
By David Klepper
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE — The
Rhode Island Senate voted
Tuesday to prohibit murder-
ers and child molesters from
cutting time off their sen-
tences through good behavior.

The legislation was
prompted by the early release
of Michael Woodmansee, con-
victed of second-degree mur-
der for killing 5-year-old Jason
Foreman of South Kingstown
in 1975 and keeping his shel-
lacked bones in his bedroom.

Woodmansee was released
last year after serving 28
years of his 40-year sentence.
Woodmansee, 53, agreed to
remain in custody in a men-
tal facility.

The legislation, written by
Attorney General Peter Kil-
martin, would make those
convicted of murder, molesta-
tion and certain other violent
crimes ineligible for earning
so-called “good-time” credits
going forward.

The House is considering
its own version of the legis-
lation. Attempts to pass sim-
ilar measures failed last year
after questions were raised
about the cost and legality of
withholding good-time cred-
its from inmates.

The version passed by the
Senate was crafted to address
those concerns. Supporters of
the bill said it strikes a bal-
ance between giving low-lev-
el offenders an incentive to

rehabilitate while ensuring
the most heinous criminals
serve their full sentences.

The proposed changes
would not adjust good-time
credits already earned by
offenders.

“While this legislation will
do nothing to erase the
tragedy of Jason Foreman’s
vicious murder, I hope its pas-
sage will bring some sense of
peace,” said the bill’s sponsor,
Sen. Susan Sosnowski, D-
South Kingstown.

The bill passed the Senate
32-2.

Kilmartin, a Democrat,
thanked members of the
Foreman family for pushing
for the changes.
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By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

Despite the large-scale devel-
opment that seems to have inun-
dated Aquidneck Island during
the past 20 years, nearly 60 per-
cent of the island remains open
space.

That’s according to the first
public study of its kind,
released Tuesday by the Aquid-
neck Island Planning Commis-
sion. Nearly half of all the open
space on the island — 6,484
acres — is in the town of
Portsmouth, with Newport and
Middletown combining for the
remaining 7,139 acres.

Those were some of the
highlights contained in the 26-
page Aquidneck Island Open
Space Mapping report from the
nonprofit organization, which
performed a yearlong study
with financial assistance pro-
vided by the van Beuren Char-

itable Foundation.
The goal of the study was to

provide a tool to local munici-
palities to use in evaluating
future development and recre-
ational opportunities as well as
habitat and watershed protec-

tion, said Chris Witt, director of
planning and communications
for the commission. Witt served
as the lead on the open space
mapping project.

“It was interesting to see how
much agricultural space there
still is on the island,” Witt said
Tuesday. “Also, it was somewhat
surprising how limited the pub-
lic recreational space is. While
the nature preserves and
Sachuest Point (National
Wildlife Refuge in Middletown)
could count towards the total,
other than Fort Adams and
Brenton (Point) State Park (in
Newport), there really aren’t
any major protected parks.”

As part of the study, a three-
tier “threat assessment” was
performed on the undeveloped
parcels to gauge how vulnera-
ble each site was to develop-
ment. Property classified as “1”
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Police had their way with confiscated slot machines
R E M E M B E R  W H E N ?

Newport County High Sheriff Her-
bert E. Macauley and his deputy
William P. Sullivan hit the jackpot, of
sorts, on Feb. 6, 1952.

Wielding sledgehammers, the two
lawmen smashed four slot machines
that were confiscated four years earli-
er from a private club on Ocean
Avenue and counted up the nickels
that spilled out. The “take” came to $20.
Neither the sheriff nor the state was
able to enjoy the loot. Judge Matthew
J. Faerber, entering an appearance at
the smash-and-grab for the Crossways
Club where the machines were found,
served a writ freezing the money until
a court hearing could be held, accord-
ing to a Newport Daily News story.

The Crossways Club was searched
in July 1948 after a local painting con-
tractor filed a writ of attachment
because he never was paid for his work
there. When police went into the club
they found the four one-armed bandits
and promptly confiscated the
machines. Police held them in the base-
ment of the courthouse — now called
the Florence K. Murray Judicial Com-
plex — to see if anyone would claim
them.

Nobody did — presumably because
they could have been charged with
operating an illegal gambling parlor.

After four years, Judge Arthur J.
Sullivan ordered the machines for-
feited to the state.

The two sheriffs evidently enjoyed
their afternoon’s work.

“Macauley, in shirt-sleeves, showed

mid-season hammering form in knock-
ing the stuffings out of the first
machine. Deputy Sheriff William P.
Sullivan struck the next blows for jus-
tice,” The Daily News reported.

“‘That’s the Irish in him,’ said the
approving Macauley, as the machine
groaned and rattled in protest.

“As the work progressed, the sher-
iffs pulled apart the coin boxes and
placed the nickels in a cigar box for
counting later. Total yield was not
expected to be more than $20,” the sto-
ry said.

But before the machines yielded to
the sledgehammers, Deputy Sullivan
couldn’t resist giving it one more play,
The Daily News reported.

“Just before the destruction got
underway, Sullivan grabbed a stray
nickel, fed it into one of the machines
and pulled the crank. Round and round
went the colored wheels and clicked to
a halt at cherry-cherry-orange.

“‘You got a hit,’ a spectator called
out. Not a single coin rolled out of the
nickel-swallower. But the machines
paid off with a crash when the ham-
mer went into action.”

With the lone exception of approv-
ing jai alai in 1973, city residents have
not wavered in their opposition to gam-
bling in the 60 years since. In 1980, vot-

ers overwhelmingly rejected a casino
here. In the 1990s they rejected sever-
al attempts to have casinos built
around the state. In 1992 the General
Assembly, over objections from city
officials, allowed the jai alai parlor to
install slot machines.

Local opposition to gambling will be
tested this fall. The General Assembly
is expected to approve a referendum
that would allow voters to decide
whether to allow Newport Grand, the
former jai alai fronton, to install table
games and turn the slot parlor into a
full-fledged casino. The move is being
touted as the only way to keep the busi-
ness open, given that Massachusetts
has approved the establishment of
three casinos in that state, one of
which is expected to be located in
southeastern Massachusetts.

� Joe Baker

What was making headlines — and
photographs — this month in history?
Daily News staff members help you
“Remember When” by compiling this
weekly feature using The Daily News
archives. If you have an update on an
item, send an email to
CityDesk@NewportRI.com or call
380-2354.

Daily News file photo

Newport County High Sheriff Herbert E. Macauley takes a 
sledgehammer to four slot machines in February 1952. The illegal
gambling devices were ordered to be destroyed years after being
seized from a private club on Ocean Avenue in Newport. Looking on
is Deputy Sheriff John Raffert.

Island remains 60 percent open, study finds

Marley will add to summer buzz
Daily News staff

NEWPORT — Grammy Award-winning
reggae artist Ziggy Marley will open the
15th annual Sunset Music Series on June
29 at the Newport Yachting Center.

The eldest son of reggae legend Bob Mar-
ley is the first headliner to be announced
in what organizers are calling an expand-
ed Sunset Music Series, sponsored by Nan-
tucket Nectars. The next addition to the
lineup will be announced Monday.

Marley began his musical career in 1979
playing with his father and his siblings on
“Children Playing in the Streets” and went

on to earn five Grammy Awards, first with
his siblings in the band Ziggy Marley and
the Melody Makers and then as a solo
artist.

Last year, he marked his 30-year career
with the release of his first graphic novel,
“MarijuanaMan,” and an album, “Wild and
Free,” on his self-owned record label, Tuff
Gong Worldwide.

“Knowing that Newport Harbor will be
buzzing this June for the America’s Cup
World Series (which will run June 23-July
1), we felt we needed a sizzler act like Zig-
gy Marley to kick off the Sunset Music
Series,” Michelle Maker Palmieri, general

manager of the yachting center, said in
making the announcement Tuesday. “We’ve
tried to secure Ziggy for many years and
are thrilled he’ll be bringing his reggae par-
ty to Newport.”  

Palmieri also noted that the third annu-
al Newport Waterfront Reggae Festival will
be held Aug. 11 at the yachting center.

Tickets for the Marley concert will be
available Tuesday, Feb. 14, beginning at 10
a.m. and will cost $42 for standard seating
and $62 for preferred seating. Tickets can
be purchased by calling the box office at
846-1600 or online at www.newportwater
frontevents.com.

SUNSET MUSIC SERIES

Reggae icon will headline this year’s expanded series lineup

Contributed photo

Five-time Grammy winner Ziggy Marley, son of Bob Marley, will perform June 29 at the Newport Yachting Center.

Senate OKs
new rules for
early releases

Daily News file photo

Fort Adams State Park, known for hosting Civil War re-enactments and folk and jazz
festivals, among other events, is one of the better-known open spaces on Aquidneck
Island. A recent study by the Aquidneck Island Planning Commission found that 
nearly 60 percent of the island remains open space, although much of that land is
considered at risk for development.

LEARN MORE

To check out the
Aquidneck Island
Planning Commission’s
Open Space Mapping
project and related
reports, go to
aquidneckplanning.org/
openspace.cfm.

Inquiries can also be
directed to Chris Witt,
the commission’s
director of planning and
communications, at 845-
9299 or chris@
aquidneckplanning.org.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY

‘We cannot allow
predators to be

released early simply
for behaving well 
in the controlled

environment 
of a prison.’

PETER KILMARTIN
Rhode Island attorney general,
author of a measure to make 
certain inmates ineligible for 
earning ‘good-time’ credits 
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Crew completes barge recovery

TODAY
COLLEGE PLANNING NIGHT —
Portsmouth High School
auditorium, 120 Education Lane,
Portsmouth, 7 p.m. Sam Smith,
special assistant to the vice
president for enrollment
management and marketing in
Stonehill College’s admissions
office, will discuss steps for high
school juniors to consider as they
engage in the post-secondary
education planning process.
Followed by Q&A for parents and
students. 683-2139.

THURSDAY
INTERNATIONAL FILM SERIES
— Jamestown Philomenian Library,
26 North Road, Jamestown,
refreshments at 6:30 p.m., film at
7 p.m. “Pranzo di ferragosto” or
“Mid-August Lunch” (Italy),
directed by Gianni Di Gregorio,
explores the necessity of
companionship and the bonding
nature of shared food and wine.
Free. 423-7280.
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
CELEBRATION — Newport Public
Library, lower level program room,
300 Spring St., Newport, 7 p.m. An
“African American Read-In,” with
the theme of “Black Women in
American History and Culture,” will
feature community members and
local leaders reading selections by
their favorite African American
female authors in recognition of
Black History Month. Free. 847-
8720, Ext. 103.

FRIDAY
BLOOD DRIVE — BankNewport, 12
Turner Road, Middletown, 11 a.m.-2
p.m. Hosted by the Rhode Island
Blood Center. (800) 283-8385.
‘HAVE A HEART’ FUNDRAISER
— Hotel Viking, One Bellevue Ave.,
Newport, 5:30 p.m. The Potter
League for Animals will host its
39th annual “Have A Heart”
cocktail party and auction
fundraiser. Preview party from
5:30-6:30 p.m., main event from
6:30-8:30 p.m. Preview party
tickets cost $85 in advance, $100
at door, and include admission to
the main event. Main event tickets
cost $60 in advance, $75 at door.
846-0592 or
www.potterleague.org.
OPENING RECEPTION — Hunter
Gallery, Drury and Grosvenor
Center for the Arts, St. George’s
School, 372 Purgatory Road,
Middletown, 6:30-7:30 p.m. “Public
Spaces” by Brian Shure will be on
display through March 10. 842-
6679 or www.stgeorges.edu.
CABARET SHOW — Portsmouth
High School, cafeteria, 120
Education Lane, Portsmouth, 7
p.m. The Music Department will
present “Once Upon a Time,”
directed by senior Kate Ashley for
her senior project. Proceeds to
benefit the Music Department and

Music Boosters. Tickets cost $5 in
advance (pick up at main office);
$7 at the door. Coffee, hot
chocolate and desserts. 683-2124,
Ext. 2306.

SATURDAY
LECTURE — Newport Art
Museum, 76 Bellevue Ave.,
Newport, 2 p.m. Richard J.S.
Gutman will present “What’s New
is Old: 100 Years of Food Fads and
Mainstream Trends,” as part of the
museum’s 85th annual Winter
Lecture Series. Reception to
follow. $10 for museum members,
$15 for nonmembers, $5 for
students with ID. 848-8200.
WRITERS WORKSHOP — Newport
Public Library, 300 Spring St.,
Newport, 2 p.m. Reference
Librarian Luke Owens will discuss
revising and critically evaluating
work, and will include resources for
self-paced help and becoming part
of the online writing community.
Appropriate for adults and older
teens. Writers of all levels welcome.
847-7820, Ext. 208.
ART OPENING — Immediat-tee, 8
Fair St., Newport, 4-7 p.m. Artwork
by students of the East Bay Met
School will be on display. Free. 619-
1677. Also, Sheldon Fine Art, 59
America’s Cup Ave., Newport, 5-6
p.m. Artwork by Dennis Sheehan
will be on display. 849-0030.
FILM FUNDRAISER — Forty 1°
North, 351 Thames St., Newport, 7-
11 p.m. “For the Love of Film: A
newportFILM Friend-Raiser” will
feature short films, open bar, silent
auction table, light hors d’ oeuvres,
complimentary photo book booth,
DJ, dancing and more. Old
Hollywood style encouraged, but
not required. $65 at door. 
HIGH SCHOOL DANCE —

Jamestown Teen Center, 41
Conanicus Ave., Jamestown, 7-10
p.m. “VIBE,” a dance music-themed
event, with entertainment by DJ
Platz, black lights and strobe lights.
Chaperones and snack donations
appreciated. $5. 423-7261.
VALENTINE’S DINNER/DANCE
— Gilbert-Burton Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 4487, 52
Underwood Lane, Middletown, 7
p.m. Appetizers, buffet dinner. $25
per couple. 847-0102.

SUNDAY
SPAGHETTI DINNER —
Portsmouth VFW Hall, 822
Anthony Road, Portsmouth, 1-4
p.m. Hosted by the Ladies
Auxiliary of the VFW Post 5390.
Proceeds will be used to help send
the Portsmouth High School band
to the Cherry Blossom Parade in
Washington, D.C. $8.50 for adults,
$6.50 for children 5-12, free for
children 4 and younger. 441-3598.
HISTORICAL TALK — Middletown
Public Library, Community Room,
700 West Main Road, Middletown,
2-4 p.m. Russell DeSimone will
discuss “Rhode Island’s Dorr
Rebellion.” Donation of $5 per
person or $7 per family. 849-1870
or www.middletownhistory.org.
ART HISTORY LECTURE —
Portsmouth Arts Guild Center for
the Arts, 2679 East Main Road,
Portsmouth, 2:30-4:30 p.m. The
final lecture of a three-part series,
“The Birth of the Modern,” with
editor and former gallery director
Catherine Moran, examining
changes starting with the 1887
World’s Fair and the following two
world wars and their effects on art
produced in the 20th century.
Light refreshments. $5 for guild
members, $10 for nonmembers.

MIDDLETOWN
TODAY
Planning Board, 6:30 p.m., Town
Hall.

NEWPORT
TODAY
City Council, 6:30 p.m., City Hall,
council chamber.
THURSDAY
CSO Stakeholders Workgroup, 3
p.m., City Hall, council chamber.

PORTSMOUTH
TODAY
Agricultural (Impact) Advisory
Committee, 6 p.m., Town Hall,
Portsmouth Room.
Planning Board, 7 p.m., Town
Hall, Planning Board room.
Solid Waste/Recycling
Committee, 7 p.m., Town Hall.

THURSDAY
Glen Park Working Committee,
7 p.m., Town Hall, Planning Board
room.
Zoning Board of Review, 7 p.m.,
Town Hall, Council Chambers.
FRIDAY
Joint Pension Review
Committee, 8:15 a.m., Town Hall.

TIVERTON
TODAY
Fogland Beach Oversight
Committee, 5 p.m., Town Hall.
Cemetery Commission, 7 p.m.,
Community Center.
THURSDAY
Economic Development
Committee, 6 p.m., Community
Center.
Budget Committee, 7:30 p.m.,
Town Hall.

Daily News wire 
and staff reports

Work to salvage a barge that
sank off the Pell Bridge during
a late October storm finally has
wrapped up.

The U.S. Coast Guard
announced Tuesday that the
final pieces of equipment that
sank along with the barge were
recovered on Friday.

The barge was lifted to the
surface on Dec. 9, but several
pieces of equipment had bro-
ken free when the 120-foot
barge flipped underwater dur-
ing an Oct. 30 nor’easter,
including a 90,000-pound steel

shot reclaimer used in paint-
ing the bridge. The barge also
had thousands of gallons of
diesel fuel onboard that had to
be drained before the salvage
operation could begin.

The barge was operated by
Abhe & Svoboda, the contrac-
tor hired to paint the bridge. It
hired Donjon Marine, an inter-
national salvage company
based in New Jersey, to salvage
the sunken barge.

The Coast Guard, state
Department of Environmental
Management and Rhode Island
Turnpike and Bridge Author-
ity worked in a unified com-
mand to oversee the salvage

operation.
“We commend the entire

team for the cooperative man-
ner in which all worked to
raise the barge safely and with
extreme caution to minimize
any environmental impacts,”
said David A. Darlington,
chairman of the bridge
authority. “We can all be proud
of the results.”

The recovery barge is
moored at Senesco Marine in
North Kingstown, awaiting
transit to New Bedford, Mass.,
where the salvaged equipment
will be refurbished or
scrapped, according to the
Coast Guard.

C A L E N D A R
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Water customers warned
about solicitation letters
Daily News staff

A private company has been
sending solicitation letters to
water customers on Aquidneck
Island this week, offering
insurance to cover the cost of
repairing a customer’s water
service line should it fail.

Both the Newport Water
Division, which sells water to
Newport and Middletown res-
idents and businesses, and the
Portsmouth Water and Fire
District said they want their
customers to know that this
company is not affiliated with
or endorsed by either of the
municipal water providers.

The letters are from a com-
pany called HomeServe USA,
which is a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of Home Serve PLC, a
British company, according to
the company’s website. 

The solicitation letters have
across the top in all capital let-
ters: “IMPORTANT INFOR-
MATION REGARDING YOUR
WATER SERVICE LINE.”

Portsmouth Water says it
started receiving calls on Mon-
day from customers who “were
confused and concerned”
about the mailing. 

“Based on the calls, it
appears that HomeServe is tar-
geting elderly water cus-
tomers, at least initially,”
Portsmouth Water said in a
prepared statement. 

The solicitation letter says:
“Our records indicate your
property is not covered by
water service line coverage
from HomeServe. As a home-
owner, you are responsible for
the maintenance repair of the
water service line from your
service connection to the foun-

dation of your home.”
The company offers to cov-

er any repairs to that line for
up to two calls per year, with
up to $3,000 of coverage for
each call, or up to $6,000 per
year. The policy costs $59.88 per
year.

Portsmouth Water warns
that “the offered insurance has
a number of coverage exclu-
sions” and customers should
contact people knowledgeable
about insurance and contracts
before purchasing such a pol-
icy.

Newport Water also was
made aware of the mail solic-
itation through recent
inquiries from customers, and
in a prepared statement, advis-
es customers to fully research
any insurance policy and
provider before making a pur-
chase.

Daily News file photos

Sachuest Point National Wildlife Refuge in Middletown, known for its scenic 
waterfront walking trails and various animal sightings, such as this young buck seen
in December, is among the better-known open spaces on Aquidneck Island. 

is considered the least suscep-
tible to development and “3” the
most at risk.

The report found a majority
of the open space on the island
is in category “3,” but Witt said
the classification of each site
was not included in the public
report due to the sensitive
nature of some of the informa-
tion, including private owner-
ship. However, Witt said a
detailed map and breakdown
was presented to each of the
municipalities for reference
purposes.

For the study, open space was
defined as “an area of land or
water that is in its natural state,
used for agriculture, or free
from intensive development for
recreational, residential, com-
mercial, industrial or institu-
tional use.”

A variety of properties fall
under that classification,
including those used for ceme-
teries, farming, historic
resources, natural areas, recre-
ation, schools and utilities as
well as vacant land and water
resources, such as large ponds
and reservoirs.

Consideration also was giv-

en to land defined as “limited
development,” with 5 percent or
less taken up by structures and
impervious surfaces. The cate-
gory of “special” was employed
to cover parcels that did not fit
into any other subset, such as
the Old Colony rail line along
the west side of the island and
the Col. Robert F. Wood Airpark
in Middletown.

An advisory committee
helped establish the project’s
goals and review the accuracy
of the compiled maps and data.

“We had a lot of input and I
know there’s been a lot of inter-
est in the report,” Witt said.
“My sense is it’s going to be a
really useful tool and gives the
communities more of a bird’s

eye view of open space on the
island.”

All told, Aquidneck Island
encompasses approximately
24,200 acres. Originally, Pru-
dence Island and other outlying
islands in Portsmouth were not
going to be included in the
report, but Witt said when those
areas were added to the study,
the open space total increased
by 3,664 acres to 17,287 acres.

Agricultural uses occupied
the largest amount of open
space at 4,319 acres, according
to the report, followed by lim-
ited development at 2,210 acres
and recreation at 1,868 acres.

“It’s an important docu-
ment,” said Tina Dolen, execu-
tive director of planning com-
mission. “It helps highlight
what a unique place the island
is and how much open space is
still here.”

At the same time, Dolen said
it also spotlighted the diversity
of the island and its open spaces.

“Other than downtown New-
port, where it’s pretty densely
developed, everywhere you
look, there’s open space,” Dolen
said. “In one place, there might
be rock walls and fields and oth-
ers there’s forest, farms and
open space.”

Sheley@NewportRI.com

House mulls
gender identity
hate-crime bill

PROVIDENCE — Crimes
provoked by the victim’s gen-
der identity would be con-
sidered hate crimes under
legislation scheduled for a
vote in Rhode Island’s Gen-
eral Assembly.

The House is set to take up
the bill today. Similar legis-
lation was introduced last
year but did not pass.

Current state law defines
hate crimes as any crime
motivated by prejudice
involving race, religion, eth-
nicity, sexual orientation,
homelessness or disability.
The bill would add gender
identity and gender expres-
sion to the list.

“We cannot allow predators
to be released early simply for
behaving well in the con-
trolled environment of a
prison,” Kilmartin said in a
statement.

If enacted, the measure
would impact some 500
inmates who would no longer
be eligible for additional good-
time credits, according to A.T.
Wall, director of the state’s
Department of Corrections.
During a hearing on the bill
last month, Wall told lawmak-
ers the state can expect high-
er prison bills if those prison-
ers serve their entire sen-
tences.

The American Civil Liber-
ties Union testified that the
legislation might be unconsti-

tutional as it seeks to modify
prison sentences of people
already serving time.

The House version of the
bill is scheduled for a hearing
Wednesday.

House Rep. Teresa Tanzi, D-
South Kingstown, said the
House may consider tweaking
the bill to avoid potential legal
problems. Tanzi said the bill
might be less likely to face
legal challenges from inmates
if it only applies to crimes
committed in the future.

But Tanzi said she is confi-
dent any problems with the
bill can be worked out. She
said the outrage prompted by
Woodmansee’s early release
can’t be ignored.

“There seems to be a great
willingness to do this,” she
said. “I don’t think anyone felt
justice was served when this
man was released.”
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‘My sense is it’s going
to be a really useful
tool and gives the
communities more 
of a bird’s eye view 

of open space on the
island.’

CHRIS WITT
director of planning and 

communications for the Aquidneck
Island Planning Commission

Schilling’s 38 Studios
releases first game

PROVIDENCE — The video
game company owned by for-
mer Boston Red Sox pitcher
Curt Schilling has released its
much-anticipated first game.

Providence-based 38 Studios
released the single-player role-
playing game “Kingdoms of
Amalur: Reckoning” on Tues-
day. Schilling was on hand at a
gaming store in Bellingham,
Mass., where people lined up
well before its midnight release.

About 150 people showed up.
Schilling said the game’s debut
was “nerve-wracking but
exciting.”

38 Studios was founded in
Massachusetts but lured to
Rhode Island in 2010 after state
officials offered it a $75-million
loan guarantee. The state said
its backing would help the
company bring hundreds of
jobs and millions of dollars of
tax revenue to the state.

Terms proposed 
for prayer banner 

PROVIDENCE — Lawyers
on both sides of a legal battle
over a prayer banner at a
Rhode Island public high
school have agreed on condi-
tions for the display while
Cranston officials decide
whether to appeal an order
requiring its removal.

The terms filed on Tuesday
in U.S. District Court in Prov-
idence say the Cranston High
School West prayer banner
must remain covered with
wood while officials decide
whether to fight the removal
order. The banner has been
covered since a judge ordered
its removal in a lawsuit filed
on behalf of student Jessica
Ahlquist, who is an atheist.

If the city appeals, the wood
must be painted to match the
wall color and stay that way

during the appeal. If the city
doesn’t appeal, the banner
must be removed. The terms
must be approved by a judge.

Woman sentenced
for hit-and-run

PROVIDENCE — A Provi-
dence woman has been sen-
tenced to 3½ years in prison
for injuring City Councilman
Terrence Hassett in a hit-and-
run car accident.

Tihani Pichardo, 24, plead-
ed guilty and apologized before
being sentenced Tuesday in
Superior Court.

Authorities say Pichardo
struck Hassett in October 2010
while the councilman was
crossing Atwells Avenue in the
Federal Hill neighborhood.
Witnesses said she stopped
briefly, then fled the scene.

Hassett suffered serious
head and leg injuries but recov-
ered. He returned to his state
job and remains on the City
Council as president pro tem.

Hassett says he believes jus-
tice has been served and hoped
Pichardo’s family now can
move on past the incident.

Homeless advocates
to hold soup kitchen

PROVIDENCE — Homeless
advocates are planning to hold
a soup kitchen at the Rhode
Island Statehouse in an effort
to raise awareness about
homelessness and highlight
their call for more affordable
housing.

The soup kitchen is planned
for Thursday afternoon in the
Rotunda. The event is sched-
uled to be held weekly.

The Rhode Island Coalition
for the Homeless estimates
that 4,400 people in the state
experienced homelessness at
some point in 2010.

� Associated Press 
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Italian film featured
in series at library

JAMESTOWN — The
Friends of the Library will
present the Italian film
“Pranzo di ferragosto” as
part of its international film
series on Thursday at the
Jamestown Philomenian
Library, 26 North Road.
Refreshments will be served
at 6:30 p.m., and the film will
begin at 7 p.m.

“Mid-August Lunch,”
directed by Gianni Di Grego-
rio, is a 75-minute film about
the need for companionship
and the bonding nature of
shared food and wine. The
screening is free and open to
public. For more informa-
tion, call 423-7280. 

Students to perform
‘Once Upon a Time’

PORTSMOUTH — The
Portsmouth High School
Music Department will pres-
ent “Once Upon a Time” on
Friday at 7 p.m., in the school
cafeteria, 120 Education
Lane. Patrons may enter
through Door 17.

The cabaret will feature a
variety of soloists and choral
ensembles. Senior Kate Ash-
ley is directing the show for
her senior project. Choral
Director Meryl Moore is pro-
ducer, and Kristine Langel-
lo will accompany the
singers. Proceeds will bene-
fit the Music Department and
the Music Boosters.

Advance tickets cost $5 and
are available at the main
office. Tickets at the door cost
$7. Coffee, hot chocolate and
gourmet desserts will be
served at no additional cost.
For more information, con-
tact Meryl Moore at 683-
2124, Ext. 2306.

A R T S  &
E N T E R T A I N M E N T

By David Klepper
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE — The
Rhode Island Senate voted
Tuesday to prohibit murder-
ers and child molesters from
cutting time off their sen-
tences through good behavior.

The legislation was
prompted by the early release
of Michael Woodmansee, con-
victed of second-degree mur-
der for killing 5-year-old Jason
Foreman of South Kingstown
in 1975 and keeping his shel-
lacked bones in his bedroom.

Woodmansee was released
last year after serving 28
years of his 40-year sentence.
Woodmansee, 53, agreed to
remain in custody in a men-
tal facility.

The legislation, written by
Attorney General Peter Kil-
martin, would make those
convicted of murder, molesta-
tion and certain other violent
crimes ineligible for earning
so-called “good-time” credits
going forward.

The House is considering
its own version of the legis-
lation. Attempts to pass sim-
ilar measures failed last year
after questions were raised
about the cost and legality of
withholding good-time cred-
its from inmates.

The version passed by the
Senate was crafted to address
those concerns. Supporters of
the bill said it strikes a bal-
ance between giving low-lev-
el offenders an incentive to

rehabilitate while ensuring
the most heinous criminals
serve their full sentences.

The proposed changes
would not adjust good-time
credits already earned by
offenders.

“While this legislation will
do nothing to erase the
tragedy of Jason Foreman’s
vicious murder, I hope its pas-
sage will bring some sense of
peace,” said the bill’s sponsor,
Sen. Susan Sosnowski, D-
South Kingstown.

The bill passed the Senate
32-2.

Kilmartin, a Democrat,
thanked members of the
Foreman family for pushing
for the changes.

ALSO 

� House considers hate-
crime bill. A5

By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

Despite the large-scale devel-
opment that seems to have inun-
dated Aquidneck Island during
the past 20 years, nearly 60 per-
cent of the island remains open
space.

That’s according to the first
public study of its kind,
released Tuesday by the Aquid-
neck Island Planning Commis-
sion. Nearly half of all the open
space on the island — 6,484
acres — is in the town of
Portsmouth, with Newport and
Middletown combining for the
remaining 7,139 acres.

Those were some of the
highlights contained in the 26-
page Aquidneck Island Open
Space Mapping report from the
nonprofit organization, which
performed a yearlong study
with financial assistance pro-
vided by the van Beuren Char-

itable Foundation.
The goal of the study was to

provide a tool to local munici-
palities to use in evaluating
future development and recre-
ational opportunities as well as
habitat and watershed protec-

tion, said Chris Witt, director of
planning and communications
for the commission. Witt served
as the lead on the open space
mapping project.

“It was interesting to see how
much agricultural space there
still is on the island,” Witt said
Tuesday. “Also, it was somewhat
surprising how limited the pub-
lic recreational space is. While
the nature preserves and
Sachuest Point (National
Wildlife Refuge in Middletown)
could count towards the total,
other than Fort Adams and
Brenton (Point) State Park (in
Newport), there really aren’t
any major protected parks.”

As part of the study, a three-
tier “threat assessment” was
performed on the undeveloped
parcels to gauge how vulnera-
ble each site was to develop-
ment. Property classified as “1”
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Police had their way with confiscated slot machines
R E M E M B E R  W H E N ?

Newport County High Sheriff Her-
bert E. Macauley and his deputy
William P. Sullivan hit the jackpot, of
sorts, on Feb. 6, 1952.

Wielding sledgehammers, the two
lawmen smashed four slot machines
that were confiscated four years earli-
er from a private club on Ocean
Avenue and counted up the nickels
that spilled out. The “take” came to $20.
Neither the sheriff nor the state was
able to enjoy the loot. Judge Matthew
J. Faerber, entering an appearance at
the smash-and-grab for the Crossways
Club where the machines were found,
served a writ freezing the money until
a court hearing could be held, accord-
ing to a Newport Daily News story.

The Crossways Club was searched
in July 1948 after a local painting con-
tractor filed a writ of attachment
because he never was paid for his work
there. When police went into the club
they found the four one-armed bandits
and promptly confiscated the
machines. Police held them in the base-
ment of the courthouse — now called
the Florence K. Murray Judicial Com-
plex — to see if anyone would claim
them.

Nobody did — presumably because
they could have been charged with
operating an illegal gambling parlor.

After four years, Judge Arthur J.
Sullivan ordered the machines for-
feited to the state.

The two sheriffs evidently enjoyed
their afternoon’s work.

“Macauley, in shirt-sleeves, showed

mid-season hammering form in knock-
ing the stuffings out of the first
machine. Deputy Sheriff William P.
Sullivan struck the next blows for jus-
tice,” The Daily News reported.

“‘That’s the Irish in him,’ said the
approving Macauley, as the machine
groaned and rattled in protest.

“As the work progressed, the sher-
iffs pulled apart the coin boxes and
placed the nickels in a cigar box for
counting later. Total yield was not
expected to be more than $20,” the sto-
ry said.

But before the machines yielded to
the sledgehammers, Deputy Sullivan
couldn’t resist giving it one more play,
The Daily News reported.

“Just before the destruction got
underway, Sullivan grabbed a stray
nickel, fed it into one of the machines
and pulled the crank. Round and round
went the colored wheels and clicked to
a halt at cherry-cherry-orange.

“‘You got a hit,’ a spectator called
out. Not a single coin rolled out of the
nickel-swallower. But the machines
paid off with a crash when the ham-
mer went into action.”

With the lone exception of approv-
ing jai alai in 1973, city residents have
not wavered in their opposition to gam-
bling in the 60 years since. In 1980, vot-

ers overwhelmingly rejected a casino
here. In the 1990s they rejected sever-
al attempts to have casinos built
around the state. In 1992 the General
Assembly, over objections from city
officials, allowed the jai alai parlor to
install slot machines.

Local opposition to gambling will be
tested this fall. The General Assembly
is expected to approve a referendum
that would allow voters to decide
whether to allow Newport Grand, the
former jai alai fronton, to install table
games and turn the slot parlor into a
full-fledged casino. The move is being
touted as the only way to keep the busi-
ness open, given that Massachusetts
has approved the establishment of
three casinos in that state, one of
which is expected to be located in
southeastern Massachusetts.

� Joe Baker

What was making headlines — and
photographs — this month in history?
Daily News staff members help you
“Remember When” by compiling this
weekly feature using The Daily News
archives. If you have an update on an
item, send an email to
CityDesk@NewportRI.com or call
380-2354.

Daily News file photo

Newport County High Sheriff Herbert E. Macauley takes a 
sledgehammer to four slot machines in February 1952. The illegal
gambling devices were ordered to be destroyed years after being
seized from a private club on Ocean Avenue in Newport. Looking on
is Deputy Sheriff John Raffert.

Island remains 60 percent open, study finds

Marley will add to summer buzz
Daily News staff

NEWPORT — Grammy Award-winning
reggae artist Ziggy Marley will open the
15th annual Sunset Music Series on June
29 at the Newport Yachting Center.

The eldest son of reggae legend Bob Mar-
ley is the first headliner to be announced
in what organizers are calling an expand-
ed Sunset Music Series, sponsored by Nan-
tucket Nectars. The next addition to the
lineup will be announced Monday.

Marley began his musical career in 1979
playing with his father and his siblings on
“Children Playing in the Streets” and went

on to earn five Grammy Awards, first with
his siblings in the band Ziggy Marley and
the Melody Makers and then as a solo
artist.

Last year, he marked his 30-year career
with the release of his first graphic novel,
“MarijuanaMan,” and an album, “Wild and
Free,” on his self-owned record label, Tuff
Gong Worldwide.

“Knowing that Newport Harbor will be
buzzing this June for the America’s Cup
World Series (which will run June 23-July
1), we felt we needed a sizzler act like Zig-
gy Marley to kick off the Sunset Music
Series,” Michelle Maker Palmieri, general

manager of the yachting center, said in
making the announcement Tuesday. “We’ve
tried to secure Ziggy for many years and
are thrilled he’ll be bringing his reggae par-
ty to Newport.”  

Palmieri also noted that the third annu-
al Newport Waterfront Reggae Festival will
be held Aug. 11 at the yachting center.

Tickets for the Marley concert will be
available Tuesday, Feb. 14, beginning at 10
a.m. and will cost $42 for standard seating
and $62 for preferred seating. Tickets can
be purchased by calling the box office at
846-1600 or online at www.newportwater
frontevents.com.

SUNSET MUSIC SERIES

Reggae icon will headline this year’s expanded series lineup

Contributed photo

Five-time Grammy winner Ziggy Marley, son of Bob Marley, will perform June 29 at the Newport Yachting Center.

Senate OKs
new rules for
early releases

Daily News file photo

Fort Adams State Park, known for hosting Civil War re-enactments and folk and jazz
festivals, among other events, is one of the better-known open spaces on Aquidneck
Island. A recent study by the Aquidneck Island Planning Commission found that 
nearly 60 percent of the island remains open space, although much of that land is
considered at risk for development.

LEARN MORE

To check out the
Aquidneck Island
Planning Commission’s
Open Space Mapping
project and related
reports, go to
aquidneckplanning.org/
openspace.cfm.

Inquiries can also be
directed to Chris Witt,
the commission’s
director of planning and
communications, at 845-
9299 or chris@
aquidneckplanning.org.

OPEN A5

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

‘We cannot allow
predators to be

released early simply
for behaving well 
in the controlled

environment 
of a prison.’

PETER KILMARTIN
Rhode Island attorney general,
author of a measure to make 
certain inmates ineligible for 
earning ‘good-time’ credits 
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Crew completes barge recovery

TODAY
COLLEGE PLANNING NIGHT —
Portsmouth High School
auditorium, 120 Education Lane,
Portsmouth, 7 p.m. Sam Smith,
special assistant to the vice
president for enrollment
management and marketing in
Stonehill College’s admissions
office, will discuss steps for high
school juniors to consider as they
engage in the post-secondary
education planning process.
Followed by Q&A for parents and
students. 683-2139.

THURSDAY
INTERNATIONAL FILM SERIES
— Jamestown Philomenian Library,
26 North Road, Jamestown,
refreshments at 6:30 p.m., film at
7 p.m. “Pranzo di ferragosto” or
“Mid-August Lunch” (Italy),
directed by Gianni Di Gregorio,
explores the necessity of
companionship and the bonding
nature of shared food and wine.
Free. 423-7280.
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
CELEBRATION — Newport Public
Library, lower level program room,
300 Spring St., Newport, 7 p.m. An
“African American Read-In,” with
the theme of “Black Women in
American History and Culture,” will
feature community members and
local leaders reading selections by
their favorite African American
female authors in recognition of
Black History Month. Free. 847-
8720, Ext. 103.

FRIDAY
BLOOD DRIVE — BankNewport, 12
Turner Road, Middletown, 11 a.m.-2
p.m. Hosted by the Rhode Island
Blood Center. (800) 283-8385.
‘HAVE A HEART’ FUNDRAISER
— Hotel Viking, One Bellevue Ave.,
Newport, 5:30 p.m. The Potter
League for Animals will host its
39th annual “Have A Heart”
cocktail party and auction
fundraiser. Preview party from
5:30-6:30 p.m., main event from
6:30-8:30 p.m. Preview party
tickets cost $85 in advance, $100
at door, and include admission to
the main event. Main event tickets
cost $60 in advance, $75 at door.
846-0592 or
www.potterleague.org.
OPENING RECEPTION — Hunter
Gallery, Drury and Grosvenor
Center for the Arts, St. George’s
School, 372 Purgatory Road,
Middletown, 6:30-7:30 p.m. “Public
Spaces” by Brian Shure will be on
display through March 10. 842-
6679 or www.stgeorges.edu.
CABARET SHOW — Portsmouth
High School, cafeteria, 120
Education Lane, Portsmouth, 7
p.m. The Music Department will
present “Once Upon a Time,”
directed by senior Kate Ashley for
her senior project. Proceeds to
benefit the Music Department and

Music Boosters. Tickets cost $5 in
advance (pick up at main office);
$7 at the door. Coffee, hot
chocolate and desserts. 683-2124,
Ext. 2306.

SATURDAY
LECTURE — Newport Art
Museum, 76 Bellevue Ave.,
Newport, 2 p.m. Richard J.S.
Gutman will present “What’s New
is Old: 100 Years of Food Fads and
Mainstream Trends,” as part of the
museum’s 85th annual Winter
Lecture Series. Reception to
follow. $10 for museum members,
$15 for nonmembers, $5 for
students with ID. 848-8200.
WRITERS WORKSHOP — Newport
Public Library, 300 Spring St.,
Newport, 2 p.m. Reference
Librarian Luke Owens will discuss
revising and critically evaluating
work, and will include resources for
self-paced help and becoming part
of the online writing community.
Appropriate for adults and older
teens. Writers of all levels welcome.
847-7820, Ext. 208.
ART OPENING — Immediat-tee, 8
Fair St., Newport, 4-7 p.m. Artwork
by students of the East Bay Met
School will be on display. Free. 619-
1677. Also, Sheldon Fine Art, 59
America’s Cup Ave., Newport, 5-6
p.m. Artwork by Dennis Sheehan
will be on display. 849-0030.
FILM FUNDRAISER — Forty 1°
North, 351 Thames St., Newport, 7-
11 p.m. “For the Love of Film: A
newportFILM Friend-Raiser” will
feature short films, open bar, silent
auction table, light hors d’ oeuvres,
complimentary photo book booth,
DJ, dancing and more. Old
Hollywood style encouraged, but
not required. $65 at door. 
HIGH SCHOOL DANCE —

Jamestown Teen Center, 41
Conanicus Ave., Jamestown, 7-10
p.m. “VIBE,” a dance music-themed
event, with entertainment by DJ
Platz, black lights and strobe lights.
Chaperones and snack donations
appreciated. $5. 423-7261.
VALENTINE’S DINNER/DANCE
— Gilbert-Burton Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 4487, 52
Underwood Lane, Middletown, 7
p.m. Appetizers, buffet dinner. $25
per couple. 847-0102.

SUNDAY
SPAGHETTI DINNER —
Portsmouth VFW Hall, 822
Anthony Road, Portsmouth, 1-4
p.m. Hosted by the Ladies
Auxiliary of the VFW Post 5390.
Proceeds will be used to help send
the Portsmouth High School band
to the Cherry Blossom Parade in
Washington, D.C. $8.50 for adults,
$6.50 for children 5-12, free for
children 4 and younger. 441-3598.
HISTORICAL TALK — Middletown
Public Library, Community Room,
700 West Main Road, Middletown,
2-4 p.m. Russell DeSimone will
discuss “Rhode Island’s Dorr
Rebellion.” Donation of $5 per
person or $7 per family. 849-1870
or www.middletownhistory.org.
ART HISTORY LECTURE —
Portsmouth Arts Guild Center for
the Arts, 2679 East Main Road,
Portsmouth, 2:30-4:30 p.m. The
final lecture of a three-part series,
“The Birth of the Modern,” with
editor and former gallery director
Catherine Moran, examining
changes starting with the 1887
World’s Fair and the following two
world wars and their effects on art
produced in the 20th century.
Light refreshments. $5 for guild
members, $10 for nonmembers.

MIDDLETOWN
TODAY
Planning Board, 6:30 p.m., Town
Hall.

NEWPORT
TODAY
City Council, 6:30 p.m., City Hall,
council chamber.
THURSDAY
CSO Stakeholders Workgroup, 3
p.m., City Hall, council chamber.

PORTSMOUTH
TODAY
Agricultural (Impact) Advisory
Committee, 6 p.m., Town Hall,
Portsmouth Room.
Planning Board, 7 p.m., Town
Hall, Planning Board room.
Solid Waste/Recycling
Committee, 7 p.m., Town Hall.

THURSDAY
Glen Park Working Committee,
7 p.m., Town Hall, Planning Board
room.
Zoning Board of Review, 7 p.m.,
Town Hall, Council Chambers.
FRIDAY
Joint Pension Review
Committee, 8:15 a.m., Town Hall.

TIVERTON
TODAY
Fogland Beach Oversight
Committee, 5 p.m., Town Hall.
Cemetery Commission, 7 p.m.,
Community Center.
THURSDAY
Economic Development
Committee, 6 p.m., Community
Center.
Budget Committee, 7:30 p.m.,
Town Hall.

Daily News wire 
and staff reports

Work to salvage a barge that
sank off the Pell Bridge during
a late October storm finally has
wrapped up.

The U.S. Coast Guard
announced Tuesday that the
final pieces of equipment that
sank along with the barge were
recovered on Friday.

The barge was lifted to the
surface on Dec. 9, but several
pieces of equipment had bro-
ken free when the 120-foot
barge flipped underwater dur-
ing an Oct. 30 nor’easter,
including a 90,000-pound steel

shot reclaimer used in paint-
ing the bridge. The barge also
had thousands of gallons of
diesel fuel onboard that had to
be drained before the salvage
operation could begin.

The barge was operated by
Abhe & Svoboda, the contrac-
tor hired to paint the bridge. It
hired Donjon Marine, an inter-
national salvage company
based in New Jersey, to salvage
the sunken barge.

The Coast Guard, state
Department of Environmental
Management and Rhode Island
Turnpike and Bridge Author-
ity worked in a unified com-
mand to oversee the salvage

operation.
“We commend the entire

team for the cooperative man-
ner in which all worked to
raise the barge safely and with
extreme caution to minimize
any environmental impacts,”
said David A. Darlington,
chairman of the bridge
authority. “We can all be proud
of the results.”

The recovery barge is
moored at Senesco Marine in
North Kingstown, awaiting
transit to New Bedford, Mass.,
where the salvaged equipment
will be refurbished or
scrapped, according to the
Coast Guard.

C A L E N D A R

M U N I C I P A L  M E E T I N G S

Water customers warned
about solicitation letters
Daily News staff

A private company has been
sending solicitation letters to
water customers on Aquidneck
Island this week, offering
insurance to cover the cost of
repairing a customer’s water
service line should it fail.

Both the Newport Water
Division, which sells water to
Newport and Middletown res-
idents and businesses, and the
Portsmouth Water and Fire
District said they want their
customers to know that this
company is not affiliated with
or endorsed by either of the
municipal water providers.

The letters are from a com-
pany called HomeServe USA,
which is a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of Home Serve PLC, a
British company, according to
the company’s website. 

The solicitation letters have
across the top in all capital let-
ters: “IMPORTANT INFOR-
MATION REGARDING YOUR
WATER SERVICE LINE.”

Portsmouth Water says it
started receiving calls on Mon-
day from customers who “were
confused and concerned”
about the mailing. 

“Based on the calls, it
appears that HomeServe is tar-
geting elderly water cus-
tomers, at least initially,”
Portsmouth Water said in a
prepared statement. 

The solicitation letter says:
“Our records indicate your
property is not covered by
water service line coverage
from HomeServe. As a home-
owner, you are responsible for
the maintenance repair of the
water service line from your
service connection to the foun-

dation of your home.”
The company offers to cov-

er any repairs to that line for
up to two calls per year, with
up to $3,000 of coverage for
each call, or up to $6,000 per
year. The policy costs $59.88 per
year.

Portsmouth Water warns
that “the offered insurance has
a number of coverage exclu-
sions” and customers should
contact people knowledgeable
about insurance and contracts
before purchasing such a pol-
icy.

Newport Water also was
made aware of the mail solic-
itation through recent
inquiries from customers, and
in a prepared statement, advis-
es customers to fully research
any insurance policy and
provider before making a pur-
chase.

Daily News file photos

Sachuest Point National Wildlife Refuge in Middletown, known for its scenic 
waterfront walking trails and various animal sightings, such as this young buck seen
in December, is among the better-known open spaces on Aquidneck Island. 

is considered the least suscep-
tible to development and “3” the
most at risk.

The report found a majority
of the open space on the island
is in category “3,” but Witt said
the classification of each site
was not included in the public
report due to the sensitive
nature of some of the informa-
tion, including private owner-
ship. However, Witt said a
detailed map and breakdown
was presented to each of the
municipalities for reference
purposes.

For the study, open space was
defined as “an area of land or
water that is in its natural state,
used for agriculture, or free
from intensive development for
recreational, residential, com-
mercial, industrial or institu-
tional use.”

A variety of properties fall
under that classification,
including those used for ceme-
teries, farming, historic
resources, natural areas, recre-
ation, schools and utilities as
well as vacant land and water
resources, such as large ponds
and reservoirs.

Consideration also was giv-

en to land defined as “limited
development,” with 5 percent or
less taken up by structures and
impervious surfaces. The cate-
gory of “special” was employed
to cover parcels that did not fit
into any other subset, such as
the Old Colony rail line along
the west side of the island and
the Col. Robert F. Wood Airpark
in Middletown.

An advisory committee
helped establish the project’s
goals and review the accuracy
of the compiled maps and data.

“We had a lot of input and I
know there’s been a lot of inter-
est in the report,” Witt said.
“My sense is it’s going to be a
really useful tool and gives the
communities more of a bird’s

eye view of open space on the
island.”

All told, Aquidneck Island
encompasses approximately
24,200 acres. Originally, Pru-
dence Island and other outlying
islands in Portsmouth were not
going to be included in the
report, but Witt said when those
areas were added to the study,
the open space total increased
by 3,664 acres to 17,287 acres.

Agricultural uses occupied
the largest amount of open
space at 4,319 acres, according
to the report, followed by lim-
ited development at 2,210 acres
and recreation at 1,868 acres.

“It’s an important docu-
ment,” said Tina Dolen, execu-
tive director of planning com-
mission. “It helps highlight
what a unique place the island
is and how much open space is
still here.”

At the same time, Dolen said
it also spotlighted the diversity
of the island and its open spaces.

“Other than downtown New-
port, where it’s pretty densely
developed, everywhere you
look, there’s open space,” Dolen
said. “In one place, there might
be rock walls and fields and oth-
ers there’s forest, farms and
open space.”

Sheley@NewportRI.com

House mulls
gender identity
hate-crime bill

PROVIDENCE — Crimes
provoked by the victim’s gen-
der identity would be con-
sidered hate crimes under
legislation scheduled for a
vote in Rhode Island’s Gen-
eral Assembly.

The House is set to take up
the bill today. Similar legis-
lation was introduced last
year but did not pass.

Current state law defines
hate crimes as any crime
motivated by prejudice
involving race, religion, eth-
nicity, sexual orientation,
homelessness or disability.
The bill would add gender
identity and gender expres-
sion to the list.

“We cannot allow predators
to be released early simply for
behaving well in the con-
trolled environment of a
prison,” Kilmartin said in a
statement.

If enacted, the measure
would impact some 500
inmates who would no longer
be eligible for additional good-
time credits, according to A.T.
Wall, director of the state’s
Department of Corrections.
During a hearing on the bill
last month, Wall told lawmak-
ers the state can expect high-
er prison bills if those prison-
ers serve their entire sen-
tences.

The American Civil Liber-
ties Union testified that the
legislation might be unconsti-

tutional as it seeks to modify
prison sentences of people
already serving time.

The House version of the
bill is scheduled for a hearing
Wednesday.

House Rep. Teresa Tanzi, D-
South Kingstown, said the
House may consider tweaking
the bill to avoid potential legal
problems. Tanzi said the bill
might be less likely to face
legal challenges from inmates
if it only applies to crimes
committed in the future.

But Tanzi said she is confi-
dent any problems with the
bill can be worked out. She
said the outrage prompted by
Woodmansee’s early release
can’t be ignored.

“There seems to be a great
willingness to do this,” she
said. “I don’t think anyone felt
justice was served when this
man was released.”
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‘My sense is it’s going
to be a really useful
tool and gives the
communities more 
of a bird’s eye view 

of open space on the
island.’

CHRIS WITT
director of planning and 

communications for the Aquidneck
Island Planning Commission

Schilling’s 38 Studios
releases first game

PROVIDENCE — The video
game company owned by for-
mer Boston Red Sox pitcher
Curt Schilling has released its
much-anticipated first game.

Providence-based 38 Studios
released the single-player role-
playing game “Kingdoms of
Amalur: Reckoning” on Tues-
day. Schilling was on hand at a
gaming store in Bellingham,
Mass., where people lined up
well before its midnight release.

About 150 people showed up.
Schilling said the game’s debut
was “nerve-wracking but
exciting.”

38 Studios was founded in
Massachusetts but lured to
Rhode Island in 2010 after state
officials offered it a $75-million
loan guarantee. The state said
its backing would help the
company bring hundreds of
jobs and millions of dollars of
tax revenue to the state.

Terms proposed 
for prayer banner 

PROVIDENCE — Lawyers
on both sides of a legal battle
over a prayer banner at a
Rhode Island public high
school have agreed on condi-
tions for the display while
Cranston officials decide
whether to appeal an order
requiring its removal.

The terms filed on Tuesday
in U.S. District Court in Prov-
idence say the Cranston High
School West prayer banner
must remain covered with
wood while officials decide
whether to fight the removal
order. The banner has been
covered since a judge ordered
its removal in a lawsuit filed
on behalf of student Jessica
Ahlquist, who is an atheist.

If the city appeals, the wood
must be painted to match the
wall color and stay that way

during the appeal. If the city
doesn’t appeal, the banner
must be removed. The terms
must be approved by a judge.

Woman sentenced
for hit-and-run

PROVIDENCE — A Provi-
dence woman has been sen-
tenced to 3½ years in prison
for injuring City Councilman
Terrence Hassett in a hit-and-
run car accident.

Tihani Pichardo, 24, plead-
ed guilty and apologized before
being sentenced Tuesday in
Superior Court.

Authorities say Pichardo
struck Hassett in October 2010
while the councilman was
crossing Atwells Avenue in the
Federal Hill neighborhood.
Witnesses said she stopped
briefly, then fled the scene.

Hassett suffered serious
head and leg injuries but recov-
ered. He returned to his state
job and remains on the City
Council as president pro tem.

Hassett says he believes jus-
tice has been served and hoped
Pichardo’s family now can
move on past the incident.

Homeless advocates
to hold soup kitchen

PROVIDENCE — Homeless
advocates are planning to hold
a soup kitchen at the Rhode
Island Statehouse in an effort
to raise awareness about
homelessness and highlight
their call for more affordable
housing.

The soup kitchen is planned
for Thursday afternoon in the
Rotunda. The event is sched-
uled to be held weekly.

The Rhode Island Coalition
for the Homeless estimates
that 4,400 people in the state
experienced homelessness at
some point in 2010.
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Italian film featured
in series at library

JAMESTOWN — The
Friends of the Library will
present the Italian film
“Pranzo di ferragosto” as
part of its international film
series on Thursday at the
Jamestown Philomenian
Library, 26 North Road.
Refreshments will be served
at 6:30 p.m., and the film will
begin at 7 p.m.

“Mid-August Lunch,”
directed by Gianni Di Grego-
rio, is a 75-minute film about
the need for companionship
and the bonding nature of
shared food and wine. The
screening is free and open to
public. For more informa-
tion, call 423-7280. 

Students to perform
‘Once Upon a Time’

PORTSMOUTH — The
Portsmouth High School
Music Department will pres-
ent “Once Upon a Time” on
Friday at 7 p.m., in the school
cafeteria, 120 Education
Lane. Patrons may enter
through Door 17.

The cabaret will feature a
variety of soloists and choral
ensembles. Senior Kate Ash-
ley is directing the show for
her senior project. Choral
Director Meryl Moore is pro-
ducer, and Kristine Langel-
lo will accompany the
singers. Proceeds will bene-
fit the Music Department and
the Music Boosters.

Advance tickets cost $5 and
are available at the main
office. Tickets at the door cost
$7. Coffee, hot chocolate and
gourmet desserts will be
served at no additional cost.
For more information, con-
tact Meryl Moore at 683-
2124, Ext. 2306.
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