they were unable
to attend Saturday’s 35th annual Gov-
ernor’s Ball, they decided to give away
the seats at the table they had paid for
at the black-tie event at Ochre Court.

The Nelsons donated the places to
military personnel and Salve Regina
ROTC students. Army Capt. Anselm
T.W. Richards of Newport is one of
those who attended the ball, at which
Gov. Lincoln D. Chafee appeared, as well
as Maj. Gen. Kevin McBride, the state’s
adjutant general. 

“It’s nice when someone wants to say
‘thank you’ to those who have served,”
said Richards, who teaches military sci-
ence at Salve Regina. “People do say it,

and they say it a lot in Newport, it
seems. Maybe the Navy presence has
something to do with it, but people here
do tend to say ‘thank you.’ It’s not why
we do what we do, but it’s nice to be
thanked.”

Richards and his wife, Caroline,
attended the ball. Both are Salve Regi-
na graduates. Richards grew up in Penn-
sylvania and spent summers on Aquid-
neck Island. He was working for a law
firm in his home state when the terror-
ist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, took place
and he decided to enlist in the military.

He has served in Iraq and Egypt and
now works for the University of Rhode
Island ROTC program, which works in
conjunction with the smaller programs
at Salve Regina and Roger Williams Uni-
versity.

Also attending the ball as guests of
the Nelsons were Navy Lt. Cmdr. Col-
in Corridon and his wife, Kate, both of
Newport, and Army Maj. Robert
Phillips, also of Newport. Corridon
and Phillips served together in Bagh-
dad.

Salve ROTC students Christopher
Buckman, Andrew Maher, Deanna Cic-
carell, all seniors, and junior Steven
Benevides served as greeters at the ball
before taking their seats as guests at the
Nelson table.

“They had a chance to meet Gen.
McBride,” Richards said. “I think it’s
nice for the students to have this kind

of opportunity to have a bit of a break.
They’re getting ready for final exams.”

The night featured drinks and hors
d’oeuvres, as well as dancing to an eight-
piece swing-style band. The Nelsons,
whose daughter is a 1999 Salve Regina
graduate, said they donated their table
as a way to honor the men and women
who have served overseas.

In a prepared statement, Michael
Semenza, Salve’s vice president for uni-
versity relations and advancement, said
the Governor’s Ball began in 1977 with
help from then-Gov. J. Joseph Garrahy.
The event has raised $5 million in schol-
arship money, often through corporate
gifts. This year, Semenza said, the Nel-
sons are honoring military personnel
by “giving them a gift of a gala
evening.”
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‘It’s not why we do what we
do, but it’s nice to be

thanked.’

ARMY CAPT. ANSELM T.W. RICHARDS 

The 41st annual Christmas in
Newport celebration runs through
December. Highlights follow. For a
complete listing and updates, visit
www.christmasinnewport.org.

TODAY
GIANT HOLIDAY
GINGERBREAD HOUSE —
Newport Marriott Hotel atrium, 25
America’s Cup Ave., open daily 8
a.m.-9 p.m. Free with canned food
donation for charity. 849-1000.
BEAD FOR LIFE JEWELRY
FUNDRAISER — People’s Cafe,
282 Thames St., 7-9 p.m. Support
impoverished Ugandan women
who are lifting their families out
of poverty with their handmade,
high-quality beaded jewelry. 662-
7839 or www.beadforlife.org. 

WEDNESDAY
SKETCH A WINTER SCENE with
Newport artist Joseph Matose at
164 Broadway, 1-3 p.m. Learn how
to draw winter scenes. Limited to
10 participants. Advance
registration required. $50. 849-
5421. www.newportartist.com.
FESTIVAL OF ADVENT
LESSONS & CAROLS — The
Church of St. John the Evangelist,
Washington and Willow streets, 6
p.m. The Schola Cantorum of St.
John’s offers its annual Festival of
Advent Lessons & Carols. The
service is patterned after that
presented at King’s College,
Oxford. Free-will offering. 848-
2561 or www.saintjohns-
newport.org.
CHRISTMAS ACOUSTIC
CONCERT — Channing Memorial
Church, 135 Pelham St., 7-9:30
p.m. Area musicians perform
acoustic music for the benefit of
Lucy’s Hearth and the McKinney
Shelter. $15 adults, children with
adult admitted free. 849-4250 or
mgorman20@cox.net. 
THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
PUPPET SHOW — United
Congregational Church of
Newport, 524 Valley Road,
Middletown, 7 p.m. The ChiRho
Puppets present a larger-than-life
puppet show with angels, dancing
sheep and singing animals. Free-
will offering.
www.uccmiddletown.org.

THURSDAY
ART SHOW — Newport Yacht
Club, Long Wharf, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Art show by Newport students in
grades K-12 and unveiling of the
Postal Service commemorative
postmark for Christmas in
Newport. Free. 846-9410.
HOLIDAY CRITTER GLITTER
JEWELRY SALE — Potter League
for Animals, 87 Oliphant Lane,
Middletown, 6-8 p.m. “Guys Night
Out” featuring beer tasting and
appetizers, door prizes, gift
wrapping and personal shopping
assistance. Free admission. Sale of
jewelry benefits the Potter League.
Sale runs daily from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
through Dec. 11. 846-8276.
THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
PUPPET SHOW — United
Congregational Church of
Newport, 524 Valley Road,
Middletown, 7 p.m. The ChiRho
Puppets present a larger-than-life
puppet show with angels, dancing
sheep and singing animals. Free-
will offering.
www.uccmiddletown.org.

FRIDAY
TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY —
Family Skating Center, Newport
Yachting Center, America’s Cup
Avenue, 5:30 p.m. Music, carols,
refreshments, visits by Santa and
Mrs. Claus and more. Free. Public
ice skating available after the
festivities for $7 per adult and $5
per child (age 11 and younger). 846-
1600 or www.skatenewport.com.
THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
PUPPET SHOW — United
Congregational Church of
Newport, 524 Valley Road,
Middletown, 7 p.m. The ChiRho
Puppets present a larger-than-life
puppet show with angels, dancing
sheep and singing animals. Free-
will offering.
www.uccmiddletown.org.
“CHRISTMAS IN SONG” BY
THE NEWPORT NAVY
CHORISTERS — St. Lucy’s
Church, 909 West Main Road,
Middletown, 7:30 p.m. Concert to
benefit Christmas in Newport. $10
adults, $5 children younger than
12 and seniors, $20 families.
www.newportnavychoristers.org.
SERVICE OF LESSONS &
CAROLS — St. George’s School,
372 Purgatory Road, Middletown,

7:30 p.m. The birth of Jesus told
by lesson and song.
Congregational singing and carols
by the school choir. Free. 847-
7565 and www.stgeorges.edu.
CHRISTMAS CHORAL
CONCERT — Salve Regina
University, 100 Ochre Point Ave.,
8 p.m. SRU Chorus, Madrigals,
Men’s and Women’s Ensembles
perform a variety of choral
masterworks to holiday favorites.
$8 general admission, $5 seniors
and students. 341-2945.

SATURDAY
FORT ADAMS FESTIVAL OF
LIGHTS — Fort Adams, Harrison
Avenue, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Tree
lighting at dusk and decorating
contest. Stroll the grounds and
admire the trees, enjoy local high
school band performances. Hot
soups, hot drinks and sweets
available for purchase. $2
entrance fee. To decorate and
sponsor a tree, call 619-5801 or
846-0340. www.fortadams.org. 
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE —
International Tennis Hall of Fame
& Museum, 194 Bellevue Ave.
Open house 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.,
reading of “’Twas the Night
Before Christmas” at 2:30 p.m.
and a visit from Santa at 3 p.m.
Free admission with donation of
nonperishable food item for
charity. 849-3990.
www.tennisfame.com.
“KEEPING CHRISTMAS WITH
THE WHITEHORNES” — Samuel
Whitehorne House, 416 Thames
St., 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Glimpse the
simple Christmas festivities of the
early 1800s in a Federal-style
Newport home. Meet the two
Whitehorne daughters and learn
about the history of the holiday
and why some less tolerant
colonies had outlawed holiday
celebrations. Sample one of Mrs.
Whitehorne’s desserts and take
away a booklet of authentic
Colonial recipes. $5 per person,
children younger than 5 admitted
free. Saturdays and Sundays
through Dec. 18. 846-4152 or
liz@newportrestoration.org.
“UNDECKED HALLS: BEHIND
THE SCENES AT DORIS
DUKE’S MANSION IN WINTER”
— Rough Point, 680 Bellevue Ave.,
10 a.m.-3 p.m. (last tour at 2:30
p.m.). An authentic view inside

heiress Doris Duke’s Newport
mansion in the winter. Experience
the quiet first floor of the house,
visit the decorated staff wing,
hear about Miss Duke’s tropical
holiday spent in Hawaii, and learn
how Rough Point’s winter
caretaking traditions have
remained the same for the past
half century. Tours offered every
half-hour. Refreshments served.
$10 adults, $8 children younger
than 12. 847-8344 or
liz@newportrestoration.org.
HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR — Potter
League for Animals, 87 Oliphant
Lane, Middletown, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
and Sunday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free
admission. 846-8276.
“HOLLY DAYS” AT THE
NORMAN BIRD SANCTUARY —
582 Third Beach Road,
Middletown, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Holiday
celebration in nature with animal
presentations, story time, nature
crafts and Mabel’s Polar Express.
$5 adults, $3 children age 3-12
years, free for children younger
than 3. 846-2577, Ext. 15, or
kbotelho@normanbird
sanctuary.org.
BOXING DAY AT THE WANTON-
LYMAN-HAZARD HOUSE — Tour
departs from the Museum & Shop
at Brick Market, 127 Thames St.,
11:30 a.m. Hear the unique history
of the 1760 house and learn how
18th-century residents made their
way through the winter. $15 per
person, $10 for Newport Historical
Society members. Reservations
required. 841-8770.
KIDS’ COOKIE DECORATING
PARTY — Hyatt Regency Newport
Hotel & Spa, One Goat Island, 1-
2:30 p.m. Children are invited to
decorate cookies, participate in a
snowball relay race and pin
clothes on a giant gingerbread
man. Hot cocoa served. Bring an
unwrapped toy to benefit the Girls
& Boys Clubs of Newport County
or make a monetary donation to
“Give Kids the World.” 851-1234.
NEWPORT COUNTY INNS AND
BED AND BREAKFAST
CHRISTMAS TOURS — Various
establishments, 3-7 p.m. and
Sunday, 3-7 p.m. Tickets can be
purchased at the Newport Visitors
Center, 23 America’s Cup Ave., or
at the first house each day of the
tour. Light refreshments served.
$10 for one day. 855-8701 or
www.newportinns.com. 

WEDNESDAY
BLOOD DRIVE — Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Community
Center, 20 Dr. Marcus F.
Wheatland Blvd., Newport, 10:30
a.m.-1:30 p.m. 846-4828.
LECTURE — Newport Art
Museum, Griswold House, 76
Bellevue Ave., Newport, 3:30-
4:45 p.m. “Art History of
Photography” presented by
Shawn Parker, director of
education. $15 for members,
$20 for nonmembers. 848-
8200.
FILM SCREENING — The
Meeting House, 3850 Main
Road, Tiverton, 7:30 p.m. “Meet
John Doe” (1941), a cynical
satire by Frank Capra about a
publicity stunt that turns into a
popular political movement.
Free. 624-2600 or
www.fourcornersarts.org.

FRIDAY
POETRY READING —
Portsmouth High School library,
120 Education Lane,
Portsmouth, 7 p.m. Featuring
Nassau County (N.Y.) Poet
Laureate Linda Opyr. Open to
the public. 683-6404.

SATURDAY
HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR —
Potter League for Animals, 87
Oliphant Lane, Middletown, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Aquidneck Island
artisans will showcase a variety
of merchandise. 846-0592 or
www.potterleague.org.
“SANTA ON THE SEA” —
Departing from 2 Bowen’s Ferry
Landing, Newport, 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m. & 3 p.m.-4:30 p.m. Newport
Majestic cruise featuring family
photos with Santa, cocoa, child-
friendly menu, Christmas carols,
face painting and crafts. $25 for
adults, $15 for children age 3-12
years and free for children
under age 3. 849-3575 or
www.NewportMajestic.com for
tickets.
HOLIDAY BAZAAR — The
Village House Nursing Home, 70
Harrison Ave., Newport, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. Craft goods, jewelry,
raffle items, gift baskets, white-
elephant items and baked
goods. 849-5222. Also,
Donovan Manor, 19 Chapel St.,
Newport, 9 a.m.-noon. Food,
white-elephant items and
Christmas decorations. 847-2117.

SUNDAY
HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR —
Potter League for Animals, 87
Oliphant Lane, Middletown, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Aquidneck Island
artisans will showcase a variety
of merchandise. 846-0592 or
www.potterleague.org.

C A L E N D A RC H R I S T M A S  I N  N E W P O R T

tunities as well as the appli-
cation processes for such
undertakings.

The clearinghouse would
provide answers to questions,
examine possible savings and
help interested groups to
install energy-saving or
renewable-energy opera-
tions. The group would work
with existing energy special-
ists such as National Grid,
the state Office of Energy
Resources, the University of
Rhode Island Energy Center
and others to leverage its
reach.

Cookson said it is not
anticipated the clearing-
house would partner with
any private businesses in the
field, but rather act as an
independent agency in keep-
ing with its nonprofit status.
The organization’s office is
located on Broadway in New-
port.

“A lot of times, people or
businesses are interested in
(green energy), but they’re
not sure where to turn,” she
said. “We think there’s a role
we can fill to help provide
information in a timely
manner all in one place.”

“It’s an exciting idea,
where we could be a hub of
renewable energy and alter-
native energy,” added Tina
Dolen, the planning commis-
sion’s executive director.
“We’re not going to be per-
mitting or constructing any-
thing, but we’d be involved in
just about every other seg-
ment of energy in Newport
and Bristol counties.” 

Sheley@NewportRI.com

quit is unique and the coun-
cil should go along with the
committee that studied the
town buildings and recom-
mended that options be
sought for Nonquit before it
is sold.

The property most likely
will end up as a residential
use, Council President Jay
Lambert said.

Council Vice President
Cecil Leonard said it is diffi-
cult to talk about selling
Nonquit because his children
attended the school and his
family has fond memories of
it. “But reality is reality, and
we need to move forward,” he
said.

There will not be “a line of
buyers” for either Nonquit or
Ranger, Leonard said.

Any potential buyer of
Nonquit will be told the prop-
erty is believed to contain

Indian burials. Notifying
interested parties the site is
a known burial ground is
required under state law,
Town Solicitor Andrew Teitz
said.

Bob Martin, the town’s
maintenance foreman, was
a member of the committee
that studied town buildings
and made recommenda-
tions about which ones
should be kept and which
ones should be sold. There
is “no proof ” the Nonquit
property contains Indian
burials, he said.

‘They said they may have
found bones,” Martin said of
witness accounts of items
found during a construction
project at Nonquit decades
ago.

“But instead of Indians,
they may have been Por-
tuguese navigators,” Martin
said. “No one knows.”

Pobzeznik@NewportRI.com

Energy
Continued from A3

parents, Melissa and John,
and baby sister, Samantha, 15
months. Adrianna has been
talking about Santa for about
two months and said she
wants a laptop computer, an
iPod Touch and a Baby for
Real, a doll that eats real food.

“She comes with lots of
diapers,” Adrianna said.

Did she question why San-
ta arrived on a fire engine?

“She’s seen him at the
mall, on TV. Santa’s got all

kinds of avenues for getting
around,” John Simpson said.

Things were much less
stressful than two years ago,
when Martin was on vaca-
tion and Rose had to call him
on his cell phone shortly
before the tree lighting to ask
where the switch was locat-
ed. Martin directed him
through the basement of
Town Hall as Rose’s cell
phone weakened.

As it turned out, Martin
had put the tree on a timer so
the lights would go on exact-
ly as planned.

Pobzeznik@NewportRI.com

Schools
Continued from A3

Christmas
Continued from A3

MIDDLETOWN
TODAY
Middletown Police
Department award ceremony,
6 p.m., Town Hall.
Town Council, 7 p.m., Town Hall.

NEWPORT
TUESDAY
School Committee, 5 p.m.,
administration center.
Beach Commission, 6 p.m.,
Easton’s Beach Rotunda.

PORTSMOUTH
TODAY
Town Council, 7 p.m., Town Hall,
Council Chambers.
TUESDAY
Tax Assessment Review
Board, 7 p.m., Town Hall,
Portsmouth Room.

TIVERTON
TODAY
Arts Committee, 9 a.m., Town
Hall.
Wastewater Management
Commission, 5 p.m.,
Community Center.
TUESDAY
Planning Board, 7 p.m., Town
Hall.

M U N I C I P A L
M E E T I N G S

Westerly promotes
officer to police chief

WESTERLY — Westerly offi-
cials have selected a longtime vet-
eran of the police department as
its new chief.

Capt. Edward St. Clair had
been Westerly’s acting police
chief since Edward Mello retired
in September to take a similar
job in Jamestown.

The 47-year-old St. Clair
accepted the offer last week to
permanently take over as chief,
and contract details were being
worked out to present to the
Town Council today.

St. Clair has been with the
department for almost 23 years,
moving through the ranks in
positions such as school service
officer, detective sergeant, patrol
lieutenant and captain.

Town Council President Don-
na Serra said St. Clair has their
“full respect and support.”

A swearing-in ceremony is
scheduled Dec. 12 at Town Hall.

Deer hunting season
is open in Rhode Island

PROVIDENCE — The first
phase of Rhode Island’s deer sea-
son opens Saturday on both pub-
lic and private lands.

Shotgun hunting will be
allowed on state management
areas on the mainland through
Dec. 11, then again from Dec. 26
through Jan. 1. Hunting is per-
mitted on private lands in certain
areas through Dec. 18 and again
from Dec. 26 through Jan. 1.

The bag limit on state land is
one deer of either sex and one
antlerless deer. Hunting hours
run from a half-hour before sun-
rise to a half-hour after sunset.

State to form unit
to combat child abuse

PROVIDENCE — A new unit
is being formed by state prose-
cutors in Rhode Island to combat
child abuse.

Attorney General Peter F. Kil-
martin is set to announce details
today about the effort. The
announcement will take place at
Day One, an agency that serves
victims of sexual assault, domes-
tic violence and other violent
crimes.

Organizers say Day One will
also discuss the reaccreditation
of its Child Advocacy Center by
the National Children’s Alliance.
The center works with children
who have been sexually or phys-
ically abused.

Day One said the National
Children’s Alliance awards
accreditation based on an
agency’s compliance with 10
national standards.

Woman dies in crash
that ignited one car

NARRAGANSETT — Narra-
gansett police said a woman has
died as a result of injuries she
received in a collision that
caused one car to burst into
flames.

The crash late Saturday at
Route 108 and Clarke Road
involved two cars, including one
in which a 61-year-old woman
was critically injured. She later
died at South County Hospital.

One of the vehicles burst into
flames, but everyone was out by
the time fire crews arrived. 

� Associated Press
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