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Some things you 
won’t want to miss

WEDNESDAY
>>> A SPECIAL SECTION on this 
weekend’s Newport Flower Show will
include maps, schedules and feature
stories about the 16th annual event.

A SEASON PREVIEW of the area’s
American Legion baseball team.

For home delivery, call
849-3300, Ext. 299

WEATHER
Tonight, mostly
cloudy. Low

around 61.

Wednesday,
cloudy, rain.

High near 72.

Details, A8

61

72

Newport Flower ShowNewport Flower Show

‘Entertaining
—Newport style’

An interpretation of the famed Blue Garden 
will be the centerpiece of this year’s show. 
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16th annual

Playing it cool

Jacqueline Marque � Daily News staff

aja Velilla, 4, of Newport  enjoys a mouthful of black raspberry ice cream Monday at Frosty
Freez in Middletown. With summer officially beginning today at 1:16 p.m., more ice cream

weather is sure to follow.
K

TO GO

What: Public workshop on
proposals to revamp the Two Mile
Corner area in Middletown,
including installing roundabouts
at the intersections of East Main
and West Main roads and
Coddington Highway and West
Main Road.

When: Wednesday at 6 p.m.

Where: Town Hall, 
350 East Main Road.

More info: A copy of the draft
transportation study of
Aquidneck Island is available at
vhb.com/Aquidneck.

Are roundabouts ahead?
By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

The concept of a major over-
haul to the Two Mile Corner
area in Middletown will be the
subject of a public workshop
Wednesday.

The workshop, hosted by the
town’s Planning Department
and the state Department of

Transportation, will focus on
whether roundabouts should be
built less than an eighth of a
mile apart at the intersections
of West Main and East Main
roads and Coddington Highway
and West Main Road. 

Another proposed round-
about where Aquidneck Avenue
and Valley Road meet, near the
Aquidneck Corporate Park and

the Aquidneck School, also will
be discussed during the work-
shop, which will start at 6 p.m.
at Town Hall.

In addition to learning about
the proposals — among the pre-
liminary recommendations
included in an island-wide
transportation study — the
workshop is a way for residents
and business owners to be

heard on the subject, organiz-
ers said.

“The public is encouraged to
attend the meeting for the
opportunity to view traffic sim-
ulation models developed by the
DOT specifically for Two Mile
Corner, as well as to provide
feedback to the Planning Board

A workshop 
will focus on two
roundabouts
being considered
for the Two Mile
Corner area.

ROUNDABOUTS A8

Woman
to serve
as chief
of police

By Joe Baker
Daily News staff

Rhode Island has its first female police
chief — even if it is only a temporary
appointment.

The Jamestown Town Council on Mon-
day appointed Lt. Angela Denault acting

chief as of July 1, when
Police Chief Thomas P.
Tighe will retire after
44 years on the force.

Denault, who is com-
mander of the
Jamestown Police
Department’s patrol
division, has been sec-
ond in command since
last year’s retirement

of Lt. William Donovan.
Tighe is one of the longest serving police

chiefs in the state. He succeeded Chief
James Pemantell in 1992. At the beginning
of Monday’s meeting, the Town Council
passed a resolution honoring Tighe for his
service.

“Chief Tighe put his community of
Jamestown first and foremost, and served
as a role model for the rest of the
Jamestown Police Department and police

School
board
airs its
worries
Committee members find
fault with some proposed
changes to the town
budget approval process.

By Marcia Pobzeznik
Daily News correspondent

Tiverton School Committee
members have concerns about
the proposed referendum that
would replace Tiverton’s annu-
al financial town meeting and
made them known to the co-

chairmen of
the Financial
Town Meet-
ing Changes
Advisory
Committee on
Monday
night. One of
the major con-
cerns is allow-
ing anyone
who collects
50 signatures
to put a budg-

et question on the ballot.
The advisory committee

meets for the last time tonight
before it submits a final draft
proposal to the Town Council
next week. A public hearing is
expected on July 11, and a final
vote on the proposed referen-
dum should be made in August,

The interim appointment of Lt.
Angela Denault will make her 
the state’s first female police chief.

CHIEF A8

By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

Middletown is turning its attention once
again to high bacteria levels in the water
at Third Beach.

For several days last week, the state
Department of Health issued a swimming
ban at Third Beach after testing showed

levels of bacteria in the
water exceeded state
standards. It is the only
public beach in Mid-
dletown where swim-
ming has been banned

so far this summer, according to the health
department.

Public Works Director Thomas R.
O’Loughlin said it appeared that heavy
rains in prior days along with winds blow-
ing from the north and west were factors
in the temporary swimming ban at Third
Beach.

“When the weather conditions are right,
it can lead to a situation where there are
closures,” O’Loughlin said. “We’re doing
what we can to address it and there’s more
to be done.”

Town Council members agreed, and vot-

ed Monday night to amend an existing
watershed assessment contract to allow
consultants Woodard & Curran to launch
an in-depth study of the problem.

Town Administrator Shawn J. Brown
said there are a number of possible
sources of the bacteria leading to the peri-
odic swimming bans and it will be up to
Woodard & Curran to find the causes and
recommend possible solutions under the
$32,200 contract.

The consultants will review work that
already has taken place — including a
DNA study — and use that information as
a starting point to investigate potential

sources of contamination, Brown said.
While the Maidford River has been cit-

ed as a potential cause of high bacteria
levels at Third Beach, Brown said even
when the mouth of the river was blocked
for a significant period of time last sum-
mer, there still were swimming bans at the
beach.

“Last summer, the city of Newport
Water Department channeled water from

Town aims to clean up
its act at Third Beach

Daily News file photo

A sign in 2003 notifies the public of
a swimming ban at Third Beach in
Middletown. Swimming was banned
again last week at the town beach.

ALSO

With high bacteria levels causing
periodic swimming bans at local public
beaches, The Daily News regularly
updates the status of those most often
affected. Check out the ‘Beach Update’
on Page A5. 

For the latest information, visit
www.NewportDailyNews.com and click
on the ‘Going to the Beach?’ icon or call
the state Department of Health at 222-
2749.

INSIDE 

� More council
news. A8

BEACH A8

Downloads, drugs,
tours could be taxed
By David Klepper
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE — Music
lovers in Rhode Island down-
loading the Beatle’s “Taxman”
will have to shell out a few extra
pennies under a proposal to tax
music and video downloads,
ringtones and digitally deliv-
ered software.

Consumers would pay a 7 per-
cent tax when purchasing
online content if the proposal
passes. More than a dozen states
already tax digital downloads,
reflecting a desire by states to
raise new revenue and an
acknowledgement that tax poli-
cies need to evolve as con-
sumers increasingly shop
online.

In Rhode Island, the idea is
part of a new budget proposal
scheduled for a vote in the
House of Representatives on
Friday. Taxing digital down-
loads would raise about $8.8 mil-
lion a year for the cash-strapped
Ocean State.

The new proposal also would
impose the state’s 7 percent
sales tax on over-the-counter
drugs and sightseeing tours to
raise a total of $17 million for
the state. Lawmakers who
wrote the proposal said they
reviewed items now exempt
from the sales tax — a list that
includes home heating oil, res-
idential water bills, manufac-
turing equipment, haircuts and
movie and sports tickets — and
chose items that are already
taxed in many states.

“We tried to limit (the sales
tax expansion) to items that
would not put Rhode Island out
of line with its neighboring
states,” said Rep. Helio Melo, D-
East Providence, chairman of
the House Finance Committee.

DOWNLOADS A8

INSIDE 

� Bill would increase
penalties for graveyard
vandalism. A4

INSIDE 

� School
Committee
wants more
time to study
solar panel
proposal. A3

� Other
School
Committee
news. A5

INSIDE 

� Town’s
volunteer fire
department
and emergency
medical
services will
merge. A3
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W E A T H E R

Tonight, mostly cloudy.
Low around 61.

Wednesday, mostly
cloudy with a chance of
showers. High near 72.
Wednesday night,
showers. Low around 62.

Tonight, southwest
wind 5-10 knots. Waves 1
foot or less.

Wednesday, south wind
5-10 knots. Waves 1 foot
or less. Wednesday night,
east wind 5-10 knots.
Waves 1 foot or less. 

Thursday, cloudy with
showers likely,
thunderstorms possible.
High near 69. Thursday
night, cloudy with a
chance of showers or
thunderstorms. Low
around 60.

Friday, cloudy with a
chance of afternoon
showers. High near 71.
Friday night, mostly
cloudy with a chance of
showers. Low around 61.

Saturday, mostly
cloudy with a chance of
showers. High near 72.

Wednesday’s sunrise
5:12, sunset 8:23. High
tides: 1:08 a.m., 1:36 p.m.
Low tides: 6:25 a.m., 7:03
p.m. 

Monday’s
temperatures: high 77, low
53.

COASTAL RHODE ISLAND

MARINE

EXTENDED

TIDES
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Wednesday, June 22 at 6 PM
(Rain date July 13)

Abbey Rhode
Pack a picnic to enjoy on the lawn. 

 Individuals: Museum members $5/non-members $10
Households: Museum members $10/non-members $15

sponsored by

Weather permitting

76 Bellevue Avenue  (401) 848-8200 
www.newportartmuseum.org 

PM MUSICAL PICNICS 
NEWPORT ART MUSEUM

WWW.EYEHEALTHVISION.COM

64 Winthrop St., (Rte. 44) Taunton . . . . . . . . . . . . .  508-823-5536 
70 Huttleston Ave., (Rte. 6) Fairhaven . . . . . . . . . . . .  508-994-2020
73 Valley Road (adj. DMV) Middletown . . . . . . . . . . .  401-845-2020
51 State Road (Rte. 6) Dartmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  508-994-1400
933 Pleasant St., Flint Village Plaza, Fall River . . . .  508-673-2020

save 
25%

OFF 
OUR ENTIRE 
STOCK OF
SUNGLASSES 
& DESIGNER 
FRAMES!!!
May not be combined with Insurances, 
Specs For Less,  or any other discounts. 
Excludes Maui Jim & Nike. 
VALID JUNE AND JULY.

64 Winthrop St., (Rte. 44) Taunton  . . . . . . . . . . . . .508-823-5536
70 Huttleston Ave., (Rte. 6) Fairhaven  . . . . . . . . . . .508-994-2020
73 Valley Road, Middletown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .401-845-2020
51 State Road (Rte. 6) Dartmouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .508-994-1400
933 Pleasant St., Flint Village Plaza, Fall River . . . . 508-673-2020

WWW.EYEHEALTHVISION.COM

Geeks to Go
FOR ALL YOUR

COMPUTER NEEDS
CALL 842-0208

which is the deadline for plac-
ing items on the November bal-
lot.

Residents now pass a town
budget every year at an annu-
al financial town meeting that
takes place at Tiverton High
School on a Saturday morning
in May. Small proposed tax
increases usually bring out
small crowds. Proposed tax rate
increases of $1 or more bring
out record numbers of voters,
but the meetings have gotten so
bogged down in procedural
issues that people vow never to
return. Some are frustrated that
special interest groups can pack
the meeting and get the budget
they want. There have been alle-
gations of intimidation at the
meetings, with some claiming
that residents are photographed
during crucial votes. Giving res-
idents the right to vote on a
budget in private at the ballot
box is being proposed as an
option.

Jeff Caron, co-chairman of
the Financial Town Meeting
Changes Advisory Committee,
has worked through seven ver-
sions of the proposal. He said
the latest is a compromise that
would have voters decide which
of many budget options they
would support. If a majority
fails to approve one of the budg-
et numbers listed on the ballot,
there would be a runoff in the

weeks following for one of the
two budget proposals that had
the most support.

One problem several mem-
bers of the School Committee
have is that anyone who collects
50 signatures can put their own
budget proposal on the ballot,
in addition to the ones submit-
ted by the town’s Budget Com-
mittee, School Committee and
Town Council.

“We want to make the
process accessible to people,”
Caron said of the committee’s
decision set the number of sig-
natures at 50 instead of an ini-
tially proposed 301. “The 301
was a pretty high barrier.”

Nancy Driggs, co-chair-
woman of the advisory com-
mittee, said the requirement of
50 signatures is in keeping with
the number now required for a
resident-initiated question to be
put on the financial town meet-
ing docket.

That, noted Caron, has not
been abused. There are just a
handful of resident-initiated
questions on the financial town
meeting docket every year.

But voting for a multimillion-
dollar budget is worth the effort
of getting at least 301 signa-
tures, School Committee mem-
ber Jan Bergandy said.

School Committee member
Carol Herrmann said the
majority now approves the
town budget but that is not
guaranteed with a referendum
offering many choices.

School Committee member
Deborah Pallasch doesn’t like

that the referendum proposal
does not give taxpayers the
right to vote no if they don’t like
any of the budget options on the
ballot.

“Anyone who wants to vote
no just walks away because
there’s nothing to vote for,” she
said. “I want the electorate to
have the ability to say no.”

School Committee Vice
Chairwoman Danielle Coulter
suggested that Pallasch — or
anyone who does not like any of
the proposed budgets on the bal-
lot — could propose his or her
own by obtaining 50 signatures.

Caron countered that if there
was a “no” option, there could
be multiple re-votes over a con-
siderable amount of time, and
at considerable expense, until a
budget is approved. That is a
possible scenario with the cur-
rent financial town meeting, he
said, because meetings have
lasted more than one session.

Another concern was the
timeline for submitting pro-
posed budgets. It gives the
School Committee one month
less than it has now to formu-
late a budget. Having to meet a
March 15 deadline would be a
disadvantage to the School
Committee “and to the voters
because we’re kind of guessing
at that point,” Coulter said.

The School Committee has
taken no votes on the proposal
to date, but plans to take part in
the public hearing.

Pobzeznik@NewportRI.com

Worries
Continued from A1

the Maidford into Gardner
Pond and Nelson Pond and in
turn, that water was pumped
into Green End Pond to keep
temperatures down in the reser-
voir there to limit bacteria load-
ing,” Brown said. “Because of
that low flow, the tidal action
and wave action (at Third
Beach) naturally caused the
mouth of the Maidford to fill in
during the summer, but there
were still beach closures. 

“We all point our finger at the
Maidford River, but clearly,
something else is going on here

and we want to get to the bottom
of it,” he said.

Going back at least a decade,
the area around where the
Maidford River empties into the
Sakonnet River has been tar-
geted for high bacteria, namely
fecal coliform. If ingested by
humans, fecal coliform can
cause serious illness, including
diarrhea, vomiting, respirato-
ry problems and dysentery. Pre-
vious studies indicated the fecal
coliform found in the river was
animal in nature and did not
come from humans.

In recent years, the council’s
focus has been on sewer and
stormwater concerns on the
west side of town, particularly

around the Easton’s Point
neighborhood. However, as the
town approaches the last phase
of its Esplanade stormwater
diffuser project, Brown said the
time has come to refocus on
Third Beach.

Council members agreed,
saying keeping the town’s
beaches open for swimming is
important to the community
and that it was critical for the
town to solve the problem.

“If there are measures we
should be taking, we should do
it now rather than have the
(state) dictate to us,” Council-
man Ed Silveira said.

Sheley@NewportRI.com

Beach
Continued from A1

and Town Council,” said Alison
Ring, Middletown’s principal
planner and geographic infor-
mation system manager.

The busy Two Mile Corner
and Coddington Highway-West
Main Road area has been the
topic of discussion and various
proposals for reconfiguration at
least since the late 1980s.

In July 2009, a comprehen-
sive, $500,000 study of trans-
portation on Aquidneck Island
was initiated by the state, with

the nonprofit Aquidneck Island
Planning Commission serving
as the lead agency and consult-
ants Vanasse Hangen Brustlin
Inc. hired to develop recom-
mendations.

The proposal to install round-
abouts on West Main Road first
became public in early March
during a presentation before the
Town Council. At the time, a
representative from VHB said
roundabouts would help ease
traffic and reduce congestion. 

Roundabouts are smaller and
handle motor vehicle traffic dif-
ferently than a traditional
rotary, such as those found in

Newport or neighboring Mass-
achusetts, VHB officials said,
but work more efficiently and
safely than a typical four-way
intersection with a traffic sig-
nal.

An early cost estimate from
VHB for the West Main Road
roundabouts is about $3 million,
officials said, although that does
not include any property acqui-
sitions that may be necessary.

Before any project could
move forward, it would need
approvals from the town and
the state, officials have said. 

Sheley@NewportRI.com

Roundabouts
Continued from A1

departments across the state,”
the resolution states. “Chief
Tighe served his community
with the utmost professional-
ism and dignity, bringing
respect to the Jamestown
Police Department from all
other Rhode Island police

departments, never forgetting
that a little kindness goes a
long way.”

After Councilman William
H. Murphy read the resolution,
Tighe accepted congratula-
tions but declined to make any
comments, simply saying,
“Thank you,” before returning
to stand at the back of the
council chambers.

Town Administrator Bruce
R. Keiser said the committee

meeting to select a new chief
has narrowed a field of more
than 40 applicants to two final-
ists. Those finalists have under-
gone two interviews, and the
committee is evaluating both
candidates, he said. Keiser
expects to recommend a new
chief sometime in the next
month, he told council mem-
bers.

Baker@NewportRI.com

Chief
Continued from A1

Yet a 7 percent tax on digital
downloads would make Rhode
Island stand out among its
neighbors. Massachusetts does
not tax digital downloads,
though it does tax some soft-
ware sales. Connecticut levies
a 1 percent tax on digital down-
loads.

Groups such as the Download
Fairness Coalition urge law-

makers to wait. The Washing-
ton-based group represents
companies including Apple and
Amazon and favors a single,
national framework for taxing
downloads to avoid a patchwork
of conflicting state tax rules,
according to Executive Director
Sam Whitehorn.

“Say you’re at T.F. Green Air-
port and you download some-
thing on your phone, from a
company that is in Texas, and
you live in Colorado,” he said.
“Who gets the taxes? If states
are going to do these taxes, let’s

make sure we do it right. Once
a state imposes a tax it’s very
difficult to undo it.”

Count Peter Bevilacqua as an
opponent. The Warwick man
was listening to music on his
smartphone in downtown Prov-
idence on Monday. Bevilacqua
said he understands the need
for new revenue, but he doesn’t
want to be nickeled and dimed
for his downloads.

“We pay enough taxes
already,” he said. “We can’t live
without taxes, but it’s getting
ridiculous.”

Downloads
Continued from A1

MIDDLETOWN TOWN
COUNCIL

When: Monday night.

Where: Town Hall, 350 East
Main Road.

Present: All.

Action: Voted unanimously to
endorse a plan by the
Aquidneck Island Reuse
Planning Authority to seek
the former Navy Lodge
property at the corner of
Coddington Highway and
West Main Road for mixed
commercial-office use and
about 25 acres on Burma
Road near Greene Lane for a
park and fishing pier.
Although the federal process
for the disposal of the surplus
Navy property is moving
forward, town officials said it
likely would be a couple of
years before anything
happened on either site.

� Received an update about
an ongoing study of the West
Main Road corridor, which
include the former Navy
Lodge, West Main recreational

complex, Middletown Public
Library and the former
Kennedy School. A consultant
with Vanasse Hangen
Brustlin, the firm hired by the
town for the study, said
another report to the council
would take place toward the
end of the summer before the
proposal would be finalized.

� Awarded a $13,750
contract to All Island
Landscape of Portsmouth for
small-scale mowing at Town
Hall and other municipal
properties, along with
mulching and other
landscaping work. Town
officials said the move would
free up public works crews to
perform bigger projects
around town.

� Learned that plans by the
School Department to
transform part of the
Aquidneck School into a
learning academy like the one
at Forest Avenue School were
on hold because the expense
of the project was increasing.
Town officials said they were

told because load-bearing
walls would need to be moved
or adjusted as part of the
work, unlike at Forest Avenue,
school officials were going to
take a ‘wait-and-see’
approach with the proposal.
Town Administrator Shawn J.
Brown said money from the
lease agreements for the
former Kennedy School site
would remain in a special
designated account and it
would be up to the council to
best determine how to use
that funding.

� Tabled discussion on a
request from the School
Department to increase the
bottom line of the current
fiscal 2011 budget by about
$600,000. With several
council members saying they
felt out of the loop on the
matter and no one from the
School Department in
attendance, discussion on the
matter was continued to the
council’s next meeting. 

Next meeting: Monday, July
18, 7 p.m.,Town Hall.

M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S

Parliament to decide
if it supports Cabinet

ATHENS, Greece (AP) —
Greece’s embattled prime min-
ister faced a crucial confidence
vote in parliament today over
the new Cabinet he formed to
help pass the unpopular aus-
terity measures needed to
avoid a national default.

If Prime Minister George
Papandreou’s new government
fails to get the necessary par-
liamentary support in a mid-
night vote, it would throw into
question whether it can pass a
new austerity bill by the end of
the month as demanded by
international creditors.

Expectations that Papan-
dreou would win lifted world
markets. His Socialist Party
holds a five-seat majority in the
300-member legislature, and a
simple majority is needed to
pass.

“Indications over the last 24
hours or so have certainly been
that the government will sur-
vive, if only because the alter-
native would be so dire,” said
Beat Siegenthaler, an analyst
at UBS.

“I will back the confidence
vote — but I won’t give a blank
check,” said Socialist lawmak-
er Panagiotis Kouroumplis.

Without parliamentary
approval for the Cabinet and
the new measures, Greece will
not get the next $17 billion
installment of its $157 billion
bailout from the European
Union and the International
Monetary Fund — funds the
country needs by mid-July to
avoid default.

A default by Greece could
spark a financial maelstrom
around the world, dragging
down Greek and European
banks as well as stoking
renewed fears over the
finances of other eurozone
countries, such as Portugal,
Ireland and Spain.

Protesters planned to rally
outside parliament ahead of
the confidence vote, and
Greeks faced rolling power
cuts today by striking workers
at the state power company,
which is up for privatization.

If he loses tonight, Papan-
dreou will have little choice but
to call early elections — or try
to form a coalition govern-
ment. However, all opposition
parties have said they want
elections.

But even after winning, he
faces an even more difficult

task: Getting parliament to
back $40 billion worth of
spending cuts and tax hikes as
well as an unpopular $71 bil-
lion privatization program by
the end of the month.

If the new austerity meas-
ures pass, the finance minis-
ters of the 17-nation eurozone
will meet July 3 to give Greece
its next bailout installment.

Papandreou was forced to
reshuffle his cabinet last week
amid strong resistance from
his own party to the austerity
measures and the collapse of
talks to form a coalition with
the conservative opposition. He
replaced his finance minister,
appointing Evangelos Venize-
los, the former defense minis-
ter.

Greece’s European creditors
and the IMF are also pushing
for Greece’s main opposition
party to support the austerity
measures, which have already
sparked violent street protests.
But Conservative leader Anto-
nis Samaras says Greece’s
bailout deal should be re-nego-
tiated and has called for cutting
taxes to reinvigorate the econ-
omy and lift Greece out of
recession.

GREECE

Employees of state-
owned Hellenic 
Defence Systems
protest outside the
Greek parliament
today against the
privatization of the
company.

Associated Press
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Some things you 
won’t want to miss

WEDNESDAY
>>> A SPECIAL SECTION on this 
weekend’s Newport Flower Show will
include maps, schedules and feature
stories about the 16th annual event.

A SEASON PREVIEW of the area’s
American Legion baseball team.

For home delivery, call
849-3300, Ext. 299

WEATHER
Tonight, mostly
cloudy. Low

around 61.

Wednesday,
cloudy, rain.

High near 72.

Details, A8

61

72

Newport Flower ShowNewport Flower Show

‘Entertaining
—Newport style’

An interpretation of the famed Blue Garden 
will be the centerpiece of this year’s show. 
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Playing it cool

Jacqueline Marque � Daily News staff

aja Velilla, 4, of Newport  enjoys a mouthful of black raspberry ice cream Monday at Frosty
Freez in Middletown. With summer officially beginning today at 1:16 p.m., more ice cream

weather is sure to follow.
K

TO GO

What: Public workshop on
proposals to revamp the Two Mile
Corner area in Middletown,
including installing roundabouts
at the intersections of East Main
and West Main roads and
Coddington Highway and West
Main Road.

When: Wednesday at 6 p.m.

Where: Town Hall, 
350 East Main Road.

More info: A copy of the draft
transportation study of
Aquidneck Island is available at
vhb.com/Aquidneck.

Are roundabouts ahead?
By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

The concept of a major over-
haul to the Two Mile Corner
area in Middletown will be the
subject of a public workshop
Wednesday.

The workshop, hosted by the
town’s Planning Department
and the state Department of

Transportation, will focus on
whether roundabouts should be
built less than an eighth of a
mile apart at the intersections
of West Main and East Main
roads and Coddington Highway
and West Main Road. 

Another proposed round-
about where Aquidneck Avenue
and Valley Road meet, near the
Aquidneck Corporate Park and

the Aquidneck School, also will
be discussed during the work-
shop, which will start at 6 p.m.
at Town Hall.

In addition to learning about
the proposals — among the pre-
liminary recommendations
included in an island-wide
transportation study — the
workshop is a way for residents
and business owners to be

heard on the subject, organiz-
ers said.

“The public is encouraged to
attend the meeting for the
opportunity to view traffic sim-
ulation models developed by the
DOT specifically for Two Mile
Corner, as well as to provide
feedback to the Planning Board

A workshop 
will focus on two
roundabouts
being considered
for the Two Mile
Corner area.
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Woman
to serve
as chief
of police

By Joe Baker
Daily News staff

Rhode Island has its first female police
chief — even if it is only a temporary
appointment.

The Jamestown Town Council on Mon-
day appointed Lt. Angela Denault acting

chief as of July 1, when
Police Chief Thomas P.
Tighe will retire after
44 years on the force.

Denault, who is com-
mander of the
Jamestown Police
Department’s patrol
division, has been sec-
ond in command since
last year’s retirement

of Lt. William Donovan.
Tighe is one of the longest serving police

chiefs in the state. He succeeded Chief
James Pemantell in 1992. At the beginning
of Monday’s meeting, the Town Council
passed a resolution honoring Tighe for his
service.

“Chief Tighe put his community of
Jamestown first and foremost, and served
as a role model for the rest of the
Jamestown Police Department and police

School
board
airs its
worries
Committee members find
fault with some proposed
changes to the town
budget approval process.

By Marcia Pobzeznik
Daily News correspondent

Tiverton School Committee
members have concerns about
the proposed referendum that
would replace Tiverton’s annu-
al financial town meeting and
made them known to the co-

chairmen of
the Financial
Town Meet-
ing Changes
Advisory
Committee on
Monday
night. One of
the major con-
cerns is allow-
ing anyone
who collects
50 signatures
to put a budg-

et question on the ballot.
The advisory committee

meets for the last time tonight
before it submits a final draft
proposal to the Town Council
next week. A public hearing is
expected on July 11, and a final
vote on the proposed referen-
dum should be made in August,

The interim appointment of Lt.
Angela Denault will make her 
the state’s first female police chief.
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By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

Middletown is turning its attention once
again to high bacteria levels in the water
at Third Beach.

For several days last week, the state
Department of Health issued a swimming
ban at Third Beach after testing showed

levels of bacteria in the
water exceeded state
standards. It is the only
public beach in Mid-
dletown where swim-
ming has been banned

so far this summer, according to the health
department.

Public Works Director Thomas R.
O’Loughlin said it appeared that heavy
rains in prior days along with winds blow-
ing from the north and west were factors
in the temporary swimming ban at Third
Beach.

“When the weather conditions are right,
it can lead to a situation where there are
closures,” O’Loughlin said. “We’re doing
what we can to address it and there’s more
to be done.”

Town Council members agreed, and vot-

ed Monday night to amend an existing
watershed assessment contract to allow
consultants Woodard & Curran to launch
an in-depth study of the problem.

Town Administrator Shawn J. Brown
said there are a number of possible
sources of the bacteria leading to the peri-
odic swimming bans and it will be up to
Woodard & Curran to find the causes and
recommend possible solutions under the
$32,200 contract.

The consultants will review work that
already has taken place — including a
DNA study — and use that information as
a starting point to investigate potential

sources of contamination, Brown said.
While the Maidford River has been cit-

ed as a potential cause of high bacteria
levels at Third Beach, Brown said even
when the mouth of the river was blocked
for a significant period of time last sum-
mer, there still were swimming bans at the
beach.

“Last summer, the city of Newport
Water Department channeled water from

Town aims to clean up
its act at Third Beach

Daily News file photo

A sign in 2003 notifies the public of
a swimming ban at Third Beach in
Middletown. Swimming was banned
again last week at the town beach.

ALSO

With high bacteria levels causing
periodic swimming bans at local public
beaches, The Daily News regularly
updates the status of those most often
affected. Check out the ‘Beach Update’
on Page A5. 

For the latest information, visit
www.NewportDailyNews.com and click
on the ‘Going to the Beach?’ icon or call
the state Department of Health at 222-
2749.

INSIDE 

� More council
news. A8
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Downloads, drugs,
tours could be taxed
By David Klepper
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE — Music
lovers in Rhode Island down-
loading the Beatle’s “Taxman”
will have to shell out a few extra
pennies under a proposal to tax
music and video downloads,
ringtones and digitally deliv-
ered software.

Consumers would pay a 7 per-
cent tax when purchasing
online content if the proposal
passes. More than a dozen states
already tax digital downloads,
reflecting a desire by states to
raise new revenue and an
acknowledgement that tax poli-
cies need to evolve as con-
sumers increasingly shop
online.

In Rhode Island, the idea is
part of a new budget proposal
scheduled for a vote in the
House of Representatives on
Friday. Taxing digital down-
loads would raise about $8.8 mil-
lion a year for the cash-strapped
Ocean State.

The new proposal also would
impose the state’s 7 percent
sales tax on over-the-counter
drugs and sightseeing tours to
raise a total of $17 million for
the state. Lawmakers who
wrote the proposal said they
reviewed items now exempt
from the sales tax — a list that
includes home heating oil, res-
idential water bills, manufac-
turing equipment, haircuts and
movie and sports tickets — and
chose items that are already
taxed in many states.

“We tried to limit (the sales
tax expansion) to items that
would not put Rhode Island out
of line with its neighboring
states,” said Rep. Helio Melo, D-
East Providence, chairman of
the House Finance Committee.

DOWNLOADS A8

INSIDE 

� Bill would increase
penalties for graveyard
vandalism. A4

INSIDE 

� School
Committee
wants more
time to study
solar panel
proposal. A3

� Other
School
Committee
news. A5

INSIDE 

� Town’s
volunteer fire
department
and emergency
medical
services will
merge. A3

WORRIES A8

N E W P O R T � M I D D L E T O W N � P O R T S M O U T H � J A M E S T O W N � T I V E R T O N
75 cents 
NewportDailyNews.com

HOLLYWOOD ATMOSPHERE surrounds Newport Gulls game. B1

MIDDLETOWN

MIDDLETOWN

JAMESTOWN

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

TIVERTON

Tuesday
June 21, 2011

Advice B5
Calendar A5
Classifieds B6
Comics B4
Local & State A3
Obituaries A4
Opinion A7
Police & Fire A4
Sports B1
Television A6

COMING
attractions

Some things you 
won’t want to miss

WEDNESDAY
>>> A SPECIAL SECTION on this 
weekend’s Newport Flower Show will
include maps, schedules and feature
stories about the 16th annual event.

A SEASON PREVIEW of the area’s
American Legion baseball team.

For home delivery, call
849-3300, Ext. 299

WEATHER
Tonight, mostly
cloudy. Low

around 61.

Wednesday,
cloudy, rain.

High near 72.

Details, A8

61

72

Newport Flower ShowNewport Flower Show

‘Entertaining
—Newport style’

An interpretation of the famed Blue Garden 
will be the centerpiece of this year’s show. 
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Playing it cool

Jacqueline Marque � Daily News staff

aja Velilla, 4, of Newport  enjoys a mouthful of black raspberry ice cream Monday at Frosty
Freez in Middletown. With summer officially beginning today at 1:16 p.m., more ice cream

weather is sure to follow.
K

TO GO

What: Public workshop on
proposals to revamp the Two Mile
Corner area in Middletown,
including installing roundabouts
at the intersections of East Main
and West Main roads and
Coddington Highway and West
Main Road.

When: Wednesday at 6 p.m.

Where: Town Hall, 
350 East Main Road.

More info: A copy of the draft
transportation study of
Aquidneck Island is available at
vhb.com/Aquidneck.

Are roundabouts ahead?
By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

The concept of a major over-
haul to the Two Mile Corner
area in Middletown will be the
subject of a public workshop
Wednesday.

The workshop, hosted by the
town’s Planning Department
and the state Department of

Transportation, will focus on
whether roundabouts should be
built less than an eighth of a
mile apart at the intersections
of West Main and East Main
roads and Coddington Highway
and West Main Road. 

Another proposed round-
about where Aquidneck Avenue
and Valley Road meet, near the
Aquidneck Corporate Park and

the Aquidneck School, also will
be discussed during the work-
shop, which will start at 6 p.m.
at Town Hall.

In addition to learning about
the proposals — among the pre-
liminary recommendations
included in an island-wide
transportation study — the
workshop is a way for residents
and business owners to be

heard on the subject, organiz-
ers said.

“The public is encouraged to
attend the meeting for the
opportunity to view traffic sim-
ulation models developed by the
DOT specifically for Two Mile
Corner, as well as to provide
feedback to the Planning Board

A workshop 
will focus on two
roundabouts
being considered
for the Two Mile
Corner area.
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appointment.
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day appointed Lt. Angela Denault acting

chief as of July 1, when
Police Chief Thomas P.
Tighe will retire after
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Denault, who is com-
mander of the
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Department’s patrol
division, has been sec-
ond in command since
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Tighe is one of the longest serving police
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James Pemantell in 1992. At the beginning
of Monday’s meeting, the Town Council
passed a resolution honoring Tighe for his
service.
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dum should be made in August,
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Middletown is turning its attention once
again to high bacteria levels in the water
at Third Beach.

For several days last week, the state
Department of Health issued a swimming
ban at Third Beach after testing showed

levels of bacteria in the
water exceeded state
standards. It is the only
public beach in Mid-
dletown where swim-
ming has been banned

so far this summer, according to the health
department.

Public Works Director Thomas R.
O’Loughlin said it appeared that heavy
rains in prior days along with winds blow-
ing from the north and west were factors
in the temporary swimming ban at Third
Beach.

“When the weather conditions are right,
it can lead to a situation where there are
closures,” O’Loughlin said. “We’re doing
what we can to address it and there’s more
to be done.”

Town Council members agreed, and vot-

ed Monday night to amend an existing
watershed assessment contract to allow
consultants Woodard & Curran to launch
an in-depth study of the problem.

Town Administrator Shawn J. Brown
said there are a number of possible
sources of the bacteria leading to the peri-
odic swimming bans and it will be up to
Woodard & Curran to find the causes and
recommend possible solutions under the
$32,200 contract.

The consultants will review work that
already has taken place — including a
DNA study — and use that information as
a starting point to investigate potential

sources of contamination, Brown said.
While the Maidford River has been cit-

ed as a potential cause of high bacteria
levels at Third Beach, Brown said even
when the mouth of the river was blocked
for a significant period of time last sum-
mer, there still were swimming bans at the
beach.

“Last summer, the city of Newport
Water Department channeled water from
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A sign in 2003 notifies the public of
a swimming ban at Third Beach in
Middletown. Swimming was banned
again last week at the town beach.
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With high bacteria levels causing
periodic swimming bans at local public
beaches, The Daily News regularly
updates the status of those most often
affected. Check out the ‘Beach Update’
on Page A5. 

For the latest information, visit
www.NewportDailyNews.com and click
on the ‘Going to the Beach?’ icon or call
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Downloads, drugs,
tours could be taxed
By David Klepper
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE — Music
lovers in Rhode Island down-
loading the Beatle’s “Taxman”
will have to shell out a few extra
pennies under a proposal to tax
music and video downloads,
ringtones and digitally deliv-
ered software.

Consumers would pay a 7 per-
cent tax when purchasing
online content if the proposal
passes. More than a dozen states
already tax digital downloads,
reflecting a desire by states to
raise new revenue and an
acknowledgement that tax poli-
cies need to evolve as con-
sumers increasingly shop
online.

In Rhode Island, the idea is
part of a new budget proposal
scheduled for a vote in the
House of Representatives on
Friday. Taxing digital down-
loads would raise about $8.8 mil-
lion a year for the cash-strapped
Ocean State.

The new proposal also would
impose the state’s 7 percent
sales tax on over-the-counter
drugs and sightseeing tours to
raise a total of $17 million for
the state. Lawmakers who
wrote the proposal said they
reviewed items now exempt
from the sales tax — a list that
includes home heating oil, res-
idential water bills, manufac-
turing equipment, haircuts and
movie and sports tickets — and
chose items that are already
taxed in many states.

“We tried to limit (the sales
tax expansion) to items that
would not put Rhode Island out
of line with its neighboring
states,” said Rep. Helio Melo, D-
East Providence, chairman of
the House Finance Committee.
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