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READERS’ LETTERS

‘Cereal Night’
brings a lot
to the table

Critic of transportation study is headed down the wrong path

Most of us are accustomed to having a bowl of cereal for breakfast — and maybe every now and again
for supper or a late-night snack.
But on a couple of nights next week, we actually
could eat one for a good cause.
St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church in Newport and the
Middletown Rotary Club both
will host a “Cereal Night,” during which participants are
invited to eat a meal of cereal
and donate the money they
would have otherwise spent on
dinner at home or in a restaurant to programs that help the
hungry.
“It could be what you’d pay
for the White Horse or Chicken
McNuggets at McDonald’s,”
said Linda Rawstron, who
organized St. Paul’s first Cereal Night last year. “Everything
helps.”
The concept started with
North Kingstown resident
Patrick Gannon, who initiated
it as a Cub Scout project in 2008.
He attended last year’s Cereal
Night at St. Paul’s, which was
one of several on Aquidneck
Island. More than 80 people
attended.
“When I started it, I never
thought it would become like
this,” he said. “I like seeing it.”
So do organizations that benefit from the hundreds — even
thousands — of dollars raised
by the simple act of eating a
bowl of Cheerios or Corn

Flakes. Those include food
banks at the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Community Center, the
Florence Gray Center and the
Salvation Army and the
Methodist Community Garden,
which supplies fresh vegetables
to those in need.
And funds raised through
last year’s Cereal Night helped
St. Paul’s contribute toward a
local Housing First program
that is providing homes for
chronically homeless people in
Newport.
On Sunday from 6-9 p.m., St.
Paul’s will hold “Cereal Night
2,” featuring a variety of hot
and cold cereals and live entertainment by Chuck Ciany and
Dave Manuel.
And on Tuesday from 6-7:30
p.m., the Middletown Rotary
Club will host its Cereal Night
at the Middletown Public
Library. A children’s storytime
will precede the dinner from 55:45 p.m.
Sometimes, it’s fun to have a
bowl of cereal for dinner. It’s
even better when you know
you’re helping someone in need
have a good meal or a roof over
his or her head.

A letter to the editor by David Stookey
in the March 12-13 edition of The Newport Daily News (“Bike paths need not
cost so much”) contains inaccurate
information regarding the Aquidneck
Island Planning Commission’s Transportation Study. The “recommendations” for lane width on Burma Road
and an East Main Road bike path to
which Mr. Stookey refers are merely
concepts, also known as alternatives,
and not specific recommendations.
AIPC is nearing completion of the
first comprehensive study of the transportation systems on Aquidneck Island.
It addresses all modes of transportation
(bus, rail, bike, pedestrian, auto and ferry) to create a balanced plan for making
modal connections and transportation
improvements consistent with sound
land use planning — all in an effort to
increase overall mobility, modal choice
and safety for our residents, businesses,
employees and visitors while decreasing
traffic congestion and its negative
impacts on our environment, economy
and quality of life.

Mr. Stookey may have overlooked the
fact that the study team still is carefully
weighing many conceptual transportation alternatives, which are not the same
as recommendations. Study leaders will
not make any formal recommendations
until early May. AIPC’s systematic
approach has been explained in detail,
and reflects a transparent public process
with input from nearly 1,000 individuals
— either at public workshops or through
postcard replies or via the website.
The method AIPC has used is one that
is universal to almost every engineering
and planning study. After significant
research, data collection and on-site
analysis, the study team collaboratively
considers the strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and drawbacks of many
alternatives. Among the numerous alternatives receiving such scrutiny in
AIPC’s study are traffic roundabouts,
the lane width of Burma Road, the layout of Purgatory Road and Aquidneck
Avenue, bus service improvements, bicycle and pedestrian access, ferry connections, traffic signalization and dozens

Thank you to all for your support
On March 5, a pasta dinner
benefit was held to help
defray my medical bills. I
would like to thank the following people for their
involvement: My dear
friends Beth Simone, Cindy
Marshall and Lenny Bucci
for their organization and
coordination of the event
and their tireless efforts on
my behalf; Lynn Simas, Katelyn Simas and Joe Godino for
all of their hard work to
make this a success; the
Newport Lodge of Elks;
Sardella’s Restaurant and All

American Foods for their
generosity; and Daily News
reporter Jim Gillis and photographer David Hansen for
their sensitivity.
I also wish to thank the
many Newport businesses
that donated items.
To all of you who attended
the event and who supported
me with your prayers and
good wishes, I am touched
and heartened by the caring
spirit Newport evidences.
Thank you.

Kathy Godino, Newport

more. None of these, including Burma
Road and East Main Road, is in the final
stage of recommendation.
The public is invited to ask questions,
post comments or participate directly in
an online survey on the project website,
www.vhb.com/aquidneck/.
AIPC is managing the project in close
coordination with its island partners,
which include the communities of Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth as
well as state, federal and civic representatives. It is funded by the state Department of Transportation and the
Statewide Planning Program. Vanasse
Hangen Brustlin serves as the professional consultant for the study. John
Burke, P.E., is AIPC’s transportation
project manager.
The Aquidneck Island Planning Commission mission includes seeking
regional solutions to comprehensive
island-wide planning challenges including transportation, energy use, water
quality, land-use and development.

Tina Dolen, executive director,
Aquidneck Island Planning Commission

SOMETHING TO SAY?
We welcome our readers’
views. Our letters policy
follows:
� Each letter must bear the
writer’s full name (no
initials, please), signature,
full address and telephone
number (for verification
purposes only). We will not
publish a letter without a
phone number.
� We may condense letters,
and correct errors of
spelling and punctuation.
� Letters should be no more
than 450 words. Proposed
guest view columns should

be no more than 750 words.
� Because of the volume of
letters we receive, we
cannot always publish them
immediately.
� We will run no more than
two letters per author per
month.
To send letters:
Mail: Letters to the Editor
The Newport Daily News
P.O. Box 420, Newport, RI
02840
Fax: 849-3306
E-mail:
Editor@NewportRI.com

AROUND THE U.S.

Oversight of food safety
filled with redundancies
Time to slim down, fatso.
Yes, we’re talking about you,
federal government. You should
know by now that bad decisions, when it comes to food, are
killers.
The Government Accountability Office spent several
months looking for inefficient
federal programs and recently
issued its report. The handsdown winner for most redundant use of taxpayer dollars
goes to the 15 federal agencies
overseeing food safety.
We’d applaud the GAO for
uncovering this incredible bloat
if the report contained anything new. But 10 years ago, the
National Academy of Science
told Congress the very same
thing, and we’ve been ridiculing the redundancies every year
for seven years running.

Our favorite bit of absurdity:
The FDA is responsible for the
safety of what’s inside chicken
eggs, but the Department of
Agriculture oversees the quality of the eggs themselves.
Whatever that means.
The GAO identified 33 other
examples of redundancy in federal programs for education,
defense, transportation, agriculture and housing. All told,
the waste is estimated at $62 billion a year.
President Barack Obama and
House Republicans are looking
for areas of agreement to put
the federal budget and the
deficit on a diet. Now they can’t
say they don’t know where to
start.
San Jose Mercury News
(San Jose, Calif.).

Jerry Holbert � Boston Herald

