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t must have been some kind of a fight.
When John Alfred Hazard, a descendant of the
Hazards that helped found Newport, died in

1880, he cut his wife, Nancy, out of his estate.
Instead, Hazard bequeathed his substantial real
estate holdings in Newport and Middletown,
including 265 acres on the city’s south coast, to
the fledgling Newport Hospital Corp. That land
included waterfront property, described as
“Rocky Farm, from Bailey’s Beach east along the
ocean with frontage on Almy’s and the Lily
Ponds, and Easton’s Farm in Middletown from
Second Beach to Sachuest Point.”

Established in 1873 by an influential group of
local citizens, the hospital was operating a 12-bed
facility on Friendship Street at the time of Haz-
ard’s death.

But the widow Hazard was not about to go qui-
etly into the night. She took the case to court,
alleging her husband had been subjected to
undue influence in changing his will. Eventually,

she settled for a $65,000 lump-sum payment.
At the dawn of the 20th century, trolley car

lines stopped at the end of Bellevue Avenue,
restricting public access to beaches along what
eventually became Ocean Drive. That made Haz-
ard’s Beach a popular bathing spot for the Belle-
vue Avenue set, and bathhouses began popping
up along the beach.

Around 1926, the hospital leased the beach area
to the Hotel Viking, which had just opened. The
hotel allowed its patrons and many prominent
local families to use the private beach. It also
changed its name to the Viking Beach.

But the 1938 hurricane destroyed the beach and
it was rebuilt under the auspices of the hospital’s
real estate committee, which ran it until it once
again was destroyed in the Great Atlantic Hurri-
cane of 1944. Leery of rebuilding it for the second
time in six years, the hospital leased it once
again, this time to the newly formed Hazard’s
Beach Association, which eventually purchased

the beach from the hospital in May 1950.
The association continues to operate the pri-

vate beach. It now has 168 bathhouses, each rep-
resenting a share in the association. Shares and
bathhouses are passed down within families.
While they cannot be sold, they can be leased. 

Meanwhile, Hazard’s obituary might give some
insight as to why he cut his wife of 35 years out of
his will.

“Gen. Hazard was a man of marked peculiari-
ties, but was inflexible in maintaining what he
deemed right,” according to the obit which
appeared in the Newport Mercury on May 29,
1880. “He did not possess the qualities that gain
popular favor, but he was ever true to his convic-
tions.”

� Joe Baker

Then & Now is a weekly feature produced in 
cooperation with local historical societies.
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Environmental
groups, city
near settlement
The city will upgrade
sewer systems and
wastewater treatment
facilities, as well as pay a
$170,00 penalty.

By Sean Flynn
Daily News staff

Environment Rhode Island
and Newport residents who
sued the city claiming its
stormwater and sewage dis-
charges into Newport Harbor
and Narragansett Bay violated
the federal Clean Water Act
have reached a settlement with
the city.

Besides investing millions of
dollars to upgrade its sewer sys-
tem and wastewater treatment
facilities, the city must pay a
$170,000 penalty plus interest
under the agreement. It also
must pay $70,000 in legal fees for
the plaintiffs. Failure to comply
with any part of the agreement
brings penalties of up to $2,500
for every day each violation
continues.

While the nonprofit environ-
mental organization and David
Wixted, Ted Wrobel, Henry
Rosemont Jr. and the now
deceased Burt Hoffman filed the
lawsuit on July 17, 2008, the fed-
eral Environmental Protection
Agency and the Department of
Justice intervened and became
“primary plaintiffs,” City Solic-
itor Joseph J. Nicholson Jr.

wrote in a memorandum to the
City Council.

The federal agencies “are the
primary architects of the con-
sent order before you,” Nichol-
son wrote. The council will vote
whether to accept the 75-page
settlement on Wednesday. The
document outlines what action
the city must take to improve its
sewer collection and discharge
system.

A U.S. District Court judge
must approve the agreement as
well.

When a combination of
stormwater and sewage fills the
sewer system to capacity dur-
ing rainstorms, the excess is
released by the CSO facilities on
Washington Street and Welling-
ton Avenue. The Washington
Street CSO plant has an average
of 12 overflows a year, while the
Wellington Avenue CSO plant
has an average of 19 overflows
a year, according to engineers
studying the sewer system.

The Newport residents
joined with Environment
Rhode Island in order to force
the city to eliminate those over-
flows. 

The city hired CH2M Hill of
Boston, an engineering and
consulting firm, to develop a
“system master plan” to solve
the CSO problems and to rep-
resent the city — along with
Nicholson and Julia A. Forgue,
the city’s director of utilities —
in the consent agreement nego-

July jamboree

inny Lovegrove, above, a
member of the Toe Jam 

Puppet Band, squirts children 
during a car wash song Wednesday
at Ballard Park in Newport as part
of a free summer performance 
organized by the Friends of
Ballard Park. At left, Lovegrove
places wigs on audience members
during another musical number.
Children are  encouraged to sing
and dance during performances.

David Hansen � Daily News staff photos
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Dog’s owner sought
after pit bull incident
By Joe Baker
Daily News staff

NEWPORT — Keith W.
Stokes knew exactly what to do

when he saw
an unleashed
dog go after
his 8-week-old
puppy last
Sunday.

“I literally
ran over and
tackled the pit
bull, put an

arm around its throat and held
it to the ground,” he said.

Stokes, the executive director
of the Rhode Island Economic

Development Corp., and his
daughter Ashley had taken
their new puppy, Knuckles, to
Battery Park to help him social-
ize with people and other dogs.
Stokes’ wife and children gave
him the dog for his birthday.

A young woman had let her
pit bull off its leash to romp in
Newport Harbor, Stokes said.
Seconds later, the dog came out
of the water and went after
Knuckles. The pit bull, whose
name apparently was Petey,
lunged at Knuckles, who was on
a leash held by Ashley, Stokes
said.

New group to address traffic gridlock
By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

MIDDLETOWN — A new
group put together by the
Aquidneck Island Planning
Commission is looking to put
together a plan to deal with
traffic gridlock on the island.

Known as the “Regional
Traffic Incident Management
Program,” the volunteer board
met Wednesday night at Mid-
dletown Town Hall to review
what’s been accomplished so
far and to consider its next
steps.

“Almost every one of the sug-
gestions that came out of our
work revolves around better
communication,” said Peter C.

Cusolito, senior security and
emergency preparedness plan-
ner with Vanasse Hangen
Brustlin Inc., the consulting
firm that conducted the study
under the planning commis-
sion’s direction.

“We have to do a better job
sharing what’s happening on

the island, and statistics show
that 60 percent of all incidents
can be dealt with quicker and
many incidents take longer to
deal with than they should
because there aren’t those
measures in place.”

The Incident Management
Program is a spin-off of the
$500,000 Aquidneck Island
Transportation Study, also
sponsored by the Aquidneck
Island Planning Commission.
Tina Dolen, the commission’s
executive director, said Chris
Witt, director of planning &
communications, obtained
grant funding from the Rhode
Island Statewide Planning Pro-
gram to pay for the yearlong
effort.

Based on the presentation
Wednesday night, there are
many reasons why traffic
backs up and causes headaches
for local motorists, commuters
and tourists. Sometimes road
construction or an emergency
like a fire or a serious accident
is to blame. Special events can
cause problems, but often it’s
something as simple as a minor
fender-bender.

A number of proposals were
discussed Wednesday night to
improve traffic flow, including:

� Creating a process where
motorists can get information
about special events ahead of
time, along with minute-by-
minute updates on traffic. Cur-

Stokes

‘We have to do a better
job sharing what’s
happening on the

island.’

PETER C. CUSOLITO
senior security and emergency 

preparedness planner with 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin Inc.
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groups, city
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sewer systems and
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facilities, as well as pay a
$170,00 penalty.

By Sean Flynn
Daily News staff

Environment Rhode Island
and Newport residents who
sued the city claiming its
stormwater and sewage dis-
charges into Newport Harbor
and Narragansett Bay violated
the federal Clean Water Act
have reached a settlement with
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Besides investing millions of
dollars to upgrade its sewer sys-
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facilities, the city must pay a
$170,000 penalty plus interest
under the agreement. It also
must pay $70,000 in legal fees for
the plaintiffs. Failure to comply
with any part of the agreement
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for every day each violation
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Daily News staff
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dog go after
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bull, put an
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it to the ground,” he said.
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Development Corp., and his
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Stokes’ wife and children gave
him the dog for his birthday.
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Seconds later, the dog came out
of the water and went after
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name apparently was Petey,
lunged at Knuckles, who was on
a leash held by Ashley, Stokes
said.

New group to address traffic gridlock
By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff
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group put together by the
Aquidneck Island Planning
Commission is looking to put
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Known as the “Regional
Traffic Incident Management
Program,” the volunteer board
met Wednesday night at Mid-
dletown Town Hall to review
what’s been accomplished so
far and to consider its next
steps.

“Almost every one of the sug-
gestions that came out of our
work revolves around better
communication,” said Peter C.

Cusolito, senior security and
emergency preparedness plan-
ner with Vanasse Hangen
Brustlin Inc., the consulting
firm that conducted the study
under the planning commis-
sion’s direction.

“We have to do a better job
sharing what’s happening on

the island, and statistics show
that 60 percent of all incidents
can be dealt with quicker and
many incidents take longer to
deal with than they should
because there aren’t those
measures in place.”

The Incident Management
Program is a spin-off of the
$500,000 Aquidneck Island
Transportation Study, also
sponsored by the Aquidneck
Island Planning Commission.
Tina Dolen, the commission’s
executive director, said Chris
Witt, director of planning &
communications, obtained
grant funding from the Rhode
Island Statewide Planning Pro-
gram to pay for the yearlong
effort.

Based on the presentation
Wednesday night, there are
many reasons why traffic
backs up and causes headaches
for local motorists, commuters
and tourists. Sometimes road
construction or an emergency
like a fire or a serious accident
is to blame. Special events can
cause problems, but often it’s
something as simple as a minor
fender-bender.

A number of proposals were
discussed Wednesday night to
improve traffic flow, including:

� Creating a process where
motorists can get information
about special events ahead of
time, along with minute-by-
minute updates on traffic. Cur-
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‘We have to do a better
job sharing what’s
happening on the

island.’

PETER C. CUSOLITO
senior security and emergency 

preparedness planner with 
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Why turn your accident into ANOTHER HEADACHE?
Bring your car to

Barry’s Collision Center!
We’re here to handle all your collision repairs, 

and we’ll make it an easy, trouble free experience!

Barry’s Collision Center

We are I-car certified
We have an Insurance Deductible Discount & a Military Discount
UP TO $500!!

We offer the fastest turnaround time available!!

- FREE -
Estimates • Loaners • Pickup & Delivery

Paint Work Starting at $250

Have a crack in the windshield or a bump, ding, or scratch?
We offer unmatched pricing to get your car looking like new!
Call us today or swing on in for an estimate.

847-3152
250 West Main Rd. between
Rocky’s Hardware and the Newport Creamery.
For 24 Hr. Towing Call 847-4000      www.barrymotors.com
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HOURS MON-FRI 7AM-5PM SAT 7AM-12PM

C A L E N D A R

TODAY
BLOOD DRIVE — Portsmouth
High School, library, 120 Education
Lane, Portsmouth, 1-6 p.m. Hosted
by Rhode Island Blood Center.
248-5730.
ART OPENING — Visiting Artist
Gallery, 3848 Main Road, Tiverton,
3-5 p.m. Victoria Munroe Fine Art
Gallery’s exhibit, “Art, Design and
Observation,” will be on display
through Aug. 10. Free.
www.fourcornersarts.org. Also,
Tiffany Peay Jewelry, 3851 Main
Road, Tiverton Four Corners, 4-7
p.m. The “Pearl Show,” featuring
jewelry designer Tiffany Peay,
gemologist Pamella Regan Fox and
local jeweler Peter Tirpaeck, will be
on display through July 27. Free.
www.TiffanyPeay.com.
SURF EVENT — Rough Point, 680
Bellevue Ave., Newport, 5-7:30
p.m. “Rough Point After Dark:
Surfing Fest” will feature
discussions with Sid Abruzzi and
Kevin Cunningham, footage of
Newport surfers, raffles and more.
$5. Cash bar. 846-4152.
CONCERT — Glen Manor House, 3
Frank Coelho Drive, Portsmouth,
grounds open at 5:30 p.m.,
concert at 6:30 p.m. The American
Band will perform. Picnics,
blankets and lawn chairs welcome.
Free. 683 4177 or
www.glenmanorhouse.com.
CHILDREN’S NIGHT — Easton’s
Beach, 175 Memorial Blvd.,
Newport, 6 p.m. The Newport
Recreation Department will
present UNH’s “Little Red Wagon
Tour.” Admission free. Parking free
after 5 p.m. Beach amusements
and snack bar open during show.
845-5810 for weather
cancellations.
BOOK DISCUSSION — Island
Books, 575 East Main Road,
Middletown, 6:30 p.m. “A Visit
From the Goon Squad” by Jennifer
Egan will be discussed. Free. 849-
2665.
FILMMAKING WORKSHOP —
Jamestown Philomenian Library,
26 North Road, Jamestown, 7-8
p.m. The Rhode Island Museum of
Science and Art will present
“Animation: The Art and Science
of Visual Perception.” Free and
open to children ages 10 and older.
www.jamestownri.com/library.
DANCE PERFORMANCE — Great
Friends Meeting House, 30
Marlborough St., Newport, 7:30
p.m. Island Moving Co. will present
a preview of its annual Great
Friends Dance Festival, a series of
12 performances featuring guest
dance companies that will run
through July 31. $23 for adults, $18
for students and seniors. 847-
4470 or www.islandmovingco.org.
NEWPORT SUMMER COMEDY
SERIES — Newport Yachting
Center, 4 Commercial Wharf, 7:30
p.m. Steven Wright will perform.
$35. 800-745-3000,
newportcomedy.com.

FRIDAY
HELLENIC FEST — St. Spyridon
Greek Orthodox Church, corner of
Thames and Brewer streets,
Newport, 4 p.m.-midnight. Annual
festival will feature Greek food and
pastry, live music and dancing,
shopping at the Greek
marketplace. Free admission. 846-
0745 or www.hellenicfest.org.
4th FRIDAYS — Newport Art
Museum, 76 Bellevue Ave.,
Newport, 6-9 p.m. Shannon Corey

and Eric-Jon will perform as part
of the monthly series. $5 for
members, $8 for nonmembers,
cash bar. 848-8200.
SUNSET MUSIC SERIES —
Newport Yachting Center, 4
Commercial Wharf, Newport, 6
p.m. The Robert Cray Band will
perform, with special guest
Shemekia Copeland. $35-$55.
newportwaterfrontevents.com.
FILM SCREENING — International
Tennis Hall of Fame, 194 Bellevue
Ave., Newport, doors open at 7:30
p.m. “The Swell Season” will be
shown on the grass courts as part
of the NewportFILM July Mini-Fest.
No high heels, glass or chairs. $10.
www.newportFILM.com.
Not edited below here -sm

SATURDAY
”MUSEUM EXPLORERS” —
Newport Art Museum, 76 Bellevue
Ave., Newport, 10–11:30 a.m. Family
tour and art project. $3 with
general admission; admission free
for members all day and for
nonmembers from 10 a.m.–noon.
848-8200 or
www.newportartmuseum.org.
DINOSAUR WORKSHOP —
Sachuest Point National Wildlife
Refuge, 769 Sachuest Point Road,
Middletown, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Self-
guided program to learn about
various terrestrial and aquatic
species. Free. 847-5511.
HELLENIC FEST — St. Spyridon
Greek Orthodox Church, corner of
Thames and Brewer streets,
Newport, noon-midnight. Annual
festival will feature Greek food and
pastry, live music and dancing,
shopping at the Greek
Marketplace. Free admission. 846-
0745 or www.hellenicfest.org.
CONCERT — Long Wharf Mall
Plaza, Newport, 1-5 p.m. Abbey
Rhode will perform. Free. 864-
2015.
FUNDRAISER DINNER —
Newport Elks Lodge, 141 Pelham
St., Newport, 3-6:30 p.m. Hors
d’oeuvres, spaghetti and
meatballs, music, raffles and silent
auction to raise funds for lodge
maintenance. Free for children 5
and under, $10 for children ages 6-
12, $15 for adults. Open to public.
846-0815, Ext. 1, or 855-0602.
ART OPENING — Sheldon Fine Art,
59 America’s Cup Ave., Newport, 5-
7 p.m. Artwork by Candy Way will
be on display. 849-0030.

NEWPORT SUMMER COMEDY
SERIES — Newport Yachting
Center, 4 Commercial Wharf,
Newport, 6 and 9:15 p.m. Jeff
Dunham will perform two shows.
$65. (800) 745-3000,
newportcomedy.com.
DANCE PERFORMANCE — Great
Friends Meeting House, 30
Marlborough St., Newport, 7:30
p.m. Island Moving Co. will perform
as part of its annual Great Friends
Dance Festival, a series of 12
performances featuring guest
dance companies that will run
through July 31. $23 for adults, $18
for students and seniors. 847-
4470 or www.islandmovingco.org.

SUNDAY
BLOOD DRIVE — Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 5392 (main
hall), 134 Shove St., Tiverton, 8
a.m.–noon. Hosted by Rhode Island
Blood Center. 248-5730.
HELLENIC FEST — St. Spyridon
Greek Orthodox Church, corner of
Thames and Brewer streets,
Newport, noon-6 p.m. Annual
festival will feature Greek food and
pastry, live music and dancing,
shopping at the Greek
Marketplace. Free admission. 846-
0745 or www.hellenicfest.org.
NEWPORT INDEPENDENT
MUSIC FESTIVAL — King Park
gazebo, Wellington Avenue,
Newport, 3-6 p.m. Big Cat Blues
Band will perform. Free.
nimfest.com.
JUNIOR BIOLOGIST PROGRAM
— Sachuest Point National Wildlife
Refuge, 769 Sachuest Point Road,
Middletown, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service interns will show
participants the equipment and
working procedures of biologists,
and lead a walk on the refuge’s
trails. Bring binoculars and bug
spray. Free. 847-5511.
ART OPENING — Tiverton Town
Hall, 343 Highland Road, Tiverton,
2-4 p.m. The Tiverton Arts Council
will present “Salvage & Art,”
which will be on display through
Sept. 9. Free. 625-6710. Also,
Visiting Artists Gallery, 3848 Main
Road, Tiverton, 3-5 p.m. Works
from the Victoria Munroe Fine Art
Gallery, 18th and 19th century
drawings of architecture,
decorative arts, and natural
history, will be on display through
Aug. 10. Free.
www.victoriamunroefineart.com.
BOAT CRUISE — Leaves from 2
Bowen’s Ferry Landing, Newport,
5:30-8:30 p.m. The Newport Elks
Lodge’s annual Moonlight Boat
Cruise aboard the Majestic will
benefit lodge maintenance. Dinner,
entertainment and cash bar. $40
per person. Open to public. 225-
5656 or 846-0815, Ext. 1.
DANCE PERFORMANCE — Great
Friends Meeting House, 30
Marlborough St., Newport, 7:30
p.m. Island Moving Co. will perform
as part of its annual Great Friends
Dance Festival, a series of 12
performances featuring guest
dance companies that will run
through July 31. $23 for adults, $18
for students and seniors. 847-
4470 or www.islandmovingco.org.

MONDAY
PUBLIC FORUM — Newport
Public Library, program room, 300
Spring St., Newport, 6-7:45 p.m.
The Alliance for a Livable Newport
will present a forum on the Oliver
Hazard Perry Rhode Island Tall

Ship project. 841-0080 or
www.OHPRI.org.

TUESDAY
ART DISCUSSION — Newport Art
Museum, 76 Bellevue Ave.,
Newport, discussion noon-1 p.m.,
demonstration, 1-2 p.m. Featuring
artist Trent Burleson. Bring a
lunch. Free for members, $5 for
non-members. 848-8200 or
www.NepwortArtMuseum.org.
PUBLIC HEARINGS —
Community College of Rhode
Island Newport campus,
auditorium, One John H. Chafee
Blvd., Newport, 2-4 p.m. and 6-8
p.m. The Rhode Island Public
Transit Authority will hold public
hearings on proposed statewide
service reductions. 784-9500.
FAMILY NIGHT CONCERT —
Easton’s Beach, Newport, 6-7:30
p.m. The Newport Recreation
Department will present Rockin’
Soul Horns. Admission free.
Parking free after 5 p.m. Beach
amusements and snack bar will be
open during show. 845-5810 for
weather cancellations.
SUPPER CONCERT SERIES —
Sweet Berry Farm, 915 Mitchell’s
Lane, Middletown, 6 p.m. The
Elderly Brothers will perform.
“Fairground Midway Favorites,”
including Cincinnati chili mac,
sausage-and-pepper sandwiches
and gyros, will be available for
purchase. Free admission. 847-
3912.

SWIMMING BAN UPDATE

With contamination
having caused swimming
bans at several public
beaches in Newport
County, The Daily News
regularly will update the
status of those most
often affected by high
levels of bacteria.
According to the state
Department of Health, as
of this morning:

Atlantic Beach,
Middletown: Open.

Easton’s Beach,
Newport: Open.

Third Beach, Middletown:
Open.

King Park Beach,
Newport: Open.

Fort Adams State Park,
Newport: Open.

Peabody’s Beach,
Middletown: Open.

Sandy Point Beach,
Portsmouth: Open.

The health department
also advises against
swimming in the areas
above within 24 hours of
a heavy rainfall or within
200 feet of stormwater
discharges.

For the latest
information, visit
www.NewportDailyNews.
com and click on the
‘Going to the Beach?’
icon or call the health
department at 222-2749.

Elks Lodge to hold
fundraiser, cruise

NEWPORT — The Newport
Elks Lodge, 141 Pelham St.,
will hold a fundraiser for lodge
maintenance on Saturday
from 3-6:30 p.m.

The event will feature hors
d’ oeuvres, all-you-can-eat
spaghetti and meatballs,
music, raffles and a silent auc-
tion. 

Admission is free for chil-
dren 5 and younger, $10 for
children ages 6-12, and $15 for
adults. 

The event is open to the pub-
lic. Tickets can be obtained by

calling 846-0815, Ext. 1, or
Natasha at 855-0602. 

In addition, the Elks Lodge
will host its annual moonlight
boat cruise aboard the Majes-
tic on Sunday from 5:30-8:30
p.m. 

The cruise will leave from 2
Bowen’s Ferry Landing. The
evening will include dinner,
entertainment and a cash bar. 

The event is open to the pub-
lic and tickets cost $40 per per-
son. For tickets and more
information, call 846-0815, Ext.
1, or Robynne at 225-5656. 

R H O D E  I S L A N D  B R I E F S
New law cracks down
on grave desecration

PROVIDENCE — A Rhode
Island lawmaker says a recent
case of vandalism at a historic
Newport cemetery shows the
value of a new state law
enhancing penalties for grave
desecration.

In May, vandals caused an
estimated $125,000 worth of
damage when they knocked
over nearly 300 grave markers
in Island Cemetery. Three men
have been charged in connec-
tion with the vandalism.

The incident helped con-
vince lawmakers to pass leg-
islation this year increasing
the maximum fine for grave
desecration from $3,000 to
$5,000. It also requires vandals
to cover the cost of repairing
damage. The new law went
into effect this month.

Rep. Raymond E. Gallison
Jr., D-Bristol, who pushed for
the new law, says the Newport
case shows that grave dese-
cration is a serious crime that
requires serious punishment.

Trial of naval officer
to resume today

PROVIDENCE — The trial
of a United Arab Emirates
naval officer accused of keep-
ing an unpaid servant is
expected to resume with testi-
mony from witnesses who do
not need the assistance of an
interpreter days after a feder-
al judge questioned the accu-
racy of a translator.

Federal prosecutors and an
attorney for Col. Arif
Mohamed Saeed Mohamed Al-
Ali say testimony is scheduled
for today in U.S. District Court
in Providence.

Chief Judge Mary Lisi
recessed the trial on Tuesday
after raising concerns about
the accuracy of an inter-
preter’s translation of testi-
mony given by Al-Ali’s former
servant Elizabeth Cabitla
Ballesteros. The woman
speaks a dialect of the Tagalog
language.

She was being cross-exam-
ined by defense attorney
Robert Corrente when court
adjourned Monday. Corrente
says Ballesteros will not testi-
fy today.

Watson vows to fight
drug, DUI counts

NEW HAVEN, Conn. — A
Rhode Island state lawmaker
charged with drug possession
and driving under the influ-
ence in Connecticut is expect-
ed to plead not guilty to the
charges.

Jack O’Donnell, Rep. Robert
Watson’s attorney, said he
expected Watson to plead not
guilty today in New Haven
Superior Court.

Watson, a Republican from
East Greenwich, lost his job as
Rhode Island’s House minori-
ty leader after his arrest in
April in East Haven.

He has said that he would
mount a strong defense.

East Haven police say the 50-
year-old Watson had marijua-
na and cocaine in his system
when he was pulled over at a
drunken driving checkpoint.

Watson later said he had the
marijuana to treat pain from
pancreatitis, but didn’t smoke
that day. He denied being
drunk and using cocaine.

Watson is free on bail.

� Associated Press 

tiations. The CH2M Hill engi-
neers have presented a
timetable that calls for comple-
tion of the master plan near the
end of 2012.

The plan would then go to the
EPA and the state Department
of Environmental Management
for approval. Once approved,
preliminary design, final design
and permitting would extend to
the end of 2015. A series of
deadlines are outlined in the
consent agreement, including
one that calls on the city to pur-
chase and install 500 rain bar-
rels with a minimum capacity
of 55 gallons each by June 30,
2012. The agreement calls them
“rainwater harvesting sys-
tems.”

Finally, construction should

be completed by June 30, 2018,
according to the agreement,
which documents in detail what
the city must do to rehabilitate
its sewer system. However,
based on later review of the
plan’s recommendations and
approval by the regulatory
agencies, an alternate end date
could be agreed upon by the par-
ties, the agreement says.

The CH2M Hill engineers are
looking for ways to store excess
sewage and stormwater efflu-
ent within the system. Expand-
ing the wastewater treatment
plant on Connell Highway
would allow it to treat more
sewage faster on a daily basis.
The engineers have said one
goal could be to increase the
current capacity of the plant,
from treating up to 10.7 million
gallons daily to treating up to
15.7 million gallons daily.
Another option would be to cre-
ate off-line storage tanks or a

storage tunnel for the excess
CSO effluent.

In his memo to the council,
Nicholson refers to the lengthy
first sentence of the agree-
ment’s paragraph 65 as “the
most important sentence in this
document.” The sentence lists
possible measures to eliminate
the CSO outfalls. The para-
graph ends by saying DEM and
EPA “can determine if, and
under what conditions, certain
overflows may be authorized
under applicable statutory or
regulatory requirements.”

“The idea ultimately is to
remove overflows from the
Newport system within the con-
text of EPA’s overall CSO poli-
cy, which doesn’t call for com-
plete elimination but substan-
tial efforts to accomplish that
task,” Nicholson summarized.
He said that paragraph “took
weeks to negotiate.”

City Manager Edward F.

Lavallee has written in his
annual budget message that the
sewer improvements may reach
$100 million. In general howev-
er, the EPA does not require res-
idents to pay more than 2 per-
cent of the local median house-
hold income for wastewater
removal, CH2M Hill engineers
have advised the city. The medi-
an household income for New-
port is in the $50,000 range,
which would mean maximum
annual sewer bills of about
$1,000 for each household, they
said.

Environment Rhode Island
and the four Newport residents
also sued Middletown in 2008
for releasing sewage into area
waterways in violation of the
federal Clean Water Act. Mid-
dletown settled the case in Jan-
uary 2010 by accepting a judi-
cial consent order. 

Flynn@NewportRI.com

Settlement
Continued from A3

He tackled the bigger dog and
held it down until the owner
rushed over and put her dog on
its leash, he said. She apolo-
gized before she and her dog left
the park, Stokes said, and he
realized a short time later that
the pit bull had bitten his left
middle finger, breaking the
skin, during the struggle to
keep him away from Knuckles
and Ashley. 

Stokes got a tetanus shot on
Monday and had an MRI of his
shoulder on Wednesday. He may
have to undergo treatment for
rabies because police cannot
find Petey’s owner to determine
if he is up to date on his shots,
Stokes said.

“I don’t fault the young lady.
She seemed like a nice young

lady,” he said. “She just didn’t
have control of the dog.”

Stokes, who has owned pit
bulls in the past, does not blame
the breed for the incident.

“They can be difficult dogs,
but it could have been a lab or a
Great Dane. Any dog, when
you’re out in public, has to be
on a leash,” he said.

Rabies can be  fatal. When a
person has suffered an animal
bite and it cannot be deter-
mined if the animal is rabid,
the victim has to undergo a
series of anti-rabies treatments.
Stokes said he hopes Petey’s
owner comes forward and
shows proof that the dog has
been vaccinated against the dis-
ease.

“We just want to make sure
the dog is up to date on its
shots,” Stokes said.

Baker@NewportRI.com

Incident
Continued from A3

rently, no such system exists.
� Encouraging the use of

public transportation.
� Training those involved

in planning and organizing
special events how to reduce
their traffic impacts.

� Utilizing social media
tools like Twitter and Face-
book to get the word out about
events and traffic conditions.

� Increasing the use of
portable, electronic message
boards to provide current
information on congested
roadways.

� Creating a $300,000 cen-
tral communications facility
to serve as the hub of all things
traffic on the island, and
installing permanent, change-
able signs at strategic loca-
tions.

Paige Bronk, Newport’s
director of planning, zoning,
inspection and development,
said the massive traffic snarl
after the city’s 2004 Fourth of

July fireworks display put the
entire island on notice and
spurred planning to try to
avoid similar problems.

“I was caught up in it myself,
and Fort Adams is half-a-mile
away from my house and it
took more than two hours to get
home,” Bronk said. “That was
a real wakeup call.”

Most people agree that traf-
fic management for large-scale
events like the U.S. Women’s
Open at Newport Country
Club have been handled well,
he said.

“It really comes down to
money,” Bronk said. “The larg-
er events approach the munic-
ipalities earlier and they
understand there needs to be
a special system in place to
deal with traffic. The busing
alone for the U.S. Open cost
$100,000. That was something
that they paid for and it
worked really well, but I don’t
know if remote parking for
smaller events is something
that a private enterprise would
typically want to cover.”

Sheley@NewportRI.com

Gridlock
Continued from A3

M U N I C I P A L
M E T T I N G S
MIDDLETOWN
TODAY
School Committee, 5 p.m.,
Oliphant administration
building, 26 Oliphant Lane.

PORTSMOUTH
TODAY
Zoning Board of Review, 7 p.m.,
Town Hall, council chambers.
School Committee, 7 p.m.,
Portsmouth High School library.

TIVERTON 
TODAY
Conservation Commission, 7
p.m., Town Hall.

For fast results ... Try a Classified ad. 849-3300


