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FRIDAY
>>> BILLY GOODE’S is doing better
after a tough year for the
Marlborough Street pub. 

MIDDLETOWN PARKS might
soon be patrolled by volunteer
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Shining over the sea

David Hansen � Daily News staff

astle Hill Light beams its beacon across Narragansett Bay and out to Rhode Island Sound as the sun sets
on Wednesday in Newport.C

Easing
traffic
is aim
The Aquidneck Island Planning
Commission’s report calls for better
preparation and communication.

By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

Aquidneck Island plays host to a number of
large-scale events every year, particularly dur-
ing the summer.

But the traffic and gridlock that typically
accompany such events can have a negative
effect on the quality of life, the economy and
the environment across the island.

The Aquidneck
Island Planning
Commission has
developed a plan to
help alleviate traffic
problems, from the
daily commute to
major events, a num-
ber of which are
planned for the sum-
mer of 2012, includ-
ing the America’s
Cup World Series
and the Ocean State
Tall Ships Festival.

The commission
is in the process of
presenting the

Regional Traffic Incident Management Pro-
gram to local city and town councils and relat-
ed agencies in the hopes of getting it endorsed
and having it in place before the summer.

“We’re still in the approval process, but
we’re ready to offer this fresh expertise if we’re
invited to help,” said Tina Dolen, executive
director of the planning commission, which
is based on Broadway in Newport. 

“Since the fiasco with the Fourth of July
fireworks in 2004, people have been com-
plaining about what we’re going to do about
traffic here on the island and it’s something
we’re getting better at, but we can still do
more,” she said.

One of the things that should make the traf-
fic management program attractive is the fact
it contains a number of low- and no-cost solu-
tions to traffic problems on Aquidneck Island,
said Chris Witt, director of planning and com-
munications for the Aquidneck Island Plan-
ning Commission.

For example, providing a central clearing-
house for events — such as an online Aquid-
neck Island calendar — could assist in both
short- and long-term planning and help coor-
dination among individuals and organizations
planning to host or attend various activities.
Currently, there is no such clearinghouse, the
study found.

LEARN MORE

To read the
Aquidneck Island
Regional Traffic
Incident
Management
Program, go to
www.Newport
DailyNews.com
and click on the
‘Regional Traffic
Management
Plan’ link.

AQUIDNECK ISLAND

Daily News file photo

Traffic is backed up along America’s
Cup Avenue in Newport after Fourth of
July fireworks in 2005.

New wharf restaurant proposed
By Sean Flynn
Daily News staff

The family that operates the New-
port Waterfront Landing restaurant
is seeking city approval to operate

a small seafood
restaurant at the
harbor end of the

adjacent Aquidneck Lobster Co.
dock. 

Aquidneck Lobster will continue
welcoming lobster boats, stocking
its tanks and selling lobsters from
the location, so diners will walk
between the lobster tanks to get to
the new restaurant.

“The beauty is that you will be
able to go through one of the last
parts of the working waterfront in

Newport and have fresh seafood,”
said David Kilroy, the owner of the
Landing.

The Landing has operated a small
sandwich shop at the location for
about the past five years, he said, but
there are several sandwich shops in
the area. On the dock, people would
prefer to eat things like lobster rolls
and clams, he said.

Much of Newport’s downtown
waterfront is closed to the public
through condo developments, glitzy
private marinas and other exclusive
properties, Kilroy said. When peo-
ple walk through the Aquidneck
Lobster Co. to the deck at the west-
ern end of the dock, they are as far
west as they can get on the down-
town waterfront without being on

a boat, he said.
“We don’t want to fix it up to the

extent that the authenticity is gone,”
Kilroy said. “We want to preserve
what we can.”

Visitors to Nantucket walk to the
end of Straight Wharf, he said.
When people come to Newport, they
will be able to walk to the end of the
Aquidneck Lobster Co. dock and
enjoy the spectacular view of New-
port Harbor.

A walkway through the center of
the Aquidneck Lobster Co. to the
deck will remain open to the public
as a “Friends of the Waterfront”
dedicated space, the plans show. The
new restaurant will operate on both
sides of the public walkway, in both
the northwest and southwest cor-

ners of the building, and will be run
by Kilroy’s son, Patrick Kilroy.

The city’s Zoning Board of
Review will take up the application
on Jan. 9, beginning at 7 p.m., in the
council chamber of City Hall, 43
Broadway.

Ronald R. Fatulli, owner of the
Aquidneck Lobster Co., owns two
lots at the western end of Bowen’s
Wharf; his lobster company  build-
ing is on one lot, and The Landing
is a tenant on the other. The two
buildings cover less than 40 percent
of the two lots combined.

The restaurant plan requires a
parking variance from the Zoning
Board because the proposed restau-
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Property owner ordered to remove pond
EDITOR’S NOTE: This is part of a series updat-

ing local news and human-interest stories from
the past year.

By Joe Baker
Daily News staff

JAMESTOWN — A two-year odyssey over wet-
lands alterations on a Beavertail Road lot appears
to be near an end.

On Dec. 13, the state Coastal Resources Man-
agement Council ordered PBH Realty, a sub-
sidiary of the Procaccianti Group of Cranston,
to remove the pond it created on its 20-acre prop-
erty. The state has been in an ongoing fight with
PBH since November 2009 over the “impound-
ment” that created the pond. While CRMC repeat-
edly has ordered PBH to come up with restora-
tion plans eliminating the pond, PBH has failed
to do so.

But with town officials becoming increasing-

ly frustrated, CRMC, at its Dec. 13 meeting,
ordered PBH, and the company agreed, to elim-
inate the pond and restore the stream that exist-
ed before the pond was created, said Carol Troc-
ki, chairwoman of the Jamestown Conservation
Commission. 

The Town Council, at Trocki’s request, sent
a letter to CRMC last week asking that it address
the ongoing problem. In her own Nov. 29 letter to
CRMC, Trocki expressed the commission’s frus-
tration that the issue has dragged on.

“Enforcement actions have now been pending
for over two years with no resolution or enforce-
able CRMC order,” Trocki wrote. “We believe
these violations constitute a blatant disregard
for the state regulations put into place to pre-
serve our sensitive coastal resources. Coastal
violations like these cannot and should not be
tolerated by the Rhode Island Coastal Resources
Management Council.”

The issue came to light in 2009 when CRMC
was alerted about construction activity on the
property. PBH Realty bought the lot from abut-
ting property owners Paul Hamilton and Patri-
cia Young in 2005 for $3.3 million. CRMC inspect-
ed the site, noted six illegal alterations of wet-
lands and ordered construction to stop until the
violations were addressed.

CRMC has held a series of hearings on the
issue, beginning in January 2010. It has met with
PBH consultants on the property at least four
times in an attempt to define the necessary
restorations. The council consistently has said
that PBH needs to remove the dam that created
the pond on the property, but none of the restora-
tion plans submitted by PBH included removal
of the dam.

PBH was supposed to submit a new restora-
tion plan on Sept. 9, but did not. When contact-

David Hansen � Daily News staff photos

David Kilroy, left, proposes a small
seafood restaurant at the harbor end
of Fatulli’s Wharf, which will be accessible
through the Aquidneck Lobster Co.
building, above. Kilroy, owner of the
nearby Landing restaurant and nightclub,
says the deck at the end of the wharf is
a popular place for tourists to take in the
view of Newport Harbor.
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W E A T H E R

Tonight, mostly cloudy.
Low around 32.

Friday, mostly cloudy.
High near 50. Friday
night, cloudy with 30
percent chance of
showers, mainly after
midnight. Low around 43.

Tonight, southwest
wind 5-10 knots,
diminishing to around 5
knots after midnight.
Waves 1 foot or less.

Friday, south wind 5-10
knots. Waves 1 foot or
less, except 2-4 feet at
bay entrance.

Saturday, mostly
cloudy and breezy with
40 percent chance of
showers, mainly before 11
a.m. High near 49.
Saturday night, partly
cloudy. Low around 32.

New Year’s Day, mostly
sunny. High near 48.
Sunday night, mostly
cloudy with chance of
showers. Low around 38.

Friday’s sunrise 7:11,
sunset 4:24. High tide:
11:52 a.m. Low tides: 4:43
a.m., 5:04 p.m. 

Wednesday’s
temperatures: high 56,
low 23.
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rant would not have the amount of park-
ing spaces required by city ordinances. The
board must also approve a special-use per-
mit because there would be an alteration
to a nonconforming structure. The pro-
posed use of the building is a matter of
right in the city’s Waterfront Business Dis-
trict and there will be no change to the lot
coverage.

Attorney Turner C. Scott, who repre-
sents Newport Waterfront Landing as the
applicant, does not believe the plan will
present problems for the board. All the
shops on Bowen’s Wharf and in other
downtown areas do not meet parking
requirements, he said, and “almost every
building in Newport is non-conforming.”
Few buildings in downtown Newport meet
all the setback requirements from proper-
ty lines as set forth in the zoning ordinance,
for example.

When the Zoning Board previously
approved a couple of retail shops in the

almost 5,000-square-foot Aquidneck Lob-
ster Co. building, it noted the structure is
only partially used. 

“As a result of decreasing fish stock and
additional governmental regulations, the
fishing industry of Newport has decreased,
leaving the lobster company building being
utilized to half its capacity,” the board
wrote in its earlier decision. 

Aquidneck Lobster Co., in existence for
nearly 50 years, was once one of the largest
lobster dealers on the New England coast. 

Flynn@NewportRI.com

Restaurant
Continued from A1

David Hansen � Daily News staff

David Kilroy is proposing to expand his restaurant at the end of Fatulli’s Wharf to the south end of the facility, where
the live tanks behind him are now. The tanks would be moved next to the tanks at left.

ed by CRMC, the company
asked for an extension until
Oct. 14. That plan, too, was
unsatisfactory.

“The bottom line is that none
of the restoration plans include
removing the impoundment
which created the pond,” CRMC
information coordinator Laura
Dwyer wrote in a Dec. 6 email
to The Daily News.

The new agreement, unani-
mously approved by CRMC,
includes elimination of the
dam. All work has to be con-
cluded by June 1, Trocki said.

Officials at PBH have refused
to comment.

“It’s our policy not to com-
ment on our discussions or
meetings we are having about
the property,” Ralph Izzi, com-
munications director for The
Procaccianti Group, told The
Daily News.

Baker@NewportRI.com

Pond
Continued from A1

Including notification
requirements — through the
central online calendar as well
as other media outlets — as
part of each municipality’s
special-event permitting
process is another idea
broached in the report.

In fact, Witt and Dolen said,
one of the keys to the plan’s
success is improved commu-
nication between event plan-
ners, the island’s municipali-
ties and emergency service
providers. That will help
everyone get on the same page
and strategize how best to deal
with the resulting traffic,
whether from a planned event
or unexpected occurrence,
they said. 

“Usually, the major events
have traffic strategies in place
and that’s typically not where
most of the problems arise,”
Witt said. “It’s the medium-
and small-sized events that no
one anticipates, especially
when there are two or three at
the same time, that can really
snarl everything up.”

In those cases, the report
said, there are a number of
opportunities to improve the
situation on area roads, with
communication again being at
the forefront.

Standardized accident
reporting and removal proce-
dures for emergency servic-
es in Newport, Middletown
and Portsmouth could help
speed up the process and
reduce tie-ups, the study sug-
gested. Better use of social
media, including Twitter and
Facebook, could help spread
the word about accidents and
other emergencies more
quickly.

Portable signs placed in
strategic locations also would
help motorists to avoid prob-
lem areas and get other impor-
tant information in a timely
manner, the report said. 

In the long term, a com-
munications center that
monitored traffic in real time
and sent out notifications
could assist drivers through
posted message boards,
social media and the High-
way Advisory Radio system,
the study said.

The 56-page report also
encouraged increased use of
mass transportation and satel-
lite parking.

“One of the good things
about the plan is that many of
the recommendations can be
implemented at a low cost,”

Witt said. 
A spinoff of the Aquidneck

Island Transportation Study,
which was funded by $500,000
in state and federal grants, the
traffic management program
was developed by consultants
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin Inc.
and funded by a grant from the
Rhode Island Statewide Plan-
ning Program.

Using the traffic manage-
ment plan instituted for the
2006 U.S. Women’s Open golf
tournament as a model, the
goal of the recent study was to
help ease traffic across the
island, particularly on the
major north-south corridors
of East Main and West Main
roads, which handle a total of
about 60,000 vehicles a day.

In addition to representa-
tives from local municipal
police departments and State
Police, members of the state
Department of Transporta-
tion, Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, Rhode Island
Turnpike and Bridge Author-
ity, Newport & Bristol Coun-
ty Convention & Visitors
Bureau and the Preservation
Society of Newport County
served on the steering com-
mittee.

“The fact we’re able to bring
together a diverse number of
agencies that are trying to for-
malize a plan to manage traf-
fic is exciting,” Witt said.

Dolen said America’s Cup
World Series and Ocean State
Tall Ships Festival 2012 organ-
izers have not yet signed on to
the traffic management pro-
gram. 

Representatives from the
planning commission will
brief municipal officials and
other stakeholders on the find-
ings of the traffic manage-
ment study in coming weeks,
Dolen and Witt said.

The Middletown Town
Council received a presenta-
tion about the traffic manage-
ment program last week and
is expected to endorse the
study, possibly as soon as its
next meeting on Tuesday, Jan.
3.

“The document serves as a
good source for recommenda-
tions and is a valuable tool for
dealing with traffic,” Town
Administrator Shawn J.
Brown said. “I think the con-
cept of planning for each event
on the island makes a lot of
sense because each brings its
own characteristics.”

Sheley@NewportRI.com

Traffic
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New laws deal
with abortion,
immigration
Associated Press

Girls seeking abortions in
New Hampshire must first tell
their parents or a judge, some
employers in Alabama must
verify new workers’ U.S. resi-
dency, and California students
will be the first in the country
to receive mandatory lessons
about the contributions of
gays and lesbians under state
laws set to take effect at the
start of 2012.

Many laws reflect the
nation’s concerns over immi-
gration, the cost of govern-
ment and the best way to pro-
tect and benefit young people,
including regulations on
sports concussions.

Alabama, with the country’s
toughest immigration law, is
enacting a key provision
requiring all employers who
do business with any govern-
ment entity to use a federal
system known as E-Verify to
check that all new employees
are in the country legally.

Georgia is putting a similar
law into effect requiring any
business with 500 or more
employees to use E-Verify to
check the employment eligi-
bility of new hires. The
requirement is being phased
in, with all employers with
more than 10 employees to be
included by July 2013.

Supporters said they want-
ed to deter illegal immigrants
from coming to Georgia by
making it tougher for them to
work. Critics said that changes
to immigration law should
come at the federal level and
that portions of the law
already in effect are already
hurting Georgia.

“It is destroying Georgia’s
economy and it is destroying
the fabric of our social net-
work in South Georgia,” Paul
Bridges, mayor of the onion-
farming town of Uvalda, said
in November. He is part of a
lawsuit challenging the new
law.

Tennessee will also require
businesses to ensure employ-
ees are legally authorized to
work in the U.S. but exempts
employers with five or fewer
workers and allows them to
keep a copy of the new hire’s
driver’s license instead of
using E-Verify.

A South Carolina law would
allow officials to yank the
operating licenses of busi-
nesses that don’t check new
hires’ legal status through E-
verify. A federal judge last
week blocked parts of the law
that would have required
police to check the immigra-
tion status of criminal sus-
pects or people stopped for traf-
fic violations they think might
be in the country illegally, and
that would have made it a
crime for illegal immigrants
to transport or house them-
selves.

California is also address-
ing illegal immigration, but
with a bill that allows students
who entered the country ille-
gally to receive private finan-
cial aid at public colleges.

Many laws aim to protect
young people. In Colorado,
coaches will be required to
bench players as young as 11
when they’re believed to have
suffered a head injury. The
young athletes will also need
medical clearance to return to
play.

The law also requires coach-
es in public and private
schools and even volunteer
Little League and Pop Warner
football coaches to take free
annual online training to rec-
ognize the symptoms of a con-
cussion. At least a dozen oth-
er states have enacted similar
laws with the support of the
National Football League.

People 18 and under in Illi-
nois will have to wear seat
belts while riding in taxis for
school-related purposes, and
Illinois school boards can now
suspend or expel students who
make explicit threats on web-
sites against other students or
school employees.

Florida will take control of
lunch and other school food
programs from the federal gov-
ernment, allowing the state to
put more Florida-grown fresh
fruit and vegetables on school
menus. Agriculture Commis-
sioner Adam Putnam says the
change will help children eat
healthier.

A California law will add
gays and lesbians and people
with disabilities to the list of
social and ethnic groups
whose contributions must be
taught in history lessons in
public schools. The law also
bans teaching materials that
reflect poorly on gays or par-
ticular religions.

Opponents have filed five
potential initiatives to repeal
the requirement outright or let
parents remove their children
while gays’ contributions are
being taught.

In New Hampshire, a law
requiring girls seeking abor-
tions to tell their parents or a
judge first was reinstated by
conservative Republicans over
a gubernatorial veto. The state
enacted a similar law eight
years ago, but it was never
enforced following a series of
lawsuits.

In Arkansas, facilities that
perform 10 or more nonsurgi-
cal abortions a month must be
licensed by the state Health
Department and be subject to
inspections by the depart-
men6t, the same requirements
faced by facilities that offer
surgical abortions in the state.

It affects two Planned Par-
enthood facilities that offer the
abortion pill, though they’re
not singled out in the statute.

Eurozone faces
challenges in 2012

FRANKFURT, Germany
(AP) — After a turbulent 2011,
the 17 countries that use the
euro will be quickly confront-
ed in the new year with major
hurdles to solving their gov-
ernment debt crisis, just as the
eurozone economy is expected
to sink back into recession.

With government finances
under pressure as growth
wanes, the eurozone will find
it even more difficult to shore
up shaky banks and reduce the
high borrowing costs that
threaten Italy and Spain with
financial ruin.

As early as the second full
week of January, bond auc-
tions in which Italy and Spain
need to borrow big chunks of
cash will start showing
whether the eurozone is final-
ly getting a grip on the 2-year-
old crisis that has seen Greece,
Ireland and Portugal bailed
out.

If the auctions go well and
borrowing costs ease, the cri-
sis will ease, lending support
for the EU strategy of getting
governments to embark on
often-savage austerity meas-
ures to reduce deficits, along
with massive support for the
banking system from the Euro-
pean Central Bank.

High rates, on the other
hand, would feed fears of a gov-
ernment debt default that
could cripple banks, sink the
economy and, in the extreme
case, destroy the 17-member
currency union.

Key events early in the New
Year:

— Italy and Spain will seek
to borrow heavily in the first
quarter at affordable interest
costs, starting the second week
in January.

— The slowing eurozone
economy may slip into or
already be in recession, lower-
ing tax revenue and increasing
government budget deficits.

— Bailed-out Greece must
agree with creditors on a debt
writedown that will cut the val-
ue of their holdings by 50 per-
cent in an effort to start putting
the bankrupt country back on
its feet.

The task is for the major
players — eurozone govern-
ments, the European Union’s
executive Commission and the
European Central Bank — to
convince financial markets
that troubled governments can
pay their heavy debts and
therefore deserve to borrow at
affordable interest costs.

Unemployment claims rise after declines
WASHINGTON (AP) — The

number of people seeking
unemployment benefits rose
last week after three weeks of
decline.

Even with the gain, applica-
tions remained at a level consis-
tent with modest hiring. And the
broader trend over the past
month suggests job growth could
pick up further in the new year.

Weekly applications rose by
15,000 to a seasonally adjusted
381,000, the Labor Department

said today.
The four-week average, a less

volatile measure, dropped for
the fourth straight week to
375,000. That’s the lowest level
since June 2008.

“Despite the rise in the week-
ly claims data, the longer-term
trend ... suggests that the recov-
ery in the labor market is main-
taining its momentum,” said
Michael Gapen, an economist
at Barclays Capital, in a note to
clients.

Applications generally must
fall below 375,000 — consistent-
ly — to signal that hiring is
strong enough to reduce the
unemployment rate.

While layoffs have fallen
sharply since the recession offi-
cially ended two and a half
years ago, many companies
have been slow to add jobs.

Economists caution that the
figures can be volatile around
the holidays. 
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Easing
traffic
is aim
The Aquidneck Island Planning
Commission’s report calls for better
preparation and communication.

By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

Aquidneck Island plays host to a number of
large-scale events every year, particularly dur-
ing the summer.

But the traffic and gridlock that typically
accompany such events can have a negative
effect on the quality of life, the economy and
the environment across the island.

The Aquidneck
Island Planning
Commission has
developed a plan to
help alleviate traffic
problems, from the
daily commute to
major events, a num-
ber of which are
planned for the sum-
mer of 2012, includ-
ing the America’s
Cup World Series
and the Ocean State
Tall Ships Festival.

The commission
is in the process of
presenting the

Regional Traffic Incident Management Pro-
gram to local city and town councils and relat-
ed agencies in the hopes of getting it endorsed
and having it in place before the summer.

“We’re still in the approval process, but
we’re ready to offer this fresh expertise if we’re
invited to help,” said Tina Dolen, executive
director of the planning commission, which
is based on Broadway in Newport. 

“Since the fiasco with the Fourth of July
fireworks in 2004, people have been com-
plaining about what we’re going to do about
traffic here on the island and it’s something
we’re getting better at, but we can still do
more,” she said.

One of the things that should make the traf-
fic management program attractive is the fact
it contains a number of low- and no-cost solu-
tions to traffic problems on Aquidneck Island,
said Chris Witt, director of planning and com-
munications for the Aquidneck Island Plan-
ning Commission.

For example, providing a central clearing-
house for events — such as an online Aquid-
neck Island calendar — could assist in both
short- and long-term planning and help coor-
dination among individuals and organizations
planning to host or attend various activities.
Currently, there is no such clearinghouse, the
study found.

LEARN MORE

To read the
Aquidneck Island
Regional Traffic
Incident
Management
Program, go to
www.Newport
DailyNews.com
and click on the
‘Regional Traffic
Management
Plan’ link.

AQUIDNECK ISLAND

Daily News file photo

Traffic is backed up along America’s
Cup Avenue in Newport after Fourth of
July fireworks in 2005.

New wharf restaurant proposed
By Sean Flynn
Daily News staff

The family that operates the New-
port Waterfront Landing restaurant
is seeking city approval to operate

a small seafood
restaurant at the
harbor end of the

adjacent Aquidneck Lobster Co.
dock. 

Aquidneck Lobster will continue
welcoming lobster boats, stocking
its tanks and selling lobsters from
the location, so diners will walk
between the lobster tanks to get to
the new restaurant.

“The beauty is that you will be
able to go through one of the last
parts of the working waterfront in

Newport and have fresh seafood,”
said David Kilroy, the owner of the
Landing.

The Landing has operated a small
sandwich shop at the location for
about the past five years, he said, but
there are several sandwich shops in
the area. On the dock, people would
prefer to eat things like lobster rolls
and clams, he said.

Much of Newport’s downtown
waterfront is closed to the public
through condo developments, glitzy
private marinas and other exclusive
properties, Kilroy said. When peo-
ple walk through the Aquidneck
Lobster Co. to the deck at the west-
ern end of the dock, they are as far
west as they can get on the down-
town waterfront without being on

a boat, he said.
“We don’t want to fix it up to the

extent that the authenticity is gone,”
Kilroy said. “We want to preserve
what we can.”

Visitors to Nantucket walk to the
end of Straight Wharf, he said.
When people come to Newport, they
will be able to walk to the end of the
Aquidneck Lobster Co. dock and
enjoy the spectacular view of New-
port Harbor.

A walkway through the center of
the Aquidneck Lobster Co. to the
deck will remain open to the public
as a “Friends of the Waterfront”
dedicated space, the plans show. The
new restaurant will operate on both
sides of the public walkway, in both
the northwest and southwest cor-

ners of the building, and will be run
by Kilroy’s son, Patrick Kilroy.

The city’s Zoning Board of
Review will take up the application
on Jan. 9, beginning at 7 p.m., in the
council chamber of City Hall, 43
Broadway.

Ronald R. Fatulli, owner of the
Aquidneck Lobster Co., owns two
lots at the western end of Bowen’s
Wharf; his lobster company  build-
ing is on one lot, and The Landing
is a tenant on the other. The two
buildings cover less than 40 percent
of the two lots combined.

The restaurant plan requires a
parking variance from the Zoning
Board because the proposed restau-
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Property owner ordered to remove pond
EDITOR’S NOTE: This is part of a series updat-

ing local news and human-interest stories from
the past year.

By Joe Baker
Daily News staff

JAMESTOWN — A two-year odyssey over wet-
lands alterations on a Beavertail Road lot appears
to be near an end.

On Dec. 13, the state Coastal Resources Man-
agement Council ordered PBH Realty, a sub-
sidiary of the Procaccianti Group of Cranston,
to remove the pond it created on its 20-acre prop-
erty. The state has been in an ongoing fight with
PBH since November 2009 over the “impound-
ment” that created the pond. While CRMC repeat-
edly has ordered PBH to come up with restora-
tion plans eliminating the pond, PBH has failed
to do so.

But with town officials becoming increasing-

ly frustrated, CRMC, at its Dec. 13 meeting,
ordered PBH, and the company agreed, to elim-
inate the pond and restore the stream that exist-
ed before the pond was created, said Carol Troc-
ki, chairwoman of the Jamestown Conservation
Commission. 

The Town Council, at Trocki’s request, sent
a letter to CRMC last week asking that it address
the ongoing problem. In her own Nov. 29 letter to
CRMC, Trocki expressed the commission’s frus-
tration that the issue has dragged on.

“Enforcement actions have now been pending
for over two years with no resolution or enforce-
able CRMC order,” Trocki wrote. “We believe
these violations constitute a blatant disregard
for the state regulations put into place to pre-
serve our sensitive coastal resources. Coastal
violations like these cannot and should not be
tolerated by the Rhode Island Coastal Resources
Management Council.”

The issue came to light in 2009 when CRMC
was alerted about construction activity on the
property. PBH Realty bought the lot from abut-
ting property owners Paul Hamilton and Patri-
cia Young in 2005 for $3.3 million. CRMC inspect-
ed the site, noted six illegal alterations of wet-
lands and ordered construction to stop until the
violations were addressed.

CRMC has held a series of hearings on the
issue, beginning in January 2010. It has met with
PBH consultants on the property at least four
times in an attempt to define the necessary
restorations. The council consistently has said
that PBH needs to remove the dam that created
the pond on the property, but none of the restora-
tion plans submitted by PBH included removal
of the dam.

PBH was supposed to submit a new restora-
tion plan on Sept. 9, but did not. When contact-
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David Kilroy, left, proposes a small
seafood restaurant at the harbor end
of Fatulli’s Wharf, which will be accessible
through the Aquidneck Lobster Co.
building, above. Kilroy, owner of the
nearby Landing restaurant and nightclub,
says the deck at the end of the wharf is
a popular place for tourists to take in the
view of Newport Harbor.
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Some things you 
won’t want to miss

FRIDAY
>>> BILLY GOODE’S is doing better
after a tough year for the
Marlborough Street pub. 

MIDDLETOWN PARKS might
soon be patrolled by volunteer
‘stewards.’ 

For home delivery, call
849-3300, Ext. 299

WEATHER
Tonight,
mostly cloudy.

Low around 32.

Friday,
mostly cloudy.

High near 50.
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Shining over the sea
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astle Hill Light beams its beacon across Narragansett Bay and out to Rhode Island Sound as the sun sets
on Wednesday in Newport.C

Easing
traffic
is aim
The Aquidneck Island Planning
Commission’s report calls for better
preparation and communication.

By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

Aquidneck Island plays host to a number of
large-scale events every year, particularly dur-
ing the summer.

But the traffic and gridlock that typically
accompany such events can have a negative
effect on the quality of life, the economy and
the environment across the island.

The Aquidneck
Island Planning
Commission has
developed a plan to
help alleviate traffic
problems, from the
daily commute to
major events, a num-
ber of which are
planned for the sum-
mer of 2012, includ-
ing the America’s
Cup World Series
and the Ocean State
Tall Ships Festival.

The commission
is in the process of
presenting the

Regional Traffic Incident Management Pro-
gram to local city and town councils and relat-
ed agencies in the hopes of getting it endorsed
and having it in place before the summer.

“We’re still in the approval process, but
we’re ready to offer this fresh expertise if we’re
invited to help,” said Tina Dolen, executive
director of the planning commission, which
is based on Broadway in Newport. 

“Since the fiasco with the Fourth of July
fireworks in 2004, people have been com-
plaining about what we’re going to do about
traffic here on the island and it’s something
we’re getting better at, but we can still do
more,” she said.

One of the things that should make the traf-
fic management program attractive is the fact
it contains a number of low- and no-cost solu-
tions to traffic problems on Aquidneck Island,
said Chris Witt, director of planning and com-
munications for the Aquidneck Island Plan-
ning Commission.

For example, providing a central clearing-
house for events — such as an online Aquid-
neck Island calendar — could assist in both
short- and long-term planning and help coor-
dination among individuals and organizations
planning to host or attend various activities.
Currently, there is no such clearinghouse, the
study found.

LEARN MORE

To read the
Aquidneck Island
Regional Traffic
Incident
Management
Program, go to
www.Newport
DailyNews.com
and click on the
‘Regional Traffic
Management
Plan’ link.

AQUIDNECK ISLAND
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Traffic is backed up along America’s
Cup Avenue in Newport after Fourth of
July fireworks in 2005.

New wharf restaurant proposed
By Sean Flynn
Daily News staff

The family that operates the New-
port Waterfront Landing restaurant
is seeking city approval to operate

a small seafood
restaurant at the
harbor end of the

adjacent Aquidneck Lobster Co.
dock. 

Aquidneck Lobster will continue
welcoming lobster boats, stocking
its tanks and selling lobsters from
the location, so diners will walk
between the lobster tanks to get to
the new restaurant.

“The beauty is that you will be
able to go through one of the last
parts of the working waterfront in

Newport and have fresh seafood,”
said David Kilroy, the owner of the
Landing.

The Landing has operated a small
sandwich shop at the location for
about the past five years, he said, but
there are several sandwich shops in
the area. On the dock, people would
prefer to eat things like lobster rolls
and clams, he said.

Much of Newport’s downtown
waterfront is closed to the public
through condo developments, glitzy
private marinas and other exclusive
properties, Kilroy said. When peo-
ple walk through the Aquidneck
Lobster Co. to the deck at the west-
ern end of the dock, they are as far
west as they can get on the down-
town waterfront without being on

a boat, he said.
“We don’t want to fix it up to the

extent that the authenticity is gone,”
Kilroy said. “We want to preserve
what we can.”

Visitors to Nantucket walk to the
end of Straight Wharf, he said.
When people come to Newport, they
will be able to walk to the end of the
Aquidneck Lobster Co. dock and
enjoy the spectacular view of New-
port Harbor.

A walkway through the center of
the Aquidneck Lobster Co. to the
deck will remain open to the public
as a “Friends of the Waterfront”
dedicated space, the plans show. The
new restaurant will operate on both
sides of the public walkway, in both
the northwest and southwest cor-

ners of the building, and will be run
by Kilroy’s son, Patrick Kilroy.

The city’s Zoning Board of
Review will take up the application
on Jan. 9, beginning at 7 p.m., in the
council chamber of City Hall, 43
Broadway.

Ronald R. Fatulli, owner of the
Aquidneck Lobster Co., owns two
lots at the western end of Bowen’s
Wharf; his lobster company  build-
ing is on one lot, and The Landing
is a tenant on the other. The two
buildings cover less than 40 percent
of the two lots combined.

The restaurant plan requires a
parking variance from the Zoning
Board because the proposed restau-
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lands alterations on a Beavertail Road lot appears
to be near an end.

On Dec. 13, the state Coastal Resources Man-
agement Council ordered PBH Realty, a sub-
sidiary of the Procaccianti Group of Cranston,
to remove the pond it created on its 20-acre prop-
erty. The state has been in an ongoing fight with
PBH since November 2009 over the “impound-
ment” that created the pond. While CRMC repeat-
edly has ordered PBH to come up with restora-
tion plans eliminating the pond, PBH has failed
to do so.

But with town officials becoming increasing-

ly frustrated, CRMC, at its Dec. 13 meeting,
ordered PBH, and the company agreed, to elim-
inate the pond and restore the stream that exist-
ed before the pond was created, said Carol Troc-
ki, chairwoman of the Jamestown Conservation
Commission. 

The Town Council, at Trocki’s request, sent
a letter to CRMC last week asking that it address
the ongoing problem. In her own Nov. 29 letter to
CRMC, Trocki expressed the commission’s frus-
tration that the issue has dragged on.

“Enforcement actions have now been pending
for over two years with no resolution or enforce-
able CRMC order,” Trocki wrote. “We believe
these violations constitute a blatant disregard
for the state regulations put into place to pre-
serve our sensitive coastal resources. Coastal
violations like these cannot and should not be
tolerated by the Rhode Island Coastal Resources
Management Council.”

The issue came to light in 2009 when CRMC
was alerted about construction activity on the
property. PBH Realty bought the lot from abut-
ting property owners Paul Hamilton and Patri-
cia Young in 2005 for $3.3 million. CRMC inspect-
ed the site, noted six illegal alterations of wet-
lands and ordered construction to stop until the
violations were addressed.

CRMC has held a series of hearings on the
issue, beginning in January 2010. It has met with
PBH consultants on the property at least four
times in an attempt to define the necessary
restorations. The council consistently has said
that PBH needs to remove the dam that created
the pond on the property, but none of the restora-
tion plans submitted by PBH included removal
of the dam.

PBH was supposed to submit a new restora-
tion plan on Sept. 9, but did not. When contact-
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David Kilroy, left, proposes a small
seafood restaurant at the harbor end
of Fatulli’s Wharf, which will be accessible
through the Aquidneck Lobster Co.
building, above. Kilroy, owner of the
nearby Landing restaurant and nightclub,
says the deck at the end of the wharf is
a popular place for tourists to take in the
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