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"Aquidneck Island is a place worthy of the utmost

care and stewardship.”
Richard Youngken, Planner, Newport Collaborative Architects, Inc.

-Aquidncck Island
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Aquidneck Islanders realize that development is
important and necessary, but it is occurring at a
-ate that is not allowing them to preserve the places
and qualities that they value the most. Residents
would like to see managed growth that promotes a
balance between preservation and development.
More specifically they would like to:

B Link open space areas so that individuals
may walk or ride their bikes from one end
of the island to the other

B Preserve access to the coast, including
harbors, coves and beaches, so that people
may swim, fish or enjoy the incredible
sunsets and coastal breezes

B Encourage development that complements
the island’s New England character



“Active farmland, recreational areas and the coastline
would be linked by conservation corridors—
greenways. The pattern of open space would buffer
and frame appropriate areas for growth.”

Richard Youngken, Planner, Newport Collaborative Architects, Ine.

Link Open Space Areas

Watching children play soccer on a Saturday morning in a
Portsmouth field, tlying kites in a stiff” southerly breeze at Brenton
Point, swinging at Miantonomi Park, picking strawberries at Sweet
Berry IFarm, enjoying the solitude while walking around Sachuest
Point. Preserving open spaces keeps these activities available to
islanders and themr children.




Preserve Access to the Coast

Generations of islanders have found opportunities for recreation and
reflection at such places as The Glen, Sachuest Point and the island’s
many beaches. Increasing coastal access for residents as the island
develops ensures that these opportunities will be enjoyed by future
generations.
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"The total combination here is incredible—the mansions,
the ocean, open space, clean air and water.”
Participant from the Portsmouth Rotary Club meeting, June 2, 1998
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& "l would like to see more access to thebeaches and other coastal areas.”
|~ ey WS Participant from the Portsmouth, Middlétowhsand Newport Histotical Societies meeting, April 20, 1998
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lest i the Health of Coastal Habitats

Mil Kinsella-Sullivan, Common Fence Point Improvement Association

Unless you are a lover of mosquito bites and like the phragmites for what can be hidden there, the
salt marsh that is returning to Common Fence Point is 3 welcome change. 1n the late 1940s, the
Army Corps of Engineers filled in our marsh with dredge spoils from Narragansett Bay. Eventually,
5.14 acres were colonized by the phragmites because the salt water had been choked out. Stagnant
water bred mosquitoes, the phragmites were set on fire reqularly, and the fish and other wildlife
lost their habitat.
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Other Point residents and | walk around the marsh as often as we can. Managing 40+ acres of
beaches, tidal lands and parks takes 3 lot of effort and coordination. Fortunately, Common Fence
Point is 3 community that understands the importance of working together for the good of the
whole. If a group of volunteers from a small community can do it, imagine how much could be
accomplished if state and federal governments funded wetland restoration.
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Jrotect Public Access to the Shore
Sid Abbruzzi, Newport Resident

It used to be illegal to surf at many of the major surfing breaks on the island. In Newport, we had
a municipal ordinance that controlled where people could access the coast. Even residents couldn’t
access the stretch from First Beach to Castle Hill without being fined. Vet these were the best
surfing spots on the island. To many of us, it seemed absurd that we couldn’t enjoy the one thing
that made the island so different from any other place we knew.

One night, | decided to keep surfing until the police came and arrested me for breaking the city
ordinance. After being summoned to appear in District Court, | was immediately found quilty. |
appealed; yet, my petition wasn't recognized until the day of my appearance in Superior Court.
The judge reviewed the precedent, found me not quilty, and declared the city ordinance
unconstitutional. Since then, all of our surf spots have been on public rights-of-way.

The most effective way to prevent public access from diminishing is to join together and protect
those areas that are important to us. Otherwise, Aquidneck Island will reflect communities in
Florida and California where privatized development has blocked complete access along the
waterfront.

TORKIOS






Encourage De
Complements
New England
Character

Growth is negcessary to bml(i €
economic and social base. Yet, it must be
planned in_a way that protects the public’s
safety, enhcmces the island’s bcauty and
encourages ‘a sustainable economy By
g —Elgvdopmg in this way, ﬁlanders w1ll save scemi¢:
vistas, encourage walkable nelghborhoods,
protect historic sites and promote active
community centers.



“Use existing buildings for development projects.”
Participant from the Portsmouth, Middletown and Newport Historical
Societies meeting, April 20, 1998

Managed. Growth
Helen Sternberg-Powidzki, Newport County Board of Realtors

Properly conducted preservation programs’ that attempt to protect aquifers, agricultural lands,

. wetlands, scenic vistas, natural areas, historic properties and open spaces may have a positive effect
on out environment. However, we believe that growth should also be encouraged since it stimulates
the economy, increases the tax base and provides places to live and work. - We also realize the
vesponsibility we have to educate and work with local, state and federal governments and local
environmental groups to develop responsible growth planning that is equitable, while considering
the needs of transportation, residential, agricultural, commercial and environmental concerns. *
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"I vwould like to see 3 sense of balance

bcmeen dove ’lopmeht and preservation.”
C U Lo L._ Coalition of Newport Grassroots
C. 3uizition: C O 1L0) meeting, March 30, 1998

What we need is well-developed,
well-planned subdivisions—good use
6f space.”’

Participant from the Aquidneck Island Land Trust
pumeeting, January 12, 1998




Shape 3 Sense of Community
Fred Dallinger, Realtor

We have established 3 land trust, protected open space and formed an intra-island partnership
among Middletown, Portsmouth and Newport. Perhaps now we should look at how we live
together and how we can better shape 3 sense of community among our towns and each other
through a new concept in housing. Stuart Staniford-Chen from the Co-housing Network explained
it this way:

“Imagine a3 community where you knew all your neighbors. Where your neighbors would
loan you 3 car if you needed it, or take you to the hospital, or cook dinner for you if you
were ill. Think of a place where your children had lots of friends and could safely play [in]
the street. [magine that you came home most nights to eat dinner with friends in the
common hall down the road. And think of a place where the houses nestled close together
lin] a beautiful natural landscape left as untouched as possible by their presence.”

What this describes is a co-housing community. There are 3 hundred variations on this basic scheme.
Some have taken industrial or commercial buildings and converted them to co-housing. Others
did not build their community all at once, but took an existing neighborhood and converted it to
co-housing gradually by taking down one wall at a time. Some communities are rural, some are
suburban and some are urban. What they all have in common is a fierce commitment to living
together in the best way they can. They want to sustain each other and sustain the environment
they live in. Co-housing communities, while not for everyone, do offer a new hope for
intergenerational living, where people live in a caring community, and where each person is 3 vital
part of the whole community, not an isolated unit.
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_"Our parks, playgrounds and beaches were left to usin -
wtrust. In return, our task is to ensure that our community
sland remains healthy and available to all.”

Tmuni

: L
e
Mil Kinsella-Sullivan, Common Fence Point Resident ' m
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Training the labor force and inv estmg in the local edugational system will help ‘mee

businesses and strengthen the econoemy. Providing safe, decent and affordable houiSing for all will
help sustain a healthy living environment. Common Fence Point, Broadsway, Island Park, Tonomy
Hill and the Point are places where neighbors and community groups have joined lz:(,as to make their

part of Aquidneck Island a better place to live. Nei%hborhood cleanups, natural and historical
restoration projects, and local business improvements are\some of their successes.‘
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Maintaining safe neighborhoods, improving education and
- providing more cultural and recreational opportunities for
.y island families are crucial to community well-being. Several
. e organizations on the island are committed to fostering
T ¥ S island-wide cooperation that will:

B Build a sense of community through neighborhood
collaboration

B [nvestin educational programs that help children
become healthy, successful and resourceful citizens

B Celebrate the history of the island by enhancing
cultural activities

“Initiate more programs that unite the community.”
Participant in the Newport Residents Council meeting, May 11, 1998




Build Neighborhood Character

Joanna Sommetrville, Newport Resident

I've returned to my hometown, Newport, after being gone for 10 years. It's nice to move about
town, encountering familiar faces, as well as return to special places like the beaches and local parks.
[ took for granted the fresh air, the wide-open spaces and the feeling of safety walking the streets
day or night. 1 like being able to pack a snack and a good book and go out to Fort Adams for the
afternoon.

We've re-settled in the neighborhood that | grew up in. Many things have changed, but there is
still no place like home. Every year, the neighborhood has a block party to bring out the residents
and business owners and to convey to the community all the good things about the Broadway
neighborhood.

The improvements in the Broadway area have been well received. | would like to have our area
promoted to tourists in the same way as other areas in our city. | envision brochures and maps that
include the Broadway shops and historical sites. | would like to be able to say to my many friends
who will travel here that they will see street signs that will direct them to Broadway as they exit the
bridge.

TORKOCF

“We need to build 3 culture that enables us to come together for both the
good of the individual and the good of the whole. In doing this, we will

create 3 community grander then even our greatest dreams.”
Peter M. DiBari, Child and Family Services of Newport County




IRWith each other,
neighbor to neighbor.”
Participant from the Newport Residents
Council meeting, May 11, 1998




Foster Safe and Healthy Communities
Anne Berman, Church Community Housing Corporation of Newport County

| would like to see islanders work with residents in need to improve their lives. Aquidneck Islanders
should invest in safe and healthy communities where underprivileged children can enjoy a backyard,
where neighbors help each other renovate their homes and where stable living environments help
residents become financially stronger. For instance, first-time homebuyer c(-?asses could educate
people on paying off debt, managing budgets and establishing down payment funds that will help
them qualify for homeownership.

" n w . Cvire! o R

“Provide some spots on the island where people can stop, take in the

scenery, learn from informational signs there, and maybe reflect a bit."
David Brown, Aquidneck Island Planning Commission Member
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Invest in Educational Programs

That Help Children Become
Healthy, Successful and

Island schools have produced award-winning teachers and

Resourc efu1 have implemented practices that serve the individual needs

of their students and bring the community into the schools.

° , 0 L , ;
CltlZ ens There are many existing educational, day care and recreation
programs that give children the chance to become successtul

in what they strive for and develop a sense of responsibility.




"Provide kids with youth activities.”
Participant of the Friends of the Waterfront and the
Maritime Preservation Alliance meeting, June 18, 1998




Foster Successfi., Caring “itizens
Terry Gallagher, '2wport Housing Authority Maintenance Department

| started Keep It Clean to inspire kids and show them that they can help to improve their community.
Over the years, the event has evolved into 3 community cleanup and celebration with music and a
cookout. Many of our employees and friends have volunteered their time and provided prizes.

August 1998 was the ninth annual Keep It Clean Day in Newport's Tonomy Hill and Park-Holm
heighborhoods. Over 100 children spent the morning cleaning their yards and streets.

Keep It Clean Day is not just a one-day event about picking up litter. | organized the day so that
kids get a sense of accomplishment from working together to reach a goal. This is a way for kids to
realize the worth of their community and become responsible for helping one another. Introducing
this type of responsibility into children’s lives will help them to become successful and caring
citizens.

"Promote neighborhood pride with

awards for beautification projects.”
Participant of the Friends of the Waterfront and the
Maritime Preservation Alliance meeting, June 18, 1998
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“Keep it Cl&an helps the
morale of the kids and my
morale in my daily work in
these neighborhoods.”

Terry Gallagher, Newport Housing
Authority Maintenance Department




Teach Our Youth Marine-Related Skills
Jeff Johnstone, ) Boats

In 10 years, | see the local boat-building community more strongly united under the East Bay
Economic Initiative. Because of the effectiveness of the initiative, we'll see increased recognition
of Rhode Island as the boat-building capital of the world. We'll also boast a successful work-
training program that funnels high school students into the boat-building industry.

I'd like to see every kid in Newport County learn how to sail so that it becomes as common as
playing soccer is nowadays. Sailing should become a part of every islander’s experience, helping
connect them with their surroundings while promoting self-confidence, independence and
appreciation of our natural resources. Community programs like Sail Newport, International
Yacht Restoration School and others could be fully integrated into the public school systems and
expanded four- to five-fold over current levels in order to meet demand. Family memberships in
these programs (like YMCA memberships) would allow use of boats to those who don't own them.

"We need to provide ourselves and our kids with opportunities to

get the skills that will allow us to earn a decent salary.”
Participant in the Newport County Board of Realtors meeting, July 8, 1998
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Islandwide efforts can celebrate local history and culture ‘;'
through the purchase of historic buildings, the development

of a heritage trail and the organization of music, film and

art festivals. Appreciation of this heritage will unite
islanders.
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Izabella Casselman, Portsmouth Artist

-

T -
A T
Newport County has a long-standing tradition of creating functional and fine art. We have
makers and designers of furniture, jewelers, boat builders, potters and weavers. We have had
landscape artists painting the lushness of Aquidneck Island for the last 200 years. Looking ground
you can see the many qalleries that have opened in the last two decades, the variety of locally
produced magazines, both literary and commercial, and the theater companies, all surviving because
they fill 3 variety of needs—both economic and spiritual.

: -

Part of our future depends on remembering our hetitage of craftsmanship and the unique beauty
of our surroundings.
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“We need to capture our traditions—maintain farms,
boating and other activities.”
Participant from the Restoration Advisory Board meeting, April 15, 1998
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"We need an economic b%*ﬁﬁ that will allow
people to live and work on the island.”

Participant from the Rej’coration %&:}visory Board Meeting,
i
- 5 -

April 15, 1998 g
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Aquidneck Island residents want to foster an economy
that takes advantage of the island’s unique landscape
and coastal assets. With the potential release of” Navy
properties there is an opportunity to implement a

|-

creative islandwide strategy for economic

-

development. It is necessary to consider regional
influences andpressures from Boston and Providence
metropolitan ‘areas as plans are made for the island’s
economic future.

_The island’s economy should be based .r&m:

M ! 1 3
B High-tech, low-pollution industries

c

‘that enhanees the island’s charm
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gh-Tech, Low-P

Aquidneck Island offers management and employees just what they
are looking for: a high quality of life. This includes a strong educational

system and a good tax rate as well as access to recreational and cultural
activities. Protecting these assets will draw businesses that contribute
tax revenue, provide high-paying employment opportunities, and are
low-maintenance and em-‘ironme‘ntally sound.

et ———




Vision for the "Cor 275
Peter S. Damon, Past President, Bank of Newport

- . ' ' Vel

"t’ \’ o B A TE DY 1 L N ’
0w« o | by the careful development and maintenance of “corporate
Y wae 7 d supported to provide excellent office, research and light

'n 1 xcreational and exercise facilities. These parks will add to the
vowoor _ of their attractive and well-maintained grounds. The general
.. Lowaikio1oaths and playing fields integrated with the business structures.

o e . nd of the Naval Underwater Warfare Center will commute
| ul. o rtation linked through Fall River with Taunton, Boston and
. : w7 will be off-island, although local access to Portsmouth,
) 4. w ot 5 il besupported. Public transportation will follow the railroad
| 5" ot arks, shopping areas and museums. Water taxis will make it
~ * 1 w from Providence to Newport.

U ontinge "o be an environmen’cq\ly attractive place to live. Successful efforts
> = ooi rystem will be followed by joint fire, police and public works
S T s I( in greater munici ql LFﬁCIany

-« -on Jhe existing waterfront, harbor, beach and open space areas.

SO e U2t . wve the architectural and historic heritage embodied in the

fnL w, ol 4 . duseum and School, the Newport Historical Society, the
< ¢ wLorl Zoirty, and the Duke Restoration Trust.




Foster Sustainable Development
Matthew Weaver, Green Light Foundation, Inc.

| am 3 cofounder of the Green Light Foundation, Inc., and our vision is that environmental protection
and economic development work together so that our children will have the opportunity to enjoy
the same, if not better, quality of life experienced by our ancestors. There are hundreds of “green”
businesses and sustainable business practices that can be initiated if our region unites to support such
ventures. Some Rhode Island businesspeople, environmentalists, government officials, land trusts
and others are beginning to work towards making these concepts the norm in our decision making
for communities and businesses.

Many people believe that time is limited to preserve open space and protect quality of life due to
rapidly expanding populations and suburban sprawl. | want to know that 1 did all that 1 could.
Protecting the nature of things for our grandchildren is our most important responsibility.

“Small business growth and support should be highlighted as

part of the island’s economic development plan and vision.”
Keith Stokes, Executive Director, Newport County Chamber of Commerce






"There are so many hrstor:cal and brea‘ch’c '_'.'f;_'_..": g
structures and landscapes we could promoﬁe all over*

this island.”
Participant from the Middletown Ro‘cary Club meeting, A@rll 1, 1998

"“We need to attract businesses and tourlsts in all
sections of the city.”

P3,<ﬁﬁlsggpant from the Newport Residents Council meeting, @ﬂay 11, 1998

“Expand the tourist season. Have winter activities
’cha’c attract people
Participant from the M!ddle‘cown Rotary Club meeting, April 1, 1998
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nilances the
Island’s Charm
and Livability

Tourism T}

Tourism should celebrate and

island’s cultural and natural herit]

mzmagcd tourism honors c¢
character, provides year-round e
and consumes fewer natural reso



Redevelop the West Side of/q dneck Island

Donald Elbert, National Railroad Founc .on 1,4 Museum

We envision the west side of Aquidneck |~ "~ - “35-mile linear park, with 3 rail line
running down the middle. The park wou.d « ~ . " .. ., Jowntown Newport to the Sakonnet
River railroad bridge. Hopefully sometime i, .. . 1+ L . rk would extend beyond Aquidneck
Island to and through Fall River, MA, to Fr_-  , ¥ ., 7. oints east. The corridor would have
functional transportation use, consisting « < v~ © - ‘' ine, a walking, jogqing and in-line
skating trail on the west side of the rail line : "~1 "~ - v ath on the east side.

The west side could include benches at scer.. .. 5" .lered picnic tables, and plaques with
information describing the bay, its ecolog . . " ' . . At selected points, there would be
mini-information centers that would have -~ = - - - and provide walkers and bikers the
opportunity to learn about local Native A + % ay. Small rail depots and protected
rail shelters with bike racks would have =~ . ) i reting this segment of Ametrican
technology. The purpose of the corridor i L. ' . itional and educational opportunity

for residents and visitors 3like.

"I favor a3 ‘maritime zone’ for the west side
of the island that would mix commercial
marine-related uses with small open spaces
for parks and public boat launching sites.”
Joseph F. McEnness, Newport Resident

Adam Freedman
Elmhurst School
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There are two potential dev ..

activity requested by busines - o v

with local play only. Prope B c
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provide important wildlife h . & ~'C, N
hotels and other travel-relat | ...

A second potential project , , :
bike path spanning mostof t* .~ ~ i T e
recreational activity for resid L .

. t o« . .
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Lo - jnificantly enhance tourism on the
island for years to come. N 0 0t oo o

go|F is the humber one recreational

1nd courses are already near capacity

IP preserve Pi‘&C[OUS open space aﬂd

"lic play would help support existing

- well-designed and propetly located
“will continue to be a very important
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Dorothy Chase and Pat Chase, Chase Farms

Adapting to a changing market and development pressures has been a challenge throughout the
years. Some farmers have a narrow vision—they believe ’ch?/ can only farm in 3 traditional way,
which may not be the most successful. These farmers may be forced to sell their farms to developers.

Herbert Manton Chase was an innovative {armer; he knew how to adapt to the trials of farming
and he taught his children to do the same. Paying attention to what sells has helped us flourish.
For instance, as transportation improved and made produce from Florida and California available
to the Fast Coast, we shifted from growing produce and began to grow bedding plants (annuals
and perennials) and trucked them to garden centers from Connecticut to Maine.

We have always made our living from the earth. So, as the seasons change and the economy
fluctuates, we do also. When we imagine what this land would look like if we sold it to a developer,
it makes us appreciate even more what we have. We realize how lucky we are to still have a working
farm and still be able to make our living off the land. Even so, we worry about the future of our
farm. Over the years, we have seen our neighbors selling their land because it became too costly to
maintain.

We believe education on the general uses and maintenance of farmland is the key to protecting
farms. Local residents can help farmers stay in business by shopping at the Growers’ Market, but
also by supporting policies that protect the necessary activities of farming, such as spraying, mowing
and plowing. There is no other way to maintain farmland.




Support Local Farmers
Karen Menezes, Rhode Island Center for Commercial Agriculture (RICCA)

It is getting more difficult to make a living as a farmer, and many times the children of farmers
choose other careers. Often, as farmers grow older and find there is no one to take their place,
they sell their land to developers and retire on the profits. We cannot blame farmers for selling
their land.

My vision for Aquidneck Island is that islanders take the time to better understand and more
actively support the local farms. This vision can be achieved in many ways:

Buy food at the Growers” Market and local farm stands.

Meet local farmers to develop relationships. If islanders have questions about what kind of
pesticides are being sprayed at a farm they should ask the farmer or call RICCA.

Organize days when residents can visit local farms and learn about necessary farming activities,
such as spraying pesticides. This will increase tolerance among neighbors. Louis Escobar, of
Portsmouth, has been very good at interacting with residents. Residents were able to return
some of his kindness this past summer when his barn burned down and neighbors helped rebuild
it

Reactivate the Portsmouth Agricultural Commission to help council and municipal board

members better understand farming issues.

Provide potential homeowners with some of the realities about living near 3 farm before they
purchase land: Farmers need to spray their crops with pesticides or spread manure, sometimes
early in the morning.  Many times farmers must move equipment slowly along East and West
Main roads. All of these activities are leqal and highly requlated.

TOIR KIS



"I 'do not want my children of grandchildren
to think that the word ‘farm’ is synonymous
with ‘subdivision.””
Karen Menezes, RICCA ¢ )
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Ensure the Economic Viaa ty of Farming
Nancy Parker Wilson, Greenvale Farm and Vineyards, Portsmouth

A o e - ate climate and the water make Aquidneck
R R I .+ oanic, v oreserve the quality of life and the character
L . ! ! :lr ' . A

Our hope for the future of Aquidneck Island is embedded in our vision for the Greenvale Farm and
Vineyards, located along the Sakonnet River in Portsmouth. Our goal is to create a viable future
for this historic farm. When Greenvale was built in 1860, it was intended to be 3 self-sustaining,
50-acre, family-run operation. The same family has transformed Greenvale from a livestock farm
135 years ago to vineyards, now on the National and State Registers of Historic Places. With
authentic Victorian buildings and landscaping, along with the carefully restored 19th century farm
house, Greenvale is becoming a resource for visitors to learn about farming and historic presetvation
and enjoy delicious local wines. The response has been thrilling. We are pleased that we have
identified a means by which to take advantage of the wonderful growing conditions on Aquidneck
Island, to maintain the tradition of this farm in this family and to ensure its viability into the 21st
century. My vision for Aquidneck Island is to see more active farming that also integrates education,
conservation and recreation into its plan.






- trengthen Marine Trade:

The island’s unique boating environment—reliable winds, ample
cruising grounds, boating events, and boat-building and
services—make the area world-renowned. By generating
improvements in the marine industry, job security can be provided
for local residents, and financial benefits generated for the whole
island economy.







Sustain Traditions Boating Industries
Jeff Johnstone, J Boats

I've o in N koL 131 Lalso make my living in the boating industry, happily dependent

on’" Lusliyc . ... .. :Bw. My friends say I'm lucky, and I agree. The bay has so much to
o E?‘;c_‘ il i tion L' ater: g rich history, great sailing conditions, and marine products,
-t s irs o are tro other seaport can match. In 10 years | would like to be able to
sy tat A o ~taio 1 ging these resources and attributes in 3 way that is economically,
T n nvirol w0 eficial. More specifically, | would like to see increased public
Wi oiay i oo aomic well-being of Rhode Island’s marine industry and continued
onofl oo w7 of Narragansett Bay.
BINE S : e R
T g T T c » T
) . ~ e P G| i > B
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co0 T Ov CoUnLs G . L e G O v 1 L in
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"We need an active commercial waterfront.”
Sally Blacket, Coalition of Newport Grassroots Organizations
(CONGO) meeting, March 30, 1998
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around Aquidneck Island by ferry, rail or any
other form of transport. They should not have

to be dependent on the automobile.”

Keith Stokes, Executive Director, Newport County Chamber of
Commerce

"People should have the option of traveling
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, eof e their cars whether their destination is
ar yund the corner or across the island. This leads to
traffic congestion, air pollution and competition for
limited parking. Developing other methods of safely and
conveniently traversing the island can ease these
problems. Specifically:

B Improving modes of transportation to reduce
congestion and air pollution

B Connecting bike paths and sidewalks to allow
residents alternative means of commuting to work
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“rincluass T bt -~ rn _h cter

We can have 3 pedestrian paradise in - S [ L B

fndudmg reducing auto traffic by pr o T BT , '
Cup Avenue, slowing traffictomal. . .. AT SO o '

crosswalks and crossing lights.

slandwide transportation via bike path, bus and train provides healthy, environmentally sound
alternatives to the automobile. By focusing new development within a walkable distance from bus
and train stops, the bus system will become a viable transportation option.

A continuous bikeway around the island would be a boon to the tourist economy while reducing
the impact of tourism on our environment. Linking transportation alternatives to greenways,
either through buses or bike lanes on roads, is another complementary vision.

1 rr

. teli iran o atis going on in v et b e s 0 Tow in
P Zmoul.. For this recson, 1 oud like to see Aquidr o« Islanders

become involved in developing an islandwide transportatios strategy.”
Dr. Robert Quigley, Aquidneck Island Planning Commission
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-”’Ste Atlantean Projectt ¢ o8
envisions more intense i
developraent occurrin
along the ?;(st side oFg
Aquidneck Island with
restored rail service (from
Newport to Fall River and’
Boston) providing the
principal development
ﬁamqwork. Additionally, it
“supports the Aquidneck
Island Land Trust’s efforts to *
minimize development o”-;"
the east side of the island so
as to keep the easterne.
corridor’'s more natural’and

agricultural charaetef”
John Dalessio, The AH'W Project
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A Compact, Transit-Friend y JovC opirant Pattern
Allan A. Hodges, American Institute of Certific.t Planners

The pattern of urban sprawl and ko~ -y - 0 e o Avii ez sl it
has been permitted locally and inc == o ol o e |, ~re b3
transit-friendly development in the ™ v wit L L0 e (R o
is 3 challenge, but doable. Change n'w..t .. 2" © .41 Ton. gl on il Lt
the three jurisdictions on theisla:.!. = v to v 5 vz nio o W
comprehensive, land-use and transp v oo~ rdn T T b gl ve e g i e
needs. Such a plan needs to incorror B o N L P T S IPI
jurisdictional development and pr . ... S U Y [ P P
approach has been implemented .. ... —. " usindoc ToU oL U Ll s

challenge here nonetheless.

T ier 7T e WL Tl 0 s highways, transit facilities and services, and
: T N A wloo o . J'stive effect on an area’s development pattern.
C. . - s .- - anning context is necessary to prevent future
S w5 e i gnd, ?or example, may have positive impacts
in . _ 4 .« bt tomore ~m .onlin reducing traffic congestion. The recent
L U e oL S e s A Lority (RIPTA) bus service in Newport and
Mot i s st o o b or the automobile. The service, however, needs
ot S N G VAN L LR "t of state to increase ridership. The proposed
~ 0 e Ty _;e' 0, N.iport to Providence will have some impact in
A e e BT SO L aross Ly routes, such as to Warwick and T.F. Green

Mdre.t, o e wad s b To. o, Uo L intial extension of Massachusetts Bay Transit
Aowr T Foooo - Ne sorc . River could persuade workers and tourists to
R R 7 R P i otor o improvements will do much to protect the

e . o1 -
t I VAN [N e }\. w Mo Y a2 e . g




S' d lk Bike paths such as the East Bay Brke  Pathane
l ewa S the Cape Cod Rail Trail are popular in several

5 and walkers
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"Aquidneck Island offers a unique
location for cycling: very few hills,
“beautifutfarmland-amdrerean views
everywhere you look ... and
wonderful historic and recreational

destinations.”
Debbie Luhrs, Middletown Resident




Safe|y Accomodate Bikes on Our P.oads
Bob Anderson, Narradansett Wheelman's Association

We all spend too much of our lives driving our cars around the island, where there is little space to
add new roads, and where increasing car congestion threatens our quality of life. Although effective
bus and train transportation can replace cars, bicycles are a lot cheaper. My vision for Aquidneck
Island is a place where transportation by bicycle is accepted and encouraged. Achieving this is 3
simple matter of safely accommodating bicyclists on all public roads, just as every other user is
accommodated.

Many main roads, which were designed exclusively for automobiles, today sever any continuous
bicycle route linking Aquidneck Island’s towns, beaches and shops with our residential
neighborhoods. We should target these “bicycle unfriendly” roads for reconstruction to provide
wider lanes to better accommodate bicycles in the traffic mix.

Equally important is getting bicyclists to act and be treated as drivers of vehicles. For everyone’s
safety, bicyclists need to be educated in riding predictably and responsibly, while motorists need to
be educated about sharing the road. At the elementary school level, 3 formal bicycle education
program (such as the League of American Bicyclists’ “Effective Cycling” program) would teach
youngsters safe and responsible bicycling.

My vision is to see just 1 percent of existing transportation funding invested in bicycle safety
programs and road improvements. This will have big payoffs for the island. Congestion will ease,
air quality will improve and road maintenance costs will diminish (because bikes dont make
potholes). Also, kids will be able to get around independently and safely. Finally, there will be
health benefits because exercise is a good thing.

TR KIS
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"By creating sidewalké and bike
paths, you could provide safer
links to places like Second
Beach and the Norman Bird

Sanctuary for the residents and /
tourists visiting Newport, '

Middletown and Portsmetuth.”
Larry Taft, Norman Bird Sanctuary
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