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R E A D E R S ’  L E T T E R S
Critic of transportation study is headed down the wrong path

A letter to the editor by David Stookey
in the March 12-13 edition of The New-
port Daily News (“Bike paths need not
cost so much”) contains inaccurate
information regarding the Aquidneck
Island Planning Commission’s Trans-
portation Study. The “recommenda-
tions” for lane width on Burma Road
and an East Main Road bike path to
which Mr. Stookey refers are merely
concepts, also known as alternatives,
and not specific recommendations.

AIPC is nearing completion of the
first comprehensive study of the trans-
portation systems on Aquidneck Island.
It addresses all modes of transportation
(bus, rail, bike, pedestrian, auto and fer-
ry) to create a balanced plan for making
modal connections and transportation
improvements consistent with sound
land use planning — all in an effort to
increase overall mobility, modal choice
and safety for our residents, businesses,
employees and visitors while decreasing
traffic congestion and its negative
impacts on our environment, economy
and quality of life. 

Mr. Stookey may have overlooked the
fact that the study team still is carefully
weighing many conceptual transporta-
tion alternatives, which are not the same
as recommendations. Study leaders will
not make any formal recommendations
until early May. AIPC’s systematic
approach has been explained in detail,
and reflects a transparent public process
with input from nearly 1,000 individuals
— either at public workshops or through
postcard replies or via the website.

The method AIPC has used is one that
is universal to almost every engineering
and planning study. After significant
research, data collection and on-site
analysis, the study team collaboratively
considers the strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and drawbacks of many
alternatives. Among the numerous alter-
natives receiving such scrutiny in
AIPC’s study are traffic roundabouts,
the lane width of Burma Road, the lay-
out of Purgatory Road and Aquidneck
Avenue, bus service improvements, bicy-
cle and pedestrian access, ferry connec-
tions, traffic signalization and dozens

more. None of these, including Burma
Road and East Main Road, is in the final
stage of recommendation.

The public is invited to ask questions,
post comments or participate directly in
an online survey on the project website,
www.vhb.com/aquidneck/.

AIPC is managing the project in close
coordination with its island partners,
which include the communities of New-
port, Middletown and Portsmouth as
well as state, federal and civic represen-
tatives. It is funded by the state Depart-
ment of Transportation and the
Statewide Planning Program. Vanasse
Hangen Brustlin serves as the profes-
sional consultant for the study. John
Burke, P.E., is AIPC’s transportation
project manager.

The Aquidneck Island Planning Com-
mission mission includes seeking
regional solutions to comprehensive
island-wide planning challenges includ-
ing transportation, energy use, water
quality, land-use and development. 

Tina Dolen, executive director,
Aquidneck Island Planning Commission

O U R  V I E W

‘Cereal Night’
brings a lot
to the table

Most of us are accustomed to having a bowl of cere-
al for breakfast — and maybe every now and again
for supper or a late-night snack.

But on a couple of nights next week, we actually
could eat one for a good cause.

St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church in Newport and the
Middletown Rotary Club both
will host a “Cereal Night,” dur-
ing which participants are
invited to eat a meal of cereal
and donate the money they
would have otherwise spent on
dinner at home or in a restau-
rant to programs that help the
hungry.

“It could be what you’d pay
for the White Horse or Chicken
McNuggets at McDonald’s,”
said Linda Rawstron, who
organized St. Paul’s first Cere-
al Night last year. “Everything
helps.” 

The concept started with
North Kingstown resident
Patrick Gannon, who initiated
it as a Cub Scout project in 2008.
He attended last year’s Cereal
Night at St. Paul’s, which was
one of several on Aquidneck
Island. More than 80 people
attended.

“When I started it, I never
thought it would become like
this,” he said. “I like seeing it.”

So do organizations that ben-
efit from the hundreds — even
thousands — of dollars raised
by the simple act of eating a
bowl of Cheerios or Corn

Flakes. Those include food
banks at the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Community Center, the
Florence Gray Center and the
Salvation Army and the
Methodist Community Garden,
which supplies fresh vegetables
to those in need.

And funds raised through
last year’s Cereal Night helped
St. Paul’s contribute toward a
local Housing First program
that is providing homes for
chronically homeless people in
Newport.

On Sunday from 6-9 p.m., St.
Paul’s will hold “Cereal Night
2,” featuring a variety of hot
and cold cereals and live enter-
tainment by Chuck Ciany and
Dave Manuel.

And on Tuesday from 6-7:30
p.m., the Middletown Rotary
Club will host its Cereal Night
at the Middletown Public
Library. A children’s storytime
will precede the dinner from 5-
5:45 p.m.

Sometimes, it’s fun to have a
bowl of cereal for dinner. It’s
even better when you know
you’re helping someone in need
have a good meal or a roof over
his or her head.

A R O U N D  T H E  U . S .

Oversight of food safety 
filled with redundancies

Time to slim down, fatso.
Yes, we’re talking about you,

federal government. You should
know by now that bad deci-
sions, when it comes to food, are
killers.

The Government Account-
ability Office spent several
months looking for inefficient
federal programs and recently
issued its report. The hands-
down winner for most redun-
dant use of taxpayer dollars
goes to the 15 federal agencies
overseeing food safety.

We’d applaud the GAO for
uncovering this incredible bloat
if the report contained any-
thing new. But 10 years ago, the
National Academy of Science
told Congress the very same
thing, and we’ve been ridicul-
ing the redundancies every year
for seven years running.

Our favorite bit of absurdity:
The FDA is responsible for the
safety of what’s inside chicken
eggs, but the Department of
Agriculture oversees the qual-
ity of the eggs themselves.
Whatever that means.

The GAO identified 33 other
examples of redundancy in fed-
eral programs for education,
defense, transportation, agri-
culture and housing. All told,
the waste is estimated at $62 bil-
lion a year.

President Barack Obama and
House Republicans are looking
for areas of agreement to put
the federal budget and the
deficit on a diet. Now they can’t
say they don’t know where to
start.

San Jose Mercury News 
(San Jose, Calif.).
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We welcome our readers’
views. Our letters policy
follows:
� Each letter must bear the
writer’s full name (no
initials, please), signature,
full address and telephone
number (for verification
purposes only). We will not
publish a letter without a
phone number.
� We may condense letters,
and correct errors of
spelling and punctuation.
� Letters should be no more
than 450 words. Proposed
guest view columns should

be no more than 750 words.
� Because of the volume of
letters we receive, we
cannot always publish them
immediately.
� We will run no more than
two letters per author per
month. 

To send letters:

Mail: Letters to the Editor
The Newport Daily News

P.O. Box 420, Newport, RI
02840

Fax: 849-3306

E-mail:
Editor@NewportRI.com

SOMETHING TO SAY?

Jerry Holbert � Boston Herald

Government is clearly not transparent enough
WASHINGTON — The national picture for

Freedom of Information laws, celebrated during
national Sunshine Week (March 13-19), is bit

brighter thanks to two
recent U.S. Supreme
Court decisions and

some White House initiatives.
But to give a twist on the old saying, “There’s

a cloud in every silver lining.”
In the last few weeks, the Supreme Court lim-

ited two major exemptions to the federal Free-
dom of Information Act (FOIA). In FCC v. AT&T,
the Court said an exemption for “personal infor-
mation” did not apply to information about cor-
porations. And in Milner v. Department of the
Navy, the justices forbade wide use of a “per-
sonnel” exemption they found was often used to
withhold a broad range of materials.

But when it comes to ensuring that the public
has as much access as possible to regular and
classified information about public business and
public policies gathered and kept by public offi-
cials, steps forward often seem to bog down — in
no small part because of the sheer amount of
material to be disclosed.

The Obama administration’s determined
efforts to find those who leak confidential fed-
eral information are a major negative, experts
say. One speaker at National Freedom of Infor-
mation Day 2011 on March 16 said the Obama
White House had pursued more prosecutions
for leaks than were brought in the previous 50
years.

Even as the White House announced new ini-
tiatives to improve technology for easier access
to information, a number of reports during Sun-
shine Week — from groups like OMB Watch, the
National Security Archives at George Washing-
ton University and Openthegovernment.org —
find that federal agency performance lags behind
President Barack Obama’s promises to reform
and expand transparency efforts.

First Amendment experts also worry that the
continuing WikiLeaks controversy involving
massive amounts of leaked classified material
will lead to new crackdowns on what agencies
will place in the public sphere, and new limits
on whistleblowers acting in the public interest.

The WikiLeaks scandal already is blamed for
the demise in the last congressional session of a
proposed federal “shield law” protecting sources
and journalists. And there even had been veiled
mentions of using the 1917 Espionage Act to
prosecute The New York Times for publishing
some of the information disclosed by WikiLeaks.

Such charges against the Times or other news
organizations are unlikely, said noted First
Amendment attorney Floyd Abrams, a speaker
at National FOI Day. Abrams was part of the
defense team that defeated attempts by the Nixon
administration in 1971 to prevent publication of
the Pentagon Papers. But Abrams also warned
that that landmark victory left open the possi-
bility of criminal charges after classified mate-
rial was made public. If officials can prove real
damage to U.S. national security, something lack-
ing in the Pentagon Papers case, then prosecu-
tion may well proceed against WikiLeaks
founder Julian Assange and others, Abrams
said.

As to records held by various federal agen-
cies, even officials who support transparency
warn that just the job of reviewing and declas-
sifying government records is daunting. Rep-
resentatives of the newly formed Public Inter-
est Declassification Board told FOI Day atten-
dees that literally millions of man-hours would
be required to decide whether records held by
federal agencies should be open. PIDB is study-
ing ways to automate the declassification
process, they said.

On the state level, although several states have
new laws to open their files, Utah’s governor just
signed a bill implementing new restrictions on
that state’s public records — with the one week
between introduction and passage effectively
shrouded in secrecy. Some Utah officials have
said delaying implementation of the law until
July 1 would afford plenty of time to discuss its
contents. But the very idea of discussing a meas-
ure after passage seems in itself a good argument
against such limits on disclosure of public debate
and records.

The National FOI Day conference, sponsored
by the First Amendment Center and part of Sun-
shine Week events nationwide, annually recog-
nizes the March 16 anniversary of James Madi-
son’s birth in 1751. Madison, “the Father of the
Constitution,” was the principal author of the
Bill of Rights.

For Madison and other founders, a successful
republic required an informed citizenry. On July
4, 1966, President Lyndon Johnson signed the
FOI Act, noting that information was the
lifeblood of a democracy.

In 2011, the need for informed citizens is as
great as ever – but the barriers to full disclosure
and transparency remain too high.

Gene Policinski is senior vice president and
executive director of the First Amendment
Center, 1207 18th Ave. S., Nashville, Tenn.,
37212. Web: www.firstamendmentcenter.org. 
E-mail: gpolicinski@fac.org.

On March 5, a pasta dinner
benefit was held to help
defray my medical bills. I
would like to thank the fol-
lowing people for their
involvement: My dear
friends Beth Simone, Cindy
Marshall and Lenny Bucci
for their organization and
coordination of the event
and their tireless efforts on
my behalf; Lynn Simas, Kate-
lyn Simas and Joe Godino for
all of their hard work to
make this a success; the
Newport Lodge of Elks;
Sardella’s Restaurant and All

American Foods for their
generosity; and Daily News
reporter Jim Gillis and pho-
tographer David Hansen for
their sensitivity.

I also wish to thank the
many Newport businesses
that donated items.

To all of you who attended
the event and who supported
me with your prayers and
good wishes, I am touched
and heartened by the caring
spirit Newport evidences.
Thank you.

Kathy Godino, Newport

Thank you to all for your support

GENE POLICINSKI

F I R S T  A M E N D M E N T :  S U N S H I N E  W E E K

LET THE SUNSHINE IN 

Sunshine Week, March 13-19, is a national
effort to promote open government. The
effort was launched in 2005 and takes
place in mid-March to coincide with
National Freedom of Information Day. Its
name plays off the statement, ‘Sunshine
is the best disinfectant,’ by U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Louis Brandeis. During this
week, news organizations across the
country, including The Newport Daily
News, will publish special articles and
editorials. For more information, log on to
www.sunshineweek.org.


