sales tax rate from
7 to 6 percent, but Keith W. Stokes, executive director of the state responsible manner, Chafee said.
begin taxing a Economic Development Corp.
And cities and
number of items
previously exempt from sales taxes and estab- towns had to face $195 million reductions in state
EARTH DAY CLEANUPS scheduled around Newport. A3
lish a new 1 percent tax on a variety of other aid, he said, forcing them to raise property taxitems. Chafee decided he needed to defend the es or ignore their own internal needs.
None of those met with the governor’s
plan personally.
“I was so invested in the budget, it was unfair approval.
His budget plan would increase funding to
to ask (Stokes) to talk about it,” Chafee said after
the meeting at the Newport Harbor Hotel & Mari- higher education by $10 million, he said, and add
$14 million to local school aid to fully fund the
na.
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school funding formula adopted last year. The
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while the medicine may not taste good, it is nec- governor said he also is committed to increasessary to cure the patient. He acknowledged that ing state funding for transportation projects by
Gov. Lincoln D. Chafee addresses m
some of his proposals are unpopular, but insisted they are attempts to address problems such
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War College president feels right at home
Rear Adm. John
N. Christenson,
the new
president of the
Naval War
College, is no
newcomer to
Newport.

By Joe Baker

was stationed aboard the frigate
USS Samuel B. Roberts, homeported in Newport, when he met his
Rear Adm. John N. Christenson wife-to-be, a Navy nurse. The two
feels as at home in Newport as any were married Dec. 26, 1952, at the
military man can feel about any- Chapel by the Sea on the Newport
where he touches down in his base.
One of his earliest memories is
nomadic career.
Even before his own naval career of Newport, Christenson said:
— soon to hit 34 years, counting his Climbing the tower in Miantonomi
four years at the Naval Academy — Park at the tender age of 4 with his
Christenson’s life was spent on the older brothers.
“To a 4-year-old boy, it seemed like
go as the son of two naval officers.
The new president of the Naval the Empire State Building,” he said.
His family made several more
War College literally can trace his
beginnings back to the City-by-the- stops in Newport as Christenson
reconfiguring
the
bridge
ramps
togrowing up, and he attended
Sea. In 1951, his father, a Navy pilot, was

NEWPORT

Daily News staff

New bridge-ramp plan
gets a warm reception
Jacqueline Marque
� Daily News staff

kindergarten at Cranston-Calvert
Elementary School.
It was during another stop along
his father’s military career path
that Christenson made the decision
that the high seas were in his future
as well. He was playing soccer and
football at a northern Virginia high
school when the quarterback on his
team invited him along for a visit to
the Naval Academy. Decked out
proudly in their high school lettermen’s jackets and with hair hanging down over their ears, the two
drove an hour north to the acade-

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Do you support the latest proposal
to reconfigure the ramps on and off
the Pell Bridge in Newport?
Take our online poll by going to
www.NewportDailyNews.com and
HOME
clicking on ‘Polls.’

al for
A6
The proposal is rolled out
the Newport City Council on Thursday
at a City Council workshop,
night and heard no objections. That was a
formal
request
for doing.
endorsement
of the
starkincontrast
the previous
‘If you
want to keep
the status quo
RhodetoIsland,
just presentakeep doing
what
you’re
I don’t.’
and
no objections
are heard.
plan so it could be put on a docket for an
Lincoln D. Chafee
tions over theGov.
years.

Chafee explains
reasons behind
budget proposal
By Sean Flynn

Daily News staff

The Aquidneck Island Planning Commission may have broken the Gordian
knot of Pell Bridge ramps and proposed
ramps that no one has seemed to be able
to agree on during the past 20 years.
Robert A. Smith, deputy chief engineer
for the state Department of Transportation, presented the commission’s propos-

The planning commission hired
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin of Providence
to develop a transportation plan for Aquidneck Island. The consulting firm worked
closely with local and state officials to
develop plans that could find broad-based
support.
The council heard the DOT’s presentation during a workshop, so they could not
vote on the proposal. Mayor Stephen C.
Waluk asked Smith to send the council a

upcoming meeting.
Tina Dolen, executive director of the
Aquidneck Island Planning Commission,
said she was relieved by the council’s
reception of the plan and comments made
by council members.
If the council votes positively, the state
could begin the detailed engineering study
and development of construction plans
immediately, Smith said.
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as the state’s infrastructure and higher institutes
of learning that are suffering from neglect.
“If you want to keep the status quo in Rhode
NEWPORT — Taking a page out of President Island, just keep doing what you’re doing,”
Chafee
said. “I don’t. The status quo is unacHarry S. Truman’s playbook, Gov. Lincoln D.
Chafee came to Newport on Thursday to per- ceptable.”
When Chafee took office, he faced a $295 milsonally take the heat for his state budget proposal
that had several local business groups up in arms lion deficit, he said, and several roadblocks to
future economic
during a budget
prosperity. The
hearing at the
state’s investment
Statehouse last
in higher educaweek.
tion had been
Economic
reduced by $38
Development
million over the
Corp. Director Keipast three years.
th W. Stokes origiThe state was bornally was schedrowing money to
uled to defend the
meet the match for
governor’s budget
federal
transplan before a meetportation funding,
ing of members of
costing
about
$43
the Newport Counmillion a year in
ty Chamber of
interest payments.
Commerce. The
That prevents the
governor’s budget
from
includes a contro- David Andrade of Carey, Richmond & Viking state
addressing
its
versial proposal to
Insurance in Middletown questions Gov. Lincoln crumbling roads
reduce the state
sales tax rate from D. Chafee about his budget proposal. In front is and bridges in a
7 to 6 percent, but Keith W. Stokes, executive director of the state responsible manner, Chafee said.
begin taxing a Economic Development Corp.
And cities and
number of items
towns
had
to
face
$195
million
reductions
in state
previously exempt from sales taxes and establish a new 1 percent tax on a variety of other aid, he said, forcing them to raise property taxitems. Chafee decided he needed to defend the es or ignore their own internal needs.
None of those met with the governor’s
plan personally.
“I was so invested in the budget, it was unfair approval.
His budget plan would increase funding to
to ask (Stokes) to talk about it,” Chafee said after
the meeting at the Newport Harbor Hotel & Mari- higher education by $10 million, he said, and add
$14 million to local school aid to fully fund the
na.
Chafee’s message was that the state is sick and school funding formula adopted last year. The
while the medicine may not taste good, it is nec- governor said he also is committed to increasessary to cure the patient. He acknowledged that ing state funding for transportation projects by
some of his proposals are unpopular, but insisted they are attempts to address problems such
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attractions
Some things you
won’t want to miss

WEEKEND

WEATHER

USA WEEKEND: Joel Osteen’s
congregation numbers 43,000
... every week.
LOCAL RECTOR gets ready to
tend new flock.

39
50

Tonight,
cloudy, rain
possible. Low 39.
Saturday,
rain, breezy.
High near 50.
Details, A6

Jacqueline Marque � Daily News staff photos

Gov. Lincoln D. Chafee addresses members of the Newport County Chamber of
Commerce on Thursday about his controversial budget proposal.
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This proposal by Vanasse Hangen Brustlin of Providence, which is working on a transportation study of Aquidneck Island, shows a two-way
ramp from the Pell Bridge east to Halsey Street, just south of the city’s public works garage. Halsey Street would be extended across Admiral
Kalbfus Road behind the RK Newport Towne Center and would join Connell Highway near the city’s wastewater treatment plant. There would
be a new roundabout at Halsey Street and Admiral Kalbfus Road. The long exit ramp from Route 138 that bends north from the Pell Bridge,
curves over Admiral Kalbfus Road and merges into the road across from Newport Grand would be eliminated. The proposal would require city
approval to move forward.

Ramp
Continued from A1
It is important for the city and state
to act soon, he said.
Several years ago, the state received
$5 million in Federal Highway Administration funding for the Pell Bridge
ramp reconfiguration project through
a congressional appropriation known
as an “earmark.” Senators and representatives use earmarks to direct specific appropriations toward particular
projects, but they are currently in disfavor in Congress because of increasing budget deficits.
Not only is Congress putting a moratorium on new earmarks, it is proposing
to reclaim past earmarks that remain
unspent, Smith said. He said the $5 million would pay for the two-year period of
engineering and preparation of the construction documents, as well as obtaining the various rights of way needed for
the project. If the money is lost, the project cannot begin anytime soon, he said.
All seven council members were present for Smith’s presentation, and some
of the council members were present
for an Aquidneck Island Planning Commission presentation of the whole

Chafee
Continued from A1
$12 million each year for the next five

transportation study early last month.
The commission and VHB developed
28 criteria to rank potential projects on
the island as part of the study. Among
25 recommended projects on the island,
the new plan for reconfiguring access
to the Pell Bridge was the top-ranked
project, Smith said.
While no one seems to like the way
the Pell Bridge ramps currently are configured, it was difficult to come up with
a plan that would handle heavy traffic
flows, especially in the summer, eliminate the long ramp that is part of the
so-called “road to nowhere,” and not
encroach on residential neighborhoods
such as the Point.
Smith pointed out that a previous
plan to construct an access road along
the rail tracks near the Point ran into
strong objections.
“To say the least,” said Councilman
Charles Y. Duncan, who represents the
First Ward where the project is located.
The key difference between the
newest plan and previous plans is a new
two-way ramp from the bridge east to
Halsey Street, just south of the city’s
public works garage. Halsey Street
would be extended across Admiral
Kalbfus Road behind the RK Newport
Towne Center and would join Connell

Highway near the city’s wastewater
treatment plant. There would be a new
roundabout at Halsey Street and Admiral Kalbfus Road.
A roundabout would replace the current rotary at Connell Highway and
Admiral Kalbfus Road, west of the
Halsey Street roundabout. A third
roundabout would be constructed at the
intersection of Admiral Kalbfus Road,
Girard Avenue and Malbone Road, a dangerous intersection east of Halsey Street.
Roundabouts developed in Europe
are smaller, tighter versions of the traditional American rotary, and are considered more efficient at moving traffic than traffic lights and stop signs,
although traffic slows as it enters the
roundabouts. All left-hand turns would
be eliminated in the project area and
the traffic light at Newport Grand
would be eliminated, Smith said.
The long exit ramp from Route 138
that bends north from the Pell Bridge,
curves over Admiral Kalbfus Road and
merges into the road across from Newport Grand would be eliminated. Much
to the confusion of some drivers, particularly those from outside the area, it
looks like a section of the ramp goes
straight — the so-called “road to
nowhere,” part of a proposed cross-

island parkway that never was built.
As in previous plans, Connell Highway would be connected between the
current Admiral Kalbfus Road rotary
and Farewell Street to the south. There
would be bridge ramps to Connell Highway as the primary access points to and
from the bridge.
The Halsey Street connection would
answer concerns expressed by state
transportation officials in the past
about making Connell Highway the
only access road for the bridge.
Council members asked Smith how
much the whole project would cost,
including the Halsey Street extension.
Smith was reluctant to estimate since
the detailed studies and preparation of
construction documents have not begun
yet. He used $30 million as a ballpark figure, but stressed it was only a very rough
estimate. Costs would be determined by
the extent of the project, which also
could be done in phases, he said.
Selling to developers the acres of land
that would be freed up by eliminating
long, looping ramps and the “road to
nowhere” could help finance the project, he said.

Ben Bernanke, Chafee said. The governor said that if May state revenue estimates are as optimistic as they seem
now, he would urge the General Assembly to reduce the sales tax even further
to 5.75 percent, which would be lower

“The key word is discipline. We have
to have discipline to not go on a spending spree,” Chafee said.
Answering another question, Chafee
said he is not convinced municipal consolidation is the answer to budgetary

Audience members may not fully support Chafee’s plan, but they seemed to
have a newfound respect for the governor.
“I thought it was courageous of him
facing a lot of people vehemently

Send reporter Sean Flynn e-mail at
Flynn@NewportRI.com.
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